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Mahila Kisan Sashaktikaran project proposals for Skill Development and
Parlyojana Placement.

Source: Press Information Bureau

Primary Objective

To empower women by enhancing their
participation in agriculture and to create sustainable
livelihood opportunities for them

Specific objectives
To create sustainable agricultural livelihood
opportunities for women in agriculture.

To enhance the participation of women in
agriculture in a productive manner

To enhance the marginal capacities of women in
agriculture  for  better management of

biodiversity

To improve the skills and capabilities of women in
agriculture to support farm and nonfarm based

activities

To enable women to have better access to inputs
and services of the government and other

agencies

To improve the capacities of women in agriculture
to access the resources of other institutions and

schemes within a convergence framework

Key facts

Agriculture sector employs 80% of all economically
active women; they comprise 33% of the
agricultural labour force and 48% of self employed
farmers. About 18% d the farm families in India,
according to NSSO Reports are reported to be
headed by women

Under NRLM,the core agenda of MKSPis to
Create sustainable livelihood institutions around
agriculture and allied activities

Create sectorspecific geographyspecific best

package of practices and

Create a wide pool of community resource persons
for scaling up livelihood interventions in the
entire country

Key features

MKSP will be implemented as a subomponent of
NRLM through specially formulated projects.
Under NRLM, provision has been made to invite

MKSP recognizes the centrality of women in
agriculture and therefore aims to provide direct
and indirect support to enable them to achieve
sustainable agriculture production.

It mainly focuses on strengthening community
institutions of poor women farmers, and
leveraging their strengths to promote
sustainable agriculture.

Funding: Ministry of Rural Development (MoRD)
would provide funding support of up to 75%
(90% for North East and hill states) to the
project submitted by the State
Governments/PIAs under MKSP. Balance is to be
contributed by the respective state governments
or any other donor agencies, national and
international.

Implementation: The program is beng implemented
by NRLM in partnership with State
Departments/CSO as implementing partners.

Themes under it are:
1. Sustainable Agriculture
2. Non Timber Forest Produce
3. Livestock
4

Fisheries

Khelo India Scheme

Source: Press Information Bureau

The Khelo India progamme has been introduced to
revive the sports culture in India at the grass-

root level by building a strong framework for all

sports played in our country and establishidia as a
great sporting nation.

The revamped Khelo India programme aimed at the
impact of the entire sports ecosystem, community
sports, including infrastructure, coaching for
excellence, talent identification, competition
structure as well as the sportseconomy.The Khelo
India programme was formed after the merger

of following schemes;

Rajiv Gandhi Khel Abhiyan (RGKA)
Urban Sports Infrastructure Scheme (USIS)



MANIFEST IAS FORTNIGHTLY MANIFESTO-SNIPPETS AUGUST-2

National Sports Talent Search Scheme (NSTSS) and sales activies & + EAAE AAT 1T AO¢

Khelo India Scheme Eligibility #AOOEAEAAOA AT A O+EAAE - AC

The age limit setfor application in this schemeis 10 their Khadi activities
to 18 years Benefits to institutions for having Khadi mark

A4EA ET OOEOOOETT O OACEOOAOA]

Certificate can getassistance under the following

schemes:

Any child who wants to participate in the India
scheme should also be interested in sports

Khelo India programme has been divided into 12
verticals(components), namely:

Market Promotion Development Assistance
(MPDA): A unified scheme by merging Market
Development Assistance, Falicity, Marketing
and Market Promotion. A new component for
Infrastructure namely setting up of Marketing
Complexes /Khadi Plazas has been add to
expand the marketing network of Khadi &
Village Industries products. Under the Modified
MDA (MMDA) financi al assistance at 30% of
the Prime Cost is distributed amongst Producing

[l Pt of e
Il et pergee e

Pramoten e snd| Institutions (20%), Selling Institutions (10%),
Artisans (40%). The remaining amount is to be

Khelo India Scheme Benefits given to best performing Khadi Institutions

The level of the game will be elevated by this plan. selected through a transparent scorecard.

Talented players identified in priority sports | |nterest Subsidy Eligibility Certificate (ISEC)
disciplines at various levels by the High Scheme: It provides credit at concessional
Powered Committee will be provided annual rate of interest through Banks as per the
financial assistance of INR 5 lakh per annum for requirement of the Khadi institutions. The
8years. institutions are required to pay interest of only

Under this program, about 20 million children of age 4%, any interest charged by bankever 4% will
group of 10 to 18 years will be included in the be paid by the Government of India through
National Physical Fitness Campaign. KVIC to the banks.

This will only focus on the physical fitness of Strengthening infrastructure of weak Khadi
children, but fitness related activities will also be institutions  and  assistarce  for marketing
supported. infrastructure: This scheme provides need

based support towards the Khadi sector for

Khadi Institutions Registration nu\rsing_. t’heA §i(fk/problerr1a_t_ic’ instiEutio_ns fqr" ]

. Al AOAOEI i.i Os$a6 O O

: . . ], &
Certification Sevalp tho& Vvh se proh{ugioﬁ, alles and employment

Mark have been declimg. Under this scheme,
financial assistance is provided to existing weak
Khadi Institutions for strengthening of their

Needfor KIRCS infrastructure and for renovation of khadi sales
For establishment of Small Scale Industries (SSI&) outlets.

encourage Khadi in the country , Ministry of o _
MSME, through Khadi and Village Industries Workshed Scheme for Khadi Artisans: It provides

Commission (KVIC), has developed an online financial assistance to khadiartisans belonging
ADDI EAAOGETT OUOOAI O+EAAE t‘?]BiPlo%‘Ea%’@f&quristwct'%mfdvgfkﬁﬁ%?i\-oé'r
and Certificatiol 3AOAG fof enpoRirtging] The objective of the scheme is to provide a
more number of Khadi Institutions so that better workplace for spinners and weavers,

entrepreneurs and NGOs interested in production providing more working space and storage for

Source: Press Information Bureau
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housing slivers, raw materials, implements, etc.
and improving efficiency and productivity of the
spinners through electricity connections for
lighting. Assistance for onstruction of

worksheds is provided through the Khadi
Institutions with which the khadi artisans are

associated.

NITI Aayog Governing Council

Source: Kurukshethra

NITI Aayog

The Government of India through a cabinet
resolution replaced the Planning Commision with a
new institution named NITI Aayog (National
Institution for Transforming India)

The NITI Aayog has been mandated with fostering
cooperative federalism through structured support
initiatives and mechanisms with the States on a
continuous basis, ecognizing that strong States
make a strong nation. It seeks to design and assist
the implementation of strategic, longterm policy
frameworks and programme initiatives, and also
monitor their progress and efficacy.

Objectives of NITI Aayog

To evolve a sheed vision of national development
priorities, sectors and strategies with the active
involvement of States.

To foster cooperativefederalism through structured
support initiatives and mechanisms with the
States on a continuous basis, recognizing that
strong States make a strong nation.

To develop mechanisms to formulate credible plans
at the village level and aggregate these
progressively at higher levels of government.

To ensure, on areas that are specifically referred to
it, that the interests of nationd security are
incorporated in economic strategy and policy.

To pay special attention to the sections of our
society that may be at risk of not benefiting

adequately from economic progress.

To design strategic and long term policy and
programme frameworks and initiatives, and
monitor their progress and their efficacy. The
lessons learnt through monitoring and feedback

will  be used for making innovative

improvements, including necessary miecourse
corrections.

To provide advice and encourage partnerships
between key stakeholders and national and
international like -minded Think tanks, as well as

educational and policy research istitutions.

To create a knowledge, innovation and
entrepreneurial support system through a
collaborative community of national and

international experts, practitioners and other
partners.

To offer a platform for resolution of inter-sectoral
and inter depatmental issues in order to
accelerate the implementation of the

development agenda.

To maintain a stateof-the-art Resource Centrebe a
repository of research on good governance and
best practices in sustainable and equitable
development as well as helgheir dissemination
to stake-holders.

To actively monitor and evaluate the
implementation of programmes and initiatives,
including the identification of the needed
resources so as to strengthen the probability of

success and scope of delivery.

To focus ontechnology upgradation and capacity
building for implementation of programmes and
initiatives.

To undertake other activities as may b necessary in
order to further the execution of the national
development agenda, and the objectives
mentioned above.

Functions

NITI Aayog is developing itself as a Statef-the-art
Resource Centre, with the necessary resources,
knowledge and skills, thatwill enable it to act with
speed, promote research and innovation, provide
strategic policy vision for the government, anddeal
with contingent issues.

) 4)

divided into four main heads:
1. Design Policy & Programme amework
2. Foster Cooperative Federalism

3. Monitoring & Evaluation

I'AUT ¢60 AT OEOA CAI 6O
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4. Think Tank and Knowledge & Innovation Hub

Governing council

It is the premier body tasked with evolving a shared
vision of national development priorities, sectors
and strategies with the ative involvement of States
in shaping the development narrative

Components of Governing council
The council isconstituted by the Prime Minister of
India with the following composition:

Chairperson: Prime Minister
Ex officio Members, NITI Aayog
Full-time Members NITI Aayog

Chief Ministers of all states, UTs and Lieutenant
Governor of Andaman and Nicobar Island

Four Union Ministers as exofficio members and
three Union Ministers as Special Invitees

Importance

The Governing Council, which embodies the
objectives of cooperative federalism, presents a
platform  to  discuss inter-sectoral, inter-
departmental and federal isues in order to
accelerate the implementation of the national
development agenda, in the spirit of Ek Bharat,
Shrestha Bharat

Meetings

With the regular meetings being held the spirit of
the meeting was to build on the strength of every
State so that each State can learn from the
innovation and best practices of other States.

Following are the meetings of the council since
its constitution;

The First Meeting was held in February 2015, at
which the Prime Minister laid down the key
mandates of NITI Aayog suchas fostering
cooperative federalism and addressing national
issues through active participation of the States.

The Second Meeting of the Govenmgg Council took
place in July 2015 and

The third Meeting was held on 23 April 2017, which
laid down milestonesE1 OEABDET ¢ OEA
development agenda through strategy and
vision documents.

The Fourth meeting of the Governing Council was
held on 17 Jme 2018 and included reviewing
measures taken forAT OAT ET ¢ AAOI AOO
and progress made under flagship sch emes
such as the Ayushman Bharat, POSHAN
Abhiyaan and Mission Indradhanush

Fifth meeting and Agenda for the meeting

Recently fifth Council meetirg held in July 2019 and
the Agenda before the Fifth Council Meeting were
the following items:

1. Rain-Water Harveging
2. Drought Situation and Relief Measures

3. Aspirational Districts Programme Z
Achievements And Challenges

4. Transforming Agriculture: Need For Stuctural
Reforms With Special Emphasis On:

1. Agriculture Produce Marketing Committee
(APMC) Act

2. Essential Commodities Act (ECA)

5. Security Related Issues with Specific Focus On
LWE Districts

Deendayal
NRLM

Source: Kurukshethra Magazine

Antyodaya Yojana -

Genesis

The Swarnjayanti Gram SwarozgarYojana (SGSY)
was a flagship programme of the Ministry of Bral
Development. It was started in 1999 and was
restructured in FY 201011 for implementation as
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the National Rural Livelihoods Mission. The
Radhakrishna committee recommended the

restructuring of SGSY into NRLM. The Mission
aims at creating efficient anl effective institutional
platforms of the rural poor enabling them to
increase household income through sustainable
livelihood enhancements and improved acess to
financial services. In November 2015, the
program was renamed Deendayal Antayodaya
Yojana (DAY-NRLM)

Mission

To reduce poverty by enabling the poor
households to access gainful selemployment and
skilled wage employment opportunities, resulting n
appreciable improvement in their livelihoods on a
sustainable basis, through building strong
grassroots institutions of the poor

NRLM Values
The core values which gide all the activities under
NRLM are as follows:

Inclusion of the poorest , and meaningfll role to
the poorest in all the processes

Transparency and accountability of all processes
and institutions

Ownership and key role of the poor and their
institutions  in all stages z planning,
implementation, and monitoring

Community self -reliance and self -dependence

Financial &Capital Services

Institutional
Platforms of Poor

{Aggregating, federating and
nurturing women SHGs and
Livelihoods organisations of

the poor)

INNOVATIONS

Phased implementation

NRLM has set out with an agenda to cover 7 Crore
rural poor households, across 600 districts, 6000
blocks, 2.5 lakh Gram Panchaystand 6 lakh villages
in the country through selfmanaged Self Help

Z

Groups (SHGs) and festated institutions and
support them for livelihoods collectives in a period
of 8-10 years.

The year wise break up in in terms of coverage
of districts and blocks as envisaged by NRLM

Year 10: Year 15:

ok vt & [oemsyyere—
Year 5: Yeoar 7: et how o I
A:x!::")?ld ::,:-‘:Eg “.:‘::’.m— ™ l m
6‘:!-;(u-1 }.‘lg";:;:: “<
Year 1 _‘.::";‘l_, - |
m_:u
| Coverage under NRLM in 10 years targeting 7 crore rural poor
households
Key features
Universal Social Mobilisation: At least one woman
member from each identified rural poor

household, is to be brought under the Self Help
Group (SHG) network in a time bound manner.
Special emphasis is particularlyon vulnerable
communities such as manual scavengers, victims
of human trafficking, Particularly Vuherable
Tribal Groups (PVTGs), Persons with Disabilities
(PwDs) and bonded labour. NRLM has devised
special strategies to reach out to these
communities and help them graduate out of

poverty.

Participatory lIdentification of Poor (PIP) : The
inclusion of the target group under NRLM is
determined by a welldefined, transparent and
equitable process of participatory identification
of poor, at the level of the com munity. All
households identified as poor through the PIP
process is the NRLM Target Group and isigible
for all the benefits under the programme.
Target Group is identified through the
Participatory Identification of Poor (PIP)
method. The NRLM Target @up (NTG) derived
through the PIP is delinked from the BPL.

Community Funds as Resources in Perpet uity :
NRLM provides Rvolving Fund (RF) and
Community Investment Fund (CIF) as
resources in perpetuity to the institutions of the
poor, to strengthen their institutional and
financial management capacity and build their
track record to attract mainstream tank finance.

Financial Inclusion : NRLM works on both demand
and supply sides of financial inclusion. On the
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demand side, it promotes financial literacy
among the poor and provides catalytic capital
to SHGs and their federations. On the supply
side, the Mision coordinates with the
financial sector and encourages the use of
Information, Communication & Technology
(ICT) based financial technologies, business
correspondents and community facilitators like
O" Al E - IEaB®wotké towards universal
coverage of rural poor against risk of loss of
life, health and assets. Further, it works on
remittances, especially in areas where migration
is endemic.

Livelihood s: NRLM focuses on stabilizing and
promoting existing livelihood portfolio of the
poor through its pillars z OOOI T AOA

OAAOAOGEIT T8 AT A Ol EOAI

through deepening/enhancing and expanding

existing livelihoods options and tapping new
opportunities in farm and non-farm sectors;

OAT BI1 T Uk Alilding skills for the job

market outside; AT A OAT OAmdmutng O

self-employed and entrepreneurs (for micre

enterprises)

Convergence and partnerships

Convergence: NRLM places a high emphasi®n
convergence with other programmes of the
MoRD and other Central Ministries. Convergence
is also ®ught with programmes of state
governments for developing synergies directly
or indirectly with institutions of the poor.

Partnerships with NGOs and other C SOs: NRLM
has been proactively seeking partnerships with
Non-Government Organizations (NGOs) and
other Civil Society Organizations (CSOs), at two
levels z strategic and implementation. The
DAOOTI AOOEEDPO AOA COEAA
and values, and mutal agreement on processes
and outcomes. Partnership guidelines to partner
with NGOs, CSOs have beefinalized and
approved this year.

Linkages with PRIs: In view of the eminentroles of

Panchayat Raj Institutions (PRIs) , it is
necessary to consciously structure and
facilitates a mutually beneficial working
relationship between Panchayats and

of Village Panchayats. Formal platfons would

be established for regular consultations between
such institutions and PRIs for exchange of
mutual advice, support and sharing of resources

In addition, the poor would be facilitated to achieve
increased access to their rights, entitlements and
public services, diversified risk and better social
indicators of empowerment. NRLM believes in
harnessing the innate capabilities of the poor
and complements them with capacities
(information, knowledge, skills, tools, finance
and collectivization) to participate in the
growing economy of the country.

Consumer Protection Bill, 2019
AEI EOU
ESoirde Menthif bokicl Révidly &f PRD

The Consumer Protection Bill, 2019 was passed by
Lok Sabha in Jy. The proposed Bill replaces the
Consumer Protection Act, 1986.

B\I?e)c/)featur es of the Bill

Definition of consumer: under the bill a consumer
is defined as aperson who buys any good or
avails a service for a consideration . It does
not include a person wo obtains a good for
resale or a good or service for commercial
purpose. It covers transactions through all
modes including offline, and online through
electronic means, teleshopping, multi -level
marketing or direct selling.

Rights of consumers: The consumer rights defined
under the bill are:

1. Right to be protected against themarketing
of goods and services which are hazardous
o life and property o )
A é URight %o’bé iﬁfoc?meé (I)f t%é&québl\lt{}, IquEar{St\it'fll%o
potency, purity, standard and price of goods
or services

3. Right to be assured of access to a variety of
goods or services at competitivgprices; and

4. Right to seek redressal against unfair or
restrictive trade practices.

Central Consumer Protection Authority: It
mentions that the central government will set up a

institution s of the poor, particularly at the level

Cental Consumer Protection Authority (CCPA) to

8
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promote, protect and enforce tke rights of
consumers. It will regulate matters related to
violation of consumer rights, unfair trade practices,
and misleading advertisements.The CCPA will have
an investigationwing, headed by a DirectortGeneral,
which may conduct an inquiry or investgation into
such violations.

The functions of Central Consumer Protection

Authority:

1. Inquiring into violations of consumer rights,
investigating and launching prosecution at the
appropriate forum

2. Passing orders to recall goods or withdraw
services that ae hazardous, reimbursement of
the price paid, and discontinuation of the unfair
trade practices, as defined in the Bill

3. lIssuing directions to the concerned trader/
manufacturer/ endorser/ advertiser/ publisher
to either discontinue a false or misleading
advertisement, or modify it; (iv) imposing
penalties, and

4. lIssuing safety notices to consumers against
unsafe goods and services

Consumer Disputes Redressal Commission: the
bill mentions that Consumer Disputes Redressal
Commissions (CDRCgill be set up at the district,
state, and national levels. A consumer can file a
complaint with CDRCs in relation to:

Unfair or restrictive trade practices
Defective goods or services

Overchargingor deceptive charging; and

A w0 b P

The offering of goods or services for sale
which may be hazardous to life and
safety. Complaints against an unfair contract
can be filed with only the State and National
Appeals from a District CDRC will be heard
by the State ©ORC. Appeals from the State
CDRC will be heard by the National CDRC
Final appeal will lie before the Supreme
Court.

Jurisdiction of CDRCs:

1. The District CDRC: It will entertain
complaints where the value of goods and
services doesot exceed Rs one crore.

2. The State CDRCIt will entertain complaints
when the value ismore than Rs one crore
but does not exceed Rs 10 crore.

3. National CDRC:It will entertain complaints
with value of goods and servicesver Rs 10
crore.

Product liability:  Product liability means the
liability of a product manufacturer, service
provider or seller to compensate a consumer for
any harm or injury caused by a defective good or
deficient service. To claim compensation, a
consumer has to prove any one of the conditions
for defector deficiency, as ien in the Bill.

Penalties for misleading advertisement:  The
CCPA may impose a penaltgn a manufacturer
or an endorser of up to Rs 10 lakh and
imprisonment for up to two years for a false or
misleading advertisement. In case of a
subsequent offence, thdine may extend to Rs 50
lakh and imprisonment of up to five years

Prohibition of misleading advertisement:  CCPA
can also prohibit the endorser of a misleading
advertisement from endorsing that particular
product or service for a periadd of up to one
year. For every subsequent offence, the period
of prohibiton may extend to three
years. However, there are certain exceptions
when an endorser will not be held liable for such
a penalty.

Arbitration and Conciliation
(Amendment) Bill, 2019

Source: Monthly Policy Review of PRS

The bill seeks to amend the Arbitration and
Conciliation Act, 1996. It contains provisions to deal
with domestic and international arbitration, and
defines the law for conducting conciliation
proceedings.

Key features of the Bill

Arbitration Council of India: The proposed Bill
seeks to establish anindependent body called the
Arbitration Council of India (ACI) for the promotion
of arbitration, mediation, conciliation and other
alternative dispute redressal mechanisms. Its
functions include:
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1. Framing policies for grading arbitral
institutions and accrediting arbitrators.

2. Making policies for the establishment,
operation and maintenance of uniform
professional standards for all alternate
dispute redressal matters, and

3. Maintaining a depository of arbitral awards
(judgments) made in India and abroad.

Composition of the ACI: The ACI will consist of a
Chairperson who is either a Judge of the
Supreme Court Judge of a High Court; or Chief
Justice of a High Court; or an eminenperson
with expert knowledge in conduct of
arbitration. Other members will include an
eminent arbitration practitioner, an academician
with experience in arbitration, and government
appointees.

Appointment of arbitrators: Under the 1996 Act,
parties were free to appont arbitrators. In case
of disagreement on an appointment, parties
could request the Supreme Court, or the High
Court, or any person or institution designated by
such Court, to appoint an arbitrator.

The bill states that the Supreme Court and High
Courts may now designate arbitral
institutions, which parties can approach for the
appointment of arbitrators. For international
commercial arbitration, appointments will be
made by the institution designated by the
Supreme Court. Fp domestic arbitration,
appointments will be made by the institution
designated by the concerned High Court. In case
there are no arbitral institutions available, the
Chief Justice of the concerned High Court may
maintain a panel of arbitrators to perform the
functions of arbitral institutions. The bill
mentions that an application for appointment of
an arbitrator is required to be disposed of within
30 days

Relaxation of time limits: Under the Act, arbitral
tribunals are required to make their award
within a period of 2 months for all arbitration
proceedings. The Bill seeks to remove this time
restriction  for  international commercial
arbitrations. It adds that tribunals must try to
dispose of international arbitration matters

within 12 months.

Written s ubmissions: Currently, there is no time
limit to file written submissions before an
arbitral tribunal. The proposed Bill requires
that the written claim and the defence to the
claim in an arbitration proceeding, should be
completed within six months of the appointment
of the arbitrators.

Confidentiality: It states that all details of
arbitration proceedings will be kept confidential
except for the details of the arbitral award in
certain circumstances. Disclosure of the arbitral
award will only be made wtrere it is necesary
for implementing or enforcing the award.

Arbitration and Conciliation Act and its
applicability: The proposed Bill clarifies that
the 2015 Act shall only apply to arbitral
proceedings which started on or after October
23, 2015

Draft Mod el Tenancy Act 2019

Source:Monthly Policy Review of PRS

The draft Act was released by the Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs. Iseeks to provide for
the regulation and speedy adjudication of matters
related to rental housing. It also seeks to repeal
the existing st ate/union territories (UTs) Rent
Control Acts. With this States may enact a new
tenancy law or amend their existing laws to align
with the provisions of this Model Act

Key features

Tenancy Agreement: The draft Act provides for a
tenancy ageement to be sgned between the
landowner and the tenant (parties). The
duration of tenancy, rent payable, and revision
of rent will be as agreed upon between both
parties and as specified in the agreementNo
person will let out or rent any premises
with out such agreement. Further such
agreement must be registered with the Rent
Authority, in a form as specified in the schedule
to the Act. This will include details such as name,
address, PAN and Aadhaar numbers of the
landowner and tenant, details of the pemises,
and the rent payable.

Rent Authority: The District Collector, with prior
approval of the state/lUT government, will

10
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appoint the Rent Authority (at the rank of
Deputy Collector). The Rent Authority, on
receiving information on a tenancy agreement,
must upload deails of the agreement on its
website. The Authority may also, on application
by the landowner or tenant, fix or revise the
rent, and the date from which the revised rent
x ET 1 Apbpi U8 ! PPAAI O
orders will lie with the Rent Court, andmust be
made within 30 days from the date of the order.

h ¥

Rent Courts: The state government may constitute
as many Rent Courts as it deems necessary. Twq
or more Courts can be constituted for any area.
In such cases the state/UT government may
regulate the dstribution of business among
them.! PPAAI O ACAEI 00 A 2
lie with the Rent Tribunal, and must be made
within 30 days from the date of the order.

Composition of Rent Court: A Rent Court may
consist of two members to e appointed bythe
state/lUT government in consultation with the
High Court.

Rent Tribunal: The state government may
constitute as many Rent Tribunals as it
deems necessary. In case an area has several
such Tribunals, the state/UT government may
notify one of them as the Principal Rent
Tribunal. The Rent Tribunal will be headed by a
Principal Appellate Member (at the level of a
High Court Judge), and comprise of two other
members. The Rent Courts and Tribunals will
seek to dispose of a case within 60 days

Draft National R

Efficiency Policy

esource

Source:Monthly Policy Review of PRS

The draft policy was released by the Ministry for
Environment, Forest and Climate Change for public
comments. The Policy notes that the material
consumption in India has increaed by six times
from 1.2 billion tonnes in 1970 to 7 billion tonnes in
2015. It is expected to double by 2030, in view of
rapid urbanisation, increasing population, and
growing economic development. These are expected
to lead to serious resource depletion and
environmental degradation.

Key features of the policy

The Policy seeks to enable efficient use of natural
resources and promote upcycling of wastes
across all sectors of the economy.

Scope: The Policy aims to implement resource
efficiency for all resairces (e.g. air water) and
_maferiglg across %LI its '|ifQ acle_s 'an,ludigjg:thg

\QAsFaéeQ gf ra\P I?na erial e?t Eti!)n,o Eré% sgln%,
The guiding principles of the policy: The Policy is

and production.
guided by the principles of;

1. Reduction in primary resource consumption
to sugainable levels
2. Creation of higher value through resource
AT O éflcibhPdpprdachds OAA OO x EI |
3. Waste minimisation.
4. Ensuring security of material supply, and
5. Creation of employment opportunities and

business models beneficial to the

environment.

Authorities and Boards p roposed by the policy:
The Policy provides for the establishment of a
National Resource Efficiency Authority
(NREA) to oversee, administer and review
implementation of the Policy. Respective state
governments and ministries will be responsible
for developing and implementing resource
efficiency strategies. An interministerial
National Resource Efficiency Board will be
established to provide guidance on critical
aspects of implementation.

Targets and Action Plans: The Policy aims to
achieve) T AEAGS O éhts luridét Gnle UN
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by
2030. The SDGs consist of 12 goals including
doubling the rate of global rate of improvement
in energy efficiency by 2030, and ensuring
sustainable food production systems.

Three year action plan by NREAThe Policy states
that the NREA will prepare a threeyear action
plan, in consultation with the concerned
ministries, state governments, and stakeholders.
Resource efficiency strategies will be developed
that will lay out sector/region specific scope

1

targets, timelines, and action plans. NREA will

1



MANIFEST IAS

FORTNIGHTLY MANIFESTO-SNIPPETS

AUGUST-2

adopt these strategies into the three year action
plans for implementation. The first Action Plan
has been prepared for 2019 -22

Desert locust incursion in India

Source: Press Information Bureau

About Desert Locust

It is a species of Locust, a swarming shettorned
grasshopper. The Plagues of desert locusts have
threa tened agricultural production in Africa, the
Middle East, and Asia for centuries . It is
potentially the most dangerous of the locust pests
due to its ability of swarms to fly rapidly across
great distances

Impact on agriculture

Locust swarms devastate crps and cause major
agricultural damage and attendant human misery
famine and starvation. The Desert locust plagues
may threaten the economic ivelihood of onetenth

I £ OEA x1 01 A6O EOI AT O
Desert Locust in India

There is an incursion of Desert locust (belogs to the
category of grasshoppers) in low to medium density
since May 2019 onwards, from the border areas of
Pakistan mainly in the Jaisalmerdistrict of the
Rajasthan State. Its presence has also been noticed
in the Barmer and Jalore districts of Rajastn and
Banaskantha district of Gujarat.

But there is no evidence of crop damages by desert
locust. Neither the desert locust control teams nor
any State agriculture functionaries have reported
any damage to the crops.

§u§atgam

% +*3" Churu DELHI
Bnk?)ez‘-

O\‘\

V

o A

P .’i i«
. et

e *
. Nagaur

< 'o‘kisalmer e Jaipur
' odﬁf)ur
= r ® %" RAJASTHAN
o°°o;¢"a&)l'e
. % ® CONTROL
B -
- ¥ OPERATION
.2 i“f’alanpu 3 June 16-30
T 3 2284 ha
> Total until
e GUJARAT June 30
N . 5551 Ha
® Control ® Present @ Absent

Locust Control measures in India

India has a Locust Control and Research scheme
that is being implemented through thelLocust
Warning Organisation (LWO), established in
1939 and amalgamated in 1946 with the
Directorate of Plant Protection Quarantine and
Storage (PPQS) of the Minisyr of Agriculture,
according to the PPQS.

4EA ,7/80 OAODPIT OEAEI EOQU
of the locust situation in Scheduled Desert Areas
mainly in Rajasthan and Gujarat, and partly in
Punjab and Haryana.

Under the Locust Control & Research, the
Department of Agriculture Cooperation and
Farmers Welfare has established 10 Locust
Circle Offices at Barmer, Jaisalmer, Bikaner,
Suratgarh, Churu, Nagaur,Phalodi, Jalore in
Rajasthan and Palanpur & Bhuj in Gujarat
covering almost all the desert areas.

In addition, Locust Warning Organization has
been established at Jodhpur which acts as the
head quarter of the circle offices.

Furthermore, a Field Station on Investigation in
Locust has also been established at Bikaner

The bulletin of LWO on the Locust situatio n

The LWO publishes a fortnightly bulletin on the
locust situation. The latest bulletin on the PPQS
website, for the second fortnight of June, said

12
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control operations had covered 5,551 hectares by
June 30. By July 3, this had risen to 8,051 hectares

accOAET ¢ OI OEA i ET EOOA
Parliament
Rural Non-Farm Sector

Source Yojana Magazine

What is Rural Non- Farm Sector?
Rural-Non-Farm-Sector (RNFS) includes all
economic activities viz., household and non
household manufacturing, handicrafts, pocessing,
repairs, construction, mining and quarrying,
transport, trade, communication, community and
personal services etc. in rural areas.

Need for Rural Non-Farm Sector
““““““““ I £# ACOEAOI §
declining.

As per the tenthAgricultural Census the average size
of agriculture land holding declined to 1.08
hectare in 201516 from 1.15 hectare in 2010
11. This explains the ise of employment in the
Non-Farm Sector.

64% of the rural employment is in the agriculture
sector but the share of the agricultural output
is 39% . hence reducing the dependence of rural
masses on agriculture as a source of income will
help improve the overall income of rural
population

Different Rural Non-farm Sectors
Mining and Quarrying

Household and NorHousehold manufacturing
Construction and manufacturing

Trade, Hotel and Restaurant

Transport, Storage and Communications

Government of India initiativ es

The Government of India has introduced a large
number of schemes over the years to diversify the
rural population into non-farm activities, few of
them are;

The Mahatma  Gandhi  National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA),
2005: It provides one hurdred days of

guaranteed wage employment in every financial

year to every household whose adult member
volunteer to do unskilled manual work.

%gegdayaf l%gdﬂa?/ érlameeg? éa%éhaq Yojzﬁﬁ: It
is implemented by the Ministry of Rural
Development to drive the natonal agenda for
inclusive growth, by developing skills and
productive capacity of the rural youth fom poor
families. It funds training projects benchmarked
to global standards, with an emphasis on
placement, retention, career progression and
foreign placement.

Deen Dayal Antyodaya Yaojana-NRLM: It seeks
toseeks to alleviate rural poverty through
building sustainable community institutions of
the poor.

AaeRvikg Gramepn ExpiessoYojang (ACEYHItiH O A A A
related to operating road transport service in
backward areas by the SHGs which provide an

additional avenue of livelihood for SHGs.

Pradhan Mantri Mudra Y ojana (PMMY): Under
this scheme collateral free loans are provided by
Banks, NonBanking Financial Companies
(NBFCs) and Micro Finance Institutions (MFIs)
to small/micro business enterprises in the
nonagricultural sector to individuals to enable
them to sd& up or expand their business
activities.

Challengesin Rural Non-Farm Sectors
Quantity, quality and reliability of Infrastructure

Regulatory restrictions on small sectors
llliteracy and lack of awareness
Rural Tourism -An assetto Non Farm Sector

Meaning of Rural Tourism

Rural tourism can be defined as the country
AdDbAOEAT AAO xEEAE AT AT I BPAO
attractions and activities that take place in
agicultural or non -urban areas

As per Ministry of Tourism, any form of tourism
that showcases the rual life, art, culture and
heritage at rural locations, thereby benefiting the
local community economically and socially as well as
enabling interaction between the tourists and the
locals for a more enriching tourism experience can
be termed as rural toursm

Mapping of the Rural Tourism
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Each of the 52 commissioned rural sites of Ministry
of Tourism has a USP (rural resources), it has
attempted to divide the rural resources into three
categories they are:

1. Resources by virtue of geographical and climatic
characteristics of the region, flora and fauna,
rivers, landscape, scenic beauty, etc.

2. Aspects of the rural culture like village folklore,
handicrafts, textile products, social bonds etc

3. Farm produce and practices
harvesting

like sowing,

Importance of Rural Non-Farm Sector
The NonFarm Sector is being accorded wide
recognition in recent years for the following reasons

It may facilitate employment growth

It may prevent many rural people from migrating to
urban areas

It offers more remunerative activities to supplement
agricultural income

It provides a means for the rural poor to cope when
farming fails

The Inter -State River Water
Disputes (Amendment) Bill, 201 9

Source: Monthly Policy Review of PRS

The proposed bill amends the IntefState River
Water Disputes Act, 1956. The Act provides for the
adjudication of disputes relating to waters of inter
state rivers and river valleys.

Key features of the bill

Under the Inter-State River Water Disputes Acta
state government may request the central
government to refer an inter -state river
dispute to a Tribunal for adjudication . If the
central government is of the opinion that the
dispute cannot be settled through negaations,
it is required to set up a Water Disputes Tribunal
for adjudication of the dispute, within a year of
receiving such a complaint. The Bill seeks to
replace this mechanism.

Disputes Resolution Committee(DRC): Under the
proposed Bill, when a stateputs in a request
regarding any water dispute, the central

government will set up a Disputes Resolution
Committee (DRC), to resolve the dispute
amicably.

Composition of DRC: The DRC will comprise of a
Chairperson, and experts with at least 15 years
of experience in relevant sectors, to be
nominated by the central government. It will
also comprise one member from each state (at
Joint Secretary level), who are party to the
dispute, to be nominated by the concerned state
government.

Dispute resolution Meclanism under the bill: It has
been mentioned that the DRC will seek to
resolve the dispute through negotiations, within
one year (extendable by six months), and submit
its report to the central government. If a dispute
cannot be settled by the DRC, the ceaal
government will refer it to the Inter-State River
Water Disputes Tribunal. Such referral must be
made within three months from the receipt of
the report from the DRC.

Tribunal and its multiple benches: The central
government will set up an InterState River
Water Disputes Tribunal, for the adjudication of
water disputes. This Tribunal can have multiple
benches. All existing Tribunals will be dissolved,
and the water disputes pending adjudication
before such existing Tribunals will be
transferred to the new Tribunal.

Composition of the Tribunal:
1. A Chairperson
2. Vice Chairper®n
3. Three judicial members
4. Three expert members

They will be appointed by the central government
on the recommendation of a Selection
Committee.

Each Tribunal Bench will consist of &hairperson or
Vice-Chairperson, a judicial member, and an
expert member.

The central government may also appoint two
experts serving in the Central Water Engineering
Service as assessors to advise the Bench in its
proceedings.
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The assessor should nabe from the state which is a of the Supreme |on the parties
party to the dispute. Court. involved in
The Act provided the dispute.
Major changes proposed under the Bill that the central The. Bill IS
Proposed government may | making it
Inter -State River changes make a scheme to | mandatory
Features Water Disputes under  the give effect to the | for the central
Act, 1956 bill decision of the | government
Tribunal. to make such
Time limit | Under the Act, the | Under the Bill, a scheme.
for Tribunal must | the proposed :
Tribunals give its deckion Tribunal must Data  Bank | Under the Act, the The. Bill
decision within three give its & _ central proyfdes  that
years, which may | decision  on Information goyernment the central
be extended by |the dispute system maintains a data | government
two years. within two bank and | will  appoint
years, which information or authorise
may ' be system at the |an agency to
extended by national level for maintain such
another year each river basin. data bank.
Referring a | Under the | The Bill
matter to existing Act, if the amends this
Tribunal matter is again |to specfy that |[The Occupational Safety, Health
referred to the | such and Working Conditions Code,
Tribunal by a | extension b019
state for further may be up to
consideration, a maximum of | |Source: Monthly Policy Review of PRS
the Tribunal must six months.
submit its report Key features
o the cestral Applicability: The Code applies tastablishments
overnment employing at least 10 workers, and to all
\g/]vithina eriod of mines and docks. It does not apply to
one le This apprentices. Further, it makes special
eriody calln be provisions for certain types of establishments
Extended by the and classes of employegessuch asfactories,
. y mines, and building and con struction
workers.
government.
- X The Code repeals and replaces 13 labour laws
Decision of | Under the Act, the | The Bill . . "
h decisi ¢ th h relating to safety, health and working conditions.
T('ab | nglSlor: ° ¢ be remgves ¢ € These include the Factories Act, 1948, the Mines
MIENG rlblgn: dth)Js the refquwemen h Act, 1952, and the Contract Labour (Regulath
published by the 1o . Suc and Abolition) Act, 1970.
central publication. It
i The authorities under the code: the code
government in | adds that the
the official decision of mentions that all establishments covered by the
gazette. This | the Bench of Code must be registered with registering
decision has the |the Tribunal officers. Further, Inspector -cum-facilitators
same force as |wil be final may inquire into accidents, and conduct
that of an order |and binding inspections of establishments. Both these
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authorities are appointed by the central or state
government. Additionally, the government may
require certain establishments to set upsafety

committees comprising representatives  of
employers and workers.

Advisory Bodies: The central and state
governments will set up Occupational Safety
and Health Advisory Boards at the national
and state level, respectively. These Boards will
advise the central and state governments on the
standards, rules, and regulations to be fran
under the Code.

Duties of employers: The Code specifies several
duties of employers. These include:

1. Providing a workplace that is free from
hazards that may cause injury or diseases,
and

2. Providing free annual health examinations to
employees, as presribed. In case of an
accidentat the workplace that leads to death
or serious bodily injury of an employee, the
employer must inform the relevant
authorities.

Rights and duties of employees: Duties of employees

under the Code include:
1. Taking care of thér own health and safety

2. Complying with the specified safety and
health standards, and

3. Reporting unsafe situations to the inspector.
Every employee will have the right to obtain
from the employer information related to
safety and health standards.

Worki ng Hours: Work hours for different classes of
establishment and employees will beprovided
as per the rules prescribed by the central or
state government. For overtime work , the
worker must be paid twice the rate of daily
wages. Female workers, with theirconsent, may
work past 7pm and before 6am, if approved by
the central or state government.

Leave and Wages: The code also mentions thaho
employee may work for more than six days a
week. However, exceptions may be provided for
motor transport workers. Workers must receive
paid annual leave for at least one in 20 days of

the period spent on duty. For sales promotion
employees, medical leave must be provided for
at least oneeighteenth of the period of
service. During medical leave, the worker
must be paid half his daily wages.

Working conditions and welfare facilities and
gender sensitivity: The employer is required to
provide a hygienic work environment with
ventilation, comfortable temperature and
humidity, sufficient space, clean drinking water,
and latrine and urinal accommalations. Other
welfare facilities may be provided as per
standards  prescribed by the central
government. These facilities may include
separate bathing places and locker rooms for
male, female and transgender employees,
canteens, first aid boxes, and crech es.

Offences and penalties:

1. Under the Code, an offence that leads to the
death of an employee will be punishable
with imprisonment of up to two years, or a
fine up to five lakh rupees, or both.

2. Further, courts may direct that at bast 50%
of such fine begiven as compensation to the
heirs of the victim.

3. For any other violation where the penalty is
not specified, the employer will be penalised
with a fine between two and three lakh
rupees.

4. If an employee violates provisions of le
Code, he will be subjet to a fine of up to Rs
10,000

Inter -Ministerial Committee
report on Virtual Currencies in
India

Source: Monthly Policy Review of PRS

Background

A highlevel Inter-Ministerial Committee was
constituted in November 2017 to study he issues
related to virtual currencies and propose actions to
be taken. The Committee submitted its report in the
year 2019. The mandate of the Committee included
examining the policy and legal framework for
regulation of virtual currencies
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What is Virtu al currency?

Virtual curr ency is a digitally tradable form of
value, which can be used as a medium of exchange
or acts as a store of value or a unit of account. It doeg
not have the status of a legal tender. A legal tender is
guaranteed by the central govenment and all
parties are legally bound to accept it as a mode of
payment

Cryptocurrency is a specific type of virtual
currency, which is decentralised and protected by
cryptographic encryption techniques.
Decentralisation implies that there is no central
authority where records of transactions are
maintained. Instead, transaction data is recorded
and shared across multiple distributor networks,
through independent computers. This technology is
known asDistributed Ledger Technology

Key observations and recommendations of the

Committee include:

Issues related to virtual currencies: The Committee
observed that cryptocurrencies cannot replace
traditional currencies due to several issues
associated with them. These include:

1. Cryptocurrencies are subjected tomarket

fluctuations.

2. Cryptocurrencies are decentralised , which
makes themdifficult to regulate.

3. Cryptocurrency design have  several
vulnerabilities ~ which leave consumers

open to risk of phishing cyber-attacks and

ponzi sthemes. Further, transactions are
irreversible, meaning there is no way to

redress wrong transactions.

Cryptocurrencies require large amount of
storage and processing power, which can
have unfavourable consequences on the
Al 01T 6ous O AT AOcuU OAOI
Cryptocurrencies provide greater anonymity
making them more vulnerable to money -
laundering and terrorist  funding
activities .

Regulatory framework around the world: The
Committee observed that different regulatory
frameworks are followed in different countries
with respect to cryptocurrencies. Countries

such as Japan, Switzerland and Thailand

allow use of cryptocurrencies as a mode of
payment. In Russia, they can be used as a
mode of exchange (barter exchange), but not
for payments . On the other handChina has a
complete ban on virtual cur rencies. The
Committee observed that no country has
allowed the use of any virtual currency as legal
tender.

The Committee recommended that all private
cryptocurrencies, except any cryptocurrency
issued by the State, be baed in India and any
activity connected with cryptocurrencies be
criminalised through a law. Further, it
recommended that the government may
establish a Standing Committee to take into
account the global and local technological
developments in the field ad revisit the issues
related to virtual currencies, as and when
required.

Official Digital Currency: The Committee observed
that an official digital currency can have several
advantages over the existing payment
mechanisms. These include the availabilitgf all
records of transactions,cheaper alternative for
cross border payments and ease and safety of
distribution.

The Committeenoted that there are several risks
and issues associated with its
implementation as well Significant
infrastructure investment would be required to
issue a dgital currency. Validating transactions
in a distributed network would involve high
electricity consumption and require high
computation power. Further, there could be
infrastructural challenges on account of
electricity outages and internet connectivity.

The Committee recommended that aropen mind

O Ori%e%l?ta be’ﬁépﬁegarding introduction of an
official digital currency in India. It
recommended that, if required, a Committee
may be setup by the Ministry of Finance with
representatives from RBI and the Mirstry of
Electronics and Information  Technology
(MEITY), to examine and develop an appropriate
model of digital currency in India. If such a
digital currency is issued, RBI should be the
regulator.
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Applications of Distrib uted Ledger Technology
(DLT): The Committee observed that while
cryptocurrencies do not offer any advantage as a
currency, the underlying technology (DLT) has
several potential applications. DLT makes it
easier to identify duplicate transactions, and
therefore can be utilised for fraud -detection,
processing KYC requirements, and claim
management for insurance. Further, it can be
helpful for removing errors, frauds in land
markets, if used for maintaining land records.

The Committee recommended that the Dmartment
of Economic Affairs shoid identify uses of DLT
and take measures to facilitate its usage.
Similarly, financial sector regulators should
examine the utility of the technology in their
respective fields

National essential diagnostic list
(NEDL)

- - |

\

\ -
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Source: The Hindu

Manifest pedagogy:

Reforms in health is a topic which needs continuous
updating. Students need to have a holistic idea to
write good answers. It is desirable to read all hdgh
articles at once by students which are posted on
Manifest-11 since beginning

In news:

India has got its first National Essential Diagnostics
List (NEDL) finalised by the Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR)

Placing it in syllabus:
Paper-1 Society

Current dimensions:

Problems faced by India in diagnostics
What is National essential diagnostics list?
How will it solve problems in diagnostics?

Content:
NEDL aims to bridge the current regulatoryfO U OO A | &
gap that do not cover all the medical deviceand in-
vitro diagnostic device (IVD)

Problems faced by India in diagnostics:

In India, diagnostics (medical devices and in vitro
diagnostics) follow a regulatory framework based
on the drug regulations under the Drugs and
Cosmetics Act, 1940 and Drugs andosmetics Rules
1945. Diagnostics are regulated under the
regulatory provisions of the Medical Device Rules,
2017. The diagnostic laboratories sector is highly
fragmented with standalone centres accouting for
45-50% of the market and organized ones having
25-30% shares. Hospitalbased diagnostic centres
account for the rest. Their core problems are:

1. Monopoly z Most pathology labs have
monopolies in their geographic locations.

There is no stratificaion of labs and there is a lack of
awareness among thegeople.

2. High competition because of low entry
barriers amid lack of regulations continues
to be a challenge for large diagnostic chains
such as Dr Lal Pathlabs Ltd, Thyrocare
Technologies Ltd, Metropak Healthcare Ltd
etc.. who have voluntarily got their
laboratories accredited by NABL

3. No Rate transparencyz Since there are no
published rates for most path labs, the test
rates could vary from 50%200% of the
actual test cost without an assurance of
quality

4. Most laboratories do not offer sample
collection facilities which is a pretty basic
facility

5. Parliament enacted the Clinical
Establishments Act, 2010, which prescribes
minimum standards for facilities and
services for clinical establishments, but this
has to be adopted by states as health is a
state subject.
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So far only 10 stateg Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand,

Rajasthan, Bihar, Jharkhand, Sikkim, Mizoram,
Arunachal Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, and Assam

have implemented it, leaving a large number of
laboratories unregulated.

6. National Accreditation Board for Tesing and
Calibration Laboratories (NABL) is the nodal
agency for accreditation of laboratories but
accreditation is a voluntary process.
According to details on the NABL website,
783 medical laboratories have been
accredited as of 31 January,2019. This she
less than 1% of the total laboratories are
accredited.

NABL standards are very high and it is
expensive for many labs to build and sustain
the infrastructure that is required for
accreditation.

The current regulatory systems do not cover
all the medicd devices and Invitro
diagnostic device (IVD)

National essential diagnostics list (NEDL):

India has become the first country to compile such a
list that would provide guidance to the
government for deciding the kind of diagnostic
tests that different heathcare facilities in
villages and remote areas require.

EDL has been developed for all levels of health care
Z village level, primary, secondary and tertiary
care (from village to district level).

Tests for each level of care have been proposed
based on the utility and requirement of test at
that level, infrastructure, training available or
proposed to be made available through other

initiatives.

%OAT OEI OCE 7(/ 80 %$, inj
May,2018) acts as a reference point for
development of national%$ , h ) T AEA3 O

list has been customised and prepared as per

1 AT AGAAPA T &£ )T AEAGO EA

The list also encompasses tests relevant for new
programmes such as Healt and Wellness
Centres (HWCs) under the Pradhan Mantri Jan

Arogya Yojana
Scopeof NEDL:

19

Both in vitro diagnostics and other diagnostic tests
like radiology have been included.

Test category includes a group of general laboratory
tests for routine patient care and for diagnosis of

communicable and non communicable
diseases.
These tests are grouped in categories (like

Haematology; Clinical pathology; Biochemistry;
Microbiology and Serology).

Inclusion of the diagnostic test on specific diseases
selected on the basis of disease burden: Vector
borne diseases (Malaria, Dengye Filariasis,
Chikungunya, Japanese encephalitis);
Leptospirosis, Brucellosis, Tuberculosis,
Hepatitis A, B C and E, HIV, Syphilis.

Certain tests have been put as desirable testma
should be included in regions or states (endemic
areas) with high diseaséburden of that disease.

| COEAAT AA AT AOGI AT O 11 02AC
AEACT T OOEAOYd . AOGEI T AI Al
been included.

Information on Human Resources has been
included.

Information on equipment required for delivery of
diagnostic services ha been included

How will it solve problems in diagnosticsindustry?
ICMR has noted the key challenges imiagnostics
sector and has finalised the implementation of the
NEDL.:

Adoption by States and harmonisation with local
standard diagnostic protocols and treatment
guidelines.

Provision of requisite infrastructure, processes and
Human Resources.

@Es%r%go qua'ﬁt@ o'% toesl%slinlcludinog'&EbéSA agd& qﬁality

fj %dgagaieéﬁjtilisation d EDL tests for
i e

RRELn e
making  inform ecisions for treatment
APBEORAO0A POET OEOEAOS

The implementation of NEDL which has included
remedies for all the challenges would enable

improved health care services delivery through
evidence-based care,

improved patient outcomes;
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reduction in out-of-pocket expenditure;
effective utilisation of public healthfacilities;

effective assessment of disease burden, disease
trends;

surveillance and outbreak identification;

address antimicrobial resistance crisis.

Scheme for Rehabilitation of

Bonded Labourer

Source:Press Information Bureau

The Government of India hasmplemented a Central
Sector Scheme for Rehabilitation of Bonded
Labourer, 2016 for providing rehabilitation

assistance to the released bonded labour.

Financial assistance
As per the scheme , financial assistance to the tune
of Rs. 1,00,000, Rs. 2,00,009 Rs. 3,00,000f are
provided to released bonded labourers based on
their category and level of exploitation. In addition
to the financial assistance, the bengfiaries are also
entitled for the following:

Allotment of House/site & agricultural land
Land development

Provision of low cost dwelling Units.

Animal husbandry, dairy, poultry, piggery etc.

Wage employment, enforcement of minimum wages
etc.

Collection and processing of minor forest products.

Supply of essential commodities under targeted
public distribution system.

Education for children.
Any other Welfare Scheme of State/Central Govt.

Other legal provisions related to Child labour in
India

Child Labour (Prohibition

Amendment Act, 2016 :

The Amendment Act Inter alia provides for coplete
prohibition of work or employment of children
below 14 years in any occupation and process
and prohibition of adolescents in the age group
of 14 to 18 yeas in hazardous occupations and

& Regulation)

processes.

The Amendment Act also provides stricter
punishment for employers for violation of the
Act and has made the offence as cognizable.

National Child Labour Project Scheme-1988:

Under the NCLP Schemehildren in the age group of
9-14 years are rescued/withdrawn from work
and enrolled in the NCLP Special Tming
Centers, where they are provided with bridge
education, vocational training, midday meal,
stipend, health care, etc. before being
mainstreamed into formal education system.

The objectives of the NCLP Scheme are given below:
1. To eliminate all forms d child labour.

2. To identify and withdraw of all child and
adolescent workers in the project area from
child labour.

3. To contribute to the withdrawal of all young
workers from occupation and facilitating
them with vocational training opportunities
for such aolescents through the existing
scheme of skill developments.

4. To create awareness amongst stakeholders,
target communities, the orientation of NCLP
and other functionaries on the issues of child
labour.

5. To create monitoring, tracking and reporting
system n Child Labour.

Organic Tea farming under Tea
Development & Promotion
Scheme

Source: Press Information Bureau & Tea Board

Tea Development & Promotion Scheme

In order to offer financial assistance and improve
the competence of the tea industry, the Tea
Development & Promotion Scheme (TDPS) was
launched by the Tea Board of India. Tea is one of
the industries, which by an Act of Parliament comes
under the control of the Union Government. There
are 7 supporting schemes under TDPS they are;

1. Plantation Developnent

2. Quality Upgradation and Product

Diversification
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3. Domestic and International Market

Promotion
4. Research and Development
5. Human Resource Development
6. National Programme for Tea Regulation
7. Establishment Expenses

Organic Tea Farming

The Tea Board has accordedue priority under the
Tea Development & Promotion Scheme (TD&PS) for
the promotion and development of organic tea
farming in the country. Following are the list of
activities and the assistance provided to them.

S.No. | Activity Assistance

1. Organic 50% of the cost of
Certification certification including
(Plantation) renewals with ceiling of

Rs.2.00 lakhs per
certificate.

2. Organic 50% of the cost of
certification certificate with ceiling
(Factory) of Rs.2.00 Lakhs per

factory per financial
year.

3. Organic Rs.2.00 lakhs per ha for
Conversion small tea growers

Tea Board of India

The present Tea Board set up under the Tea Act

1953 was constituted on 1st April 1954.

Organisation of the Board: The present Tea Board
is functioning as a statutory body 6 the Central
Government under the Ministry of Commerce.

Composition: The Board is constituted of 31
members (including Chairman) drawn from
Members of Parliament, tea producers, tea
traders, tea brokers, consumers, and
representatives of Governments from the
principal tea producing states, and trade unions
.The Board is reconstituted every three years.

Functions of the Tea Board : The Tea Board has
wide functions and responsibilities under the
direction of the Central Government. Briefly the
primary functions of the Tea Board are as under

1. Rendering financial and technical assistance
for cultivation, manufacture and marketing
of tea.

2. Export Promotion

3. Aiding Research and Development activities
for augmentation of tea production and
improvement of tea quality.

4. Extend financial assistance in a limited way
to the plantation workers and their wards
through labour welfare schemes.

5. To encourage and assist both financially and
technically the unorganised small growers
sector.

6. Collection and maintenance of Statistal
data and publication

7. Such other activities as are assigned from
time to time by the Central Government.

Offices of Tea Board in India: With Head Office
located in Kolkata, West Bengal it has twenty
three offices which include Zonal, Regional and
Sub-Regonal Offices

Foreign Offices: Currently Tea Board hastwo
overseas offices located at Dubai, and Moscow.
All these foreign offices of the Board are designed to
undertake the various promotional measures to
boost up export of Indian tea. These offices alsact
as a liaison office for interaction between importers
of Indian tea of the respective regions as well as
Indian Exporters

-1l in

Launch of Phase of DBT

Fertilizer Subsidy
Source: Press Information Bureau

Recently the Union Minister launched the PhasH of
the Direct Benefit Transfer of Fertilizer Subsidy
(DBT 2.0). The Department of Fertilizers (DoF) has
implemented the Phasel of Direct Benefit Transfer
(DBT) system in fertilizer subsidy panindia in
Fertilizers with effect from March 2018. Presently
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the sale of all subsidised fertilizers to
farmers/buyers are being made through Point of
Sale (PoS) devices instied at each retailer shop and
the beneficiaries are identified through Aadhaar
Card, KCC, Voter Identity Card etc.

The new Initiatives of DBT 2.0 are:

DBT Dashboards: In order to facilitate accurate
information gathering and decisionmaking
w.r.t. the postion of
requirement/supply/availability — of  various
fertilizers at National, State and District levels,
the DoF has developed various dashboasd
These dashboards provide various reports
regarding the Fertilizer Stock position at
ports, plants, in the Stat es, at District levels;
Proportionate requirement for the season and
availability of stocks at various levels; Top 20
buyers; Frequent buyers; Retailers not selling
fertilizers etc. The reports would facilitate real -

time monitoring of the availability and  sale
of fertilizers within each State/UT.
Multi -lingual facility and PoS 3.0 software: The

Multi-lingual facility would provide Aadhar

virtual 1D option for registration, login and sale
activity in DBT software. It would also have a
provision for area-spedfic, crop-specific

recommendations based on Soil Health Card
(SHC) data. Further, it would capture sale to
farmers, mixture  manufacturers, plater

association separately.

Desktop PoS Version: Keeping in view the various
operational challenges viz. limitedPoS vendors,
rush of sales due to peak season etc. the
department has developed a multilingual
desktop version of PoS software as an
alternative or added facility to PoS devices.

Difference between Phaseone and Phasetwo
Phasel DBT system in Fertlizers (DBT 1.0)
envisaged the release of 100% subsidy on
various fertilizer grades to the fertilizer
companies on the basis of actual sales made by

the retailer to the beneficiaries.

The Phase-1l of DBT will explore the feasib ility of
AEOAAO AAOE OOAT O&FZAO Ol

Significance

With the implementation of second phase of DBT,

the system would become more transparent and the

penetration of fertilizer subsidy would further be
increased in the country

Pharmaceutica | and Export
Promotion Council (Pharmexcil)

Source: PIB and Pharmexcil

The council was set up by the Ministry of Commerce
& Industry in 2004 with a mandate to promote
Pharmacedicals exports and is playing the role of a
facilitator in promoting exports of pharmaceutical
products.

The Indian pharmaceutical industry, through
participation in various trade events and fairs have
been able to enhance its presence and exports of
pharmaceutical products in countries across the
world.

Role of the Council

Make representations to Govt. of India and other
agencies in India and abroad to get amicable
solutions for the common problems of the
Industry

Make suggestions to Govt. of India on poy issues
relating to Pharma exports

Online Issue of Certificate of Origin & RCMC
(Registration cum Membership Certificate)

Organizing periodical Seminars/Interactive
meetings on export related issues

Assisting members to get their MAI (Market Access
Incentives) claims refunded from Govt. of India

Organizing Business Meetigs in India and abroad
Organizing Trade delegations abroad

Products and services falling under the purview
of Pharmexcil are
A Active Pharmaceutical Ingredients (API)

Finished Dosage Form¢FDF)
Herbal/ Ayurveda
Unani

Siddha

Homeopathy . . o
OEr%\ pﬁEAyOI AO& O
Biologics

AAT O1 608

A
A
A
A
A
A ]
) A
A

A

Diagnostics
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A Surgicals disabilities in schools than boys  with
A Nutraceuticals disabilities in school.
A Collaborative Research The .repgr.t. said, a large number of children with
) ' disabilities do not go to regular schools but are
A Contract Manufacturing enrolled at the National Institute of Open
A Clinical Trials & Consultancy Schooling (NIOS).
A Regulatory Services Attitude of parents: According to the UNESCO
report, the attitude of parents and teachers
0St at e of t he E d u g a towargs ipcludipg ghifgirgn with disabilities into
for India 2019 - Children with malnstre.am educatlop |§ also c.ru0|al to
] ) ) accomplish the goal ofnclusive education.
Disabi | I {tUNESEO

Source:PIB and UNESCO

Recently UNESC® OA OAT OAA O3 OA0A
Report for India 2019 # EET AOAT xEOE

Vice President of India. The report contains 10
recommendations, including amendments to Right
to Education Actto align with the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities (RPWD) Act by incorporating

specific concerns of children with disabilities

Key highlights of the report are

To be published annually, the 2019 report is the first
of its kind published by UNESCO Newelhi and
highlights accomplishments and challenges with
regards to the right to education of children with
disabilities (CWDs).

Based on extensive research of national and
international documents of reference, it
provides comprehensive and detailed

inform ation on the current state of education of
CWDs

It mentions that at present, threefourths of the
children with disabilities at the age of 5 years
and onefourth between 5-19 years do not go to
any educational institution. The number of
children enrolled in school drops significantly
with each successive levedf schooling.

The report took into account the 2011 census,
according to which there are 78,64,636 children
with disability in India constituting 1.7 percent
of the total child population.

It also stdes that the number of children enrolled in
school drops significantly with each successive
level of schooling. There arefewer girls with

23

As per the report development of inclusive practices
requires flexible curriculum and availability of
i appPropriatg resg @S Riffegent frameworks for
$ EQYVACAIEM desigp KB §e agqped to develop a
curriculum that is both universal and sutable to
adaptations. Accessibility to physical
infrastructure, processes in the school, assistive
and ICT technology and devices are also
essential resources.

It also mentions that the RTE Act 2009 and the
RPWD Act 2016 have helped create a
comprehensive legal framework for inclusive
education. However, there remain a few
ambiguities in terms of where children with
disabilities should study and who should teach
them; and gaps in terms of appropriatenorms
and standards applicable to all educational
institutions and services provided to children
with disabilities and an absence of a coordinated
authority that can enforce the norms and
standards

Ten Recommendations
Emerging from extensive analysis,
proposes a set of ten recommendations:

1.

the report

Amend the RTE Act to better align with the
RPWD Act by including specific concerns of
education of children with disabilities.

Establish a coordinating mechanism under
MHRD for effective convergence of all edation
programmes of children with disabilities.

Ensure specific and adequate financial allocation
in education budgets to meet the learning needs
of children with disabilities.
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4. Strengthen data systems to make them robust,
reliable and useful for implemenation and
monitoring.

5. Enrich school ecosystems and involve all
stakeholders in support of children with
disabilities.

6. Massively expand the wuse of information
technology for the education of children with
disabilities.

7. Give a chance to every child and leaveo child
with disability behind.

8. Transform teaching practices to aid the inclusion
of diverse learners.

9. Overcome stereotypes and build positive
dispositions towards children with disabilities,
both in the classroom and beyond.

10. Foster  effective  partnershis  involving

government, civil society, the private sector and
local communities for the benefit of children
with disabilities.

Significance of the report

5. %3#/ 60 30A0A T &£ OEA
expected to deepen our understanding in this
regard and help the education system better
respond to the learning needs of children with
disabilities.

0,

This will enable India to make significant progress
towards its collective objective of leaving no one
behind and provide to all children and youth
equitable opportunities for quality learning

India -based Ne utrino Observatory
(INO)

Source: PIB and INO website

The Government of India has approved a project to
build the India-based Neutrino Observatory (INOhat
Pottipuram in Theni District of Tamil Nadu
Briefly, the project aims to set up a 51000 torron
Calorimeter (ICAL) detector to observe naturally
occurring atmospheric neutrinos in a cavern at
the end of an approximately 2 km long tunnel in a
mountain
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About the project

The India-basedNeutrino Observatory (INO) Project
is a multi-institutional effort aimed at building a
world -class underground laboratory with a rock
cover for nonraccelerator based high energy and
nuclear physics research in India.

It measures cosmic rays. There is no oher
neutrino detector anywhere in India at present.
ICAL at INO would be the first of its type.

The Project includes:

Construction of an underground laboratory and
hA Ol TsurfadA Bl at PHEpWamik O
Bodi West hills of Theni District of Tamil
Nadu

Construction of anlron Calorimeter (ICAL) detector
for studying neutrinos, consisting of 50000 tons
of magnetized iron plates arranged in stacks
with gaps in between where Resistive Plate
Chambers (RPCs) would be inserted as active
detectors. Determindion of neutrino masses and
mixing parameters is one of the most important
open problems in physics today. The ICAL
detector is designed to address some of these
key open problems in a unique way.

Setting up of National Centre for High Energy
Physics at Maurai, for the operation and
maintenance of the underground laboratory,
human resource development and detector R&D
along with its applications.

What are Neutrinos?

Neutrinos are fundamental particles belonging to
the lepton family. They come in three flagurs, one
associated wth electrons and the others with their
heavier cousins the muon and the Tau. According to
standard model of particle physics, they are mass
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less. However recent experiments indicate that
these chargeneutral fundamental particles, hae
finite but small mass which is unknown

National

Gaganyaan Advisory

Council

Source: Press Information Bureau

A Gaganyaan National Advisory Council has been
created with members from different institutions
and industries

Composition of the council

Secretaries of Department ofSpace, Department of
Science and Technology, Department of Defence
Research and Development, Department of
Scientific and Industrial Research

Principal Scientific Advisor to PM
Senior Officials from Armed Forces
Indian Coast Gard

Former Chairman of ISRO
Member of Space Commission

Former Director of Aeronautical

Agency

Development

Former Indian Astronaut

Directors of Premier Academic and Research

Institutions and
Heads of various Indian Industries

About Gaganyaanprogramme
The Gaganyaan programme, an ingenous mission
that would take Indian astronauts to space

Gaganyaan is an Indian crewed orbital spacecraft
that is intended to send 3 astronauts to space for
a minimum of seven days by 2022, as part of the
Indian Human Spaceflight Programme.

The spacecraft which is being developed by the
Indian Space Research Organisation (lIsro),
consists of a service module and a crew module,
collectively known as the Orbital Module.

It will be for the first time that India will | aunch its
manned mission to space, makinghe country
fourth in line to have sent a human into space.

) 001 66 ' AT OUT AEOTIT1T 00 3

GSLV Mk I, the threestage heawylift launch

vehicle, will be used to launch Gaganyaan as it
has the necssary payload capability.

The launcher uses two S200 solid rocket boosters to
provide the huge amount of thrust required for
lift off.

The Second India -Russia
Strategic  Economic  Dialogue
(IRSED)

Source:Press Information Bureau

The Second IndiaRussia Straegic Economic

Dialogue (IRSED) was heldni July, in New Delhi,
under the chairmanship of ViceChairman of NITI
Aayog and Deputy Minister of the Economic
Development of the Russian Federation

Focuson six core areas of cooperation
The Second meeting of th IRSED focussed on six
core areas of coopration, namely

1. Development of Transport Infrastructure
and Technologies

2. Development of Agriculture and Agre
Processing sector

Small and Medium Business support

Digital Transformation and  Frontier

Technologies

5. Cooperation in Trade, Banking, Finance, and
Industry; and

6. Tourism & Connectivity

Other Key highlights
The Dialogue included parallel roundtables which
discussed areas of cooperation and concrete

roadmaps for future negotiations across
outlined core areas.
The roundtable on Digital transformation and

Frontier Transformation: It focussed on areas of
collaboration between India and Russia in the
digital space and frontier technologies. Also
discussed potential for future collaborations
across various sectors sut as payments
platform, joint startup ecosystem, use of digital
technology in various areas such as education,

A ORISYUgtigngnd skilkingq A g AEEAT A
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Roundtable on Development of Transport | About IRSED
Infrastructure and Technologies: It discussed | It was established following a bilateral

areas of cooperation acrossvarious modes of
transport such as speed upgradtion, safety and
passenger comfort in railways, creation of twin
ports between India and Russia, ship building
and river navigation, research and development,
and ensuring predictability of cost and
movementschedules across transport corridors.

increasing collaboration and cooperation
between Small and Medium Businesses in India
and Russia, the roundtable recommended
setting up of nodal points of interaction between
the two countries. Ensuring access toirfance,
seamless digital banking, access to-fBarkets
and broad-based engagement across sectors
were also discussed.

For

The roundtable on Agriculture and Agreprocessing:
It noted the dynamic nature of agriculture,
livestock rearing and food processing in bdt
countries and the immense opportunities of
cooperation. Recommendations included closer
communication  between the respective
agriculture ministries to streamline
collaborative efforts. Reciprocity in terms of
acceptance of certification, deployment of Al
backed frontline technologies and software wee
also under discussion.

The roundtable on Tourism and Connectivity: It
highlighted the need to increase bilateral
tourism and exploring natural avenues for
economic and commercial partnerships.
Expanding vistor itineraries for both countries,
and creating more products for tourist interest
such as yoga and medical tourism were also
considered.  Working towards improving
regional connectivity and improving
government and industry cooperation was also
discussed.

The roundtable on Industrial Trade and
Cooperdion: It emphasised awareness exchange
between the two countries in areas of
investment opportunities. Exploring better
Businessto-Business communication and
collaboration, generating greater investment
flows through public and private cooperation in
an arganised way.

Memorandum of Understanding that was signed
AAOxAAT YT AEABO .) 4)
Economic Development ofRussian Federation. e
MoU was signed in New Delhi in 2018, duringhe
19th Annual India-Russia Bilateral Summit. The
first edition of the IRSED was held at St.
Petersburg in Russia in November 2018

Importance of the dialogue

These kind of discussions would help to enhance
strategic economic cooperation between the two
countries. It also gives an opportunity to discuss and
prepare specific proposals for joint action in the
future and establish economic relations which
reflect potential of cooperation between the two
nations.

Denotified, Nomadic and Semi -

Nomadic Tribes (DNTSs)

Source: PIB and Ministry of Social Justice &
Empowerment

Background

The British Government had from time to time
declared some of the tribes which, according to
them, were involved in criminal activities as
Criminal Tribes. The Criminal Tribes Act (CT A),
1871 provided that if a Local Government had
reason to believe that ay tribe, gang or class of
people is addicted to the systematic commission of
non-bailable offences, it may, with the authorization
of the Governor General, declare such tribe etc. as
O# OEI E1 AlThe€£D¥EMARrévised in 1911 and
in 1924. The CTA, 124, was repealed by the
Criminal Tribes Laws (Repeal) Act, 1952 on the
recommendations of the Shri Ananthasayanam
Ayyangar Committee. As a result, the tribes
notified earlier as Criminal Tribes, stood denotified,
AT A OEA All A IOk AE ABTs)hasBednAiO 6
use for them since then. Most DNTs are categorized
as SC,ST or OBC though a few of the DNTs are not
covered in any of these categories

Denotified Tribes

The term stands for al those communities which
were once notified under the Criminal Tribes Ats,
enforced by the British Raj between 1871 and 1947.
These Acts were repealed by the Independent Indian
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Government in 1952, and these communities were
O$-AT OEEAEAAG8 ! commhnities iwkich O
were listed as denotified were also nomadic
Nomadic and Semi-nomadic Tribes

Nomadic and seminomadic are groups social
groups who undertook a fairly frequent, usually
seasonal physical movement as port of their
livelihood strategy in the recent past. The term
semi-nomad is mostly used to describe those
sections of nomads whose duration, distance and
frequency of movement is comparatively less than
others. On the other hand, Semmomadic groups
tend to have a fixed abode for a part of thgear and
are itinerant in the rest of the year

Status of these tribes in India

)y O EAO AAAT AOOEI AOCAA OE
largest nomadic population. In India, roughly 10
percent of the population is Denotified and Nomadic.
While the number of Benotified Tribes is about 150,
the population of Nomadic Tribes consistf about
500 different communities. While the Denotified
Tribes have almost settled in various States of the
country, the Nomadic Communities continue to be
largely nomadic in pursuit of their traditional
professions

National commission for for Denotified, Nomadic
and Semi-Nomadic Tribes (NCDNT)

The Government in July 2014 had constituted
National Commission for Denotified, Nomadic and
SemiNomadic Tribes (NCDNT) for a period of three
years to prepare a Statewise list of castes belonging
to Denotified and Nomadic Tribes and to suggest
appropriate measures in respect of Denotified and
Nomadic Tribes that may be undertaken by the
Central Government or the State Government

LPG pipelines across the country

Source: Press Information Bureau

LPG pipelines are laid from refineries to LPG
bottling plants usually situated outside the city
limits. The total length of LPG pipeline network in
the country is 8,296 Km comprising of the following
pipelines:

Panipat-Jalandhar LPG Pipeline

Paradip-Haldia-Durgapur LPG pipeline (extension of
E A @ipkline to Patna and Muzaffarpur results in
total length of 918 Km)

Ennore-Trichy-Madurai LPG pipeline
Kandla-Gorkhpur LPG pipeline (Length: 2757 Km)
JamnagarLoni LPG pipeline

Vizag-Secunderabad LPG pipeline
Mangalore-HassarMysuru-Yediyuru LPG pipeline
Uran-Chakan/Shikrapur LPG pipeline
HassanCherlapally LPG pipeline
Mumbai-Uran LPG pipeline (Length: 29 Km)
Kochi-Coimbatore-Salem LPG pipeline
A@hosty © QrEnt Iy éf LASAig2lin€sE A
Petroleum and Natural Gas Regatory Board
(PNGRB) is the authority to grant authorization for
laying of LPG pipelines. Entities that propose to lay,

build, operate or expand a pipeline apply to the
Board for obtaining an authorsation under this Act

Petroleum and Natural

(PNGRB)

It was constituted under The Petroleum and Natural
Gas Regulatory Board Act, 2006.

Gas Regulatory Board

Vision of PNGRB: To create a vibrant energy market
with rapid and orderly growth through
facilitation of flow of investments into the basic
infrastructure for efficient transportation and
distribution of petroleum, petroleum products
and natural gas at minimum cost and high level
of protection of consumer interests through fair
trade practices and compétion amongst the
entites so as to ensure the enhanced
competitiveness of Indian economy and
customer satisfaction

The Act provides for the establishment of Petroleum
and Natural Gas Regulatory Board to protect the
interests of consumers and entities engged in
specified activities relating to petroleum,
petroleum products and natural gas and to
promote competitive markets and for matters
connected therewith or incidental thereto.

Further as enshrined in the act, the board has also
been mandated to regulée the refining,
processing, storage, transportation, ditribution,
marketing and sale of petroleum, petroleum
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products and natural gas excluding production

of crude oil and natural gas so as to ensure
uninterrupted and adequate supply of

petroleum, petroleum products and natural gas

in all parts of the country

Swadhar Greh Scheme

Source: Press Information Bureau

The scheme was implemented by the Ministry of
Women and Child Development. Ittargets the
women victims of difficult circumstances who

are in need of institutional support for
rehabilitation so that they could lead their life with
dignity. The Scheme envisages providing shelter,
food, clothing and health as well as economic and
social security for these women.

Objectives of the scheme

Under the Schene, Swadhar Greh will be set up in
every district with capacity of 30 women with the
following objectives:

To cater to the primary need of shelter, food,
clothing, medical treatment and care of the
women in distress and who are without any
social and econmic support.

To enable them toregain their emotional strength
that gets hampered due to their encounter with
unfortunate circumstances.

To provide them with legal aid and guidance to
enable them to take steps for their readjustment

in family/society.

To rehabilitate them  economically and
emotionally.
To act as a support system that understands and

meets various
distress.

requirements of women in

To enable them to start their life dresh with dignity
and conviction

Components of the scheme
Construction gra nt for construction of the

building  will be admissible to State
Governments, Municipal Corporations,
Cantonment Boards and Panchayati Raj

Institutions only. Land for this purpose & to be
provided by the implementing agency free of
cost.

Rent for Swadhar @eh, if run in a rented building.

Assistance for recurring and norrecurring
expenditure for management of Swadhar Greh

Provision for food, shelter, clothing, medical care,
pocket expense for residents and children

Provision of counselling, vodmnal

training and guidance.

legal aid,
Beneficiaries under the scheme

The benefit of the component could be availed by
women above 18 years of age of the following
categories:

Women who aredeserted and are without any social
and economic support

Women survivors of natural disasters who have
been rendered homeless and are without any
social and economic support

Women prisoners released from jail and are without
family, social and economic spport

Women victims of domestic violence, family tension
or discord, who aremade to leave their homes
without any means of subsistence and have no
special protection from exploitation and/ or
facing litigation on account of marital disputes;
and

Trafficked women/girls rescued or runaway from
brothels or other places where they fae
exploitation and Women affected by HIV/AIDS
who do not have any social or economic support.
However such women/ girls should first seek
assistance under UJJAWALA Scheme in areas
where it is in operation.

Women affected by domestic violence could stay up
to one year. For other categories of women, the
maximum period of stay could be up to 3 years. The
older women above 55 years of age may be
accommodated for maximum period of 5 yars after
which they will have to shift to old age homes or
similar institut ions.

Swadhar Greh facilities could also be availed by the
children accompanying women in the above
categories. Girls up to the age of 18 years and boys
up to the age of 8years would be allowed to stay in
the Swadhar Greh with their mothers.
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Implementing agencies

State Government agencies including the Women
Development Corporations established by the
State Governments

Central or State autonomous bodies
Municipal Bodies

Cantonment Boards

Panchayati Raj Institutions and Caperative
institutions

Departments of Women and Child
Development/Social Welfare of the State

Governments which may construct Swadhar
Greh and run them on their own or lease them to
organization(s) having requisite experience for

such period as deemed fit, for managing the
operations under this scheme

Public Trusts registered under any law for the time
being in force

Civil Society Organizations such aNGOsetc. having
proven track record of working in the fields of
xT T AT80 xAl EFAOAT O AEAI
education subject to the condition that such
organization is registered under the Indian
Societies Registration Act, 1860 or any relevant
State Act

Silk Samagra scheme

Source: Ministry of Textile

Silk Samaga is an Integrated Scheme for
Development of Silk Industry which was launched to
sustain and strengthen the Sericulture activities in
the country.

Components of the scheme
Research & Development, Training, Transfer of
Technology and I.T. Initiatives

SeedOrganizations
Coordination and Market Development and

Quality Certification Systens (QCS) / Export Brand
Promotion and Technology Upgradation.

29

Key highlights
It emphasis on Collaborative research to strengthen
genetic base and hybrid vigour

It promotes R&D to increase crop cycles, increase
systematic plantation of Vanya Silks for
controlled rearing.

The scheme promoteshorizontal expansion of
Sericulture in non traditional areas including
North East through Cluster approach.

It promotes Soil testing and issue of Soil Health
Card to beneficiaries.

It promotes organic farming and ecofriendly Silk z
Vanya Silk.

The scheme provide critical input support to the
beneficiaries from Kissan Nursery to Fabric
production for productivity and quality
improvement.

Use of Silkworm byproducts (pupa) for poultry
feed, Sericin for cosmetic apptiations and
product diversification into non-woven fabrics,
SJJkA 9?@[&1(‘)%}”} knlt>< ?tq’ Kali 8d6ed value
realisation.

Upgrade State Seed Multiplication fadties and
encourage Private Participation in Seed
production to match the raw Silk production
target.

Strengthening Seed Act through registration and
reporting by seed production centres, basic seed
farms and extension centres automated by
developing web kased software.

Upgrade Reeling Technology and promote
indigenously developed ARM & Improved Vanya
reAl ET C AAOGEAAO 01 AARO
Programme.

Promote credit flow to Sericulture
/ Cluster approach.

Z promote SHG

Brand promotion 7z Generic promotion d Indian
Silk & Create global image for Indian Silk
products.

Extension of single window based SILKS
(Sericulture Information Linked Knowledge
System) portal to cover more districts for
Sericulture expansion.
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Ensure Development of Sericulture Database ffo
better planning. Free SMS Service on Cocoon &
Raw Silk Price to all Registered Farmers &
Reelers, ad State functionaries.

Mobile apps, audio, video spots, Institute Village

Linked Programme and Cluster Promotion
Programme to farmers
Samarth Scheme for Capacity

Building in Textile Sector
Source:Ministry of Textile

Background
The textile and apparelindustry is one of the earliest
industries developed in India. Its entire value chain
from fiber to apparel manufacturing has a strong
presence within the country. It is the biggest
employer after agriculture. In order to meet the
skill gap in the industry and also to supplement its
efforts initiated through the Special Package for
Garments and Madeaups, the Government has
APDbPOT OAA OEA 1 AxsSchemeEfdei f
'''' "OE] AET C ET  4A¢
the entire value chain of textile except Spi nning
and Weaving in the organized sector , for a period
of three years from 2017-18 to 2019-20
4EA O3AEAIT A £ O #APAAEOLU
i 3#" 4l known by the name Samarth,
signifying the broad objective of the scheme tgkill
the youth for gainful and sustainable
employment in the textile sector

Objective

To provide demand driven, placement oriented
National Skills Qualifications Framework
(NSQF) compliant skiling programmes to
incentivize and supplement the efforts of the
industry in creating jobs in the organized textile
and related sectors, covering theentire value

chain of textile, excluding Spinning and
Weaving.
To promote skilling and skill upgradation in the

traditional sectors of handlooms, handicrafts,
sericulture and jute .

To enable provision of sustainable livelihood

either by wage or self empl oyment to all

Implementing agencies
The skilling programmes would be implemented
through following Implementing Agencies:

Textile Industry.

Institutions/Organization of the Ministry of
Textile/State Governments faving training
infrastructure and placement tie-ups with textile
industry.

Reputed training institutions/ NGOs/ Societies/
Trusts/ Organizations/ Companies /Startups /
Entrepreneurs acive in textile sector having
placement tie-ups with textile industry.

| nternational
Scheme

Cooperation

Source:Press Information Bureau

It is a demand driven scheme under which
financial  assistance is provided on a
reimbursement basis to the eligible State/Central

R Govgygnggt Prganisgtions and Registered Industry
y BSEOCIAIONg fSacislied /pistsy asgosiaed Wi o
promotion and development of MSME sectorThe
scheme is implemented by the Ministry of Micro,
Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME)

jKeyfealiTes £71 ¢ E1
Objectives

Technology infusion and/or upgradation of Indian
micro, small andmedium enterprises (MSMES)

4ABO0ET A

Modernisation of MSMEs
Promotion of the exports of MSMEs

Target Group
The following organizations are eligible to apply
under the scheme:

State/Central Govenment Organisations
Industry/Enterprise Associations; and

Registered Societies/Trusts
associated with the MSME.

and Organisations

The eligibility conditions for financial assistance

under the scheme are:

The organisation should be suitably registered (i.e.,
companies under the Companies Act, societies
under the Societies Act, etc.) with the primary

sections of the society across the country.

3
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objective of promotion and development of
MSME

The organisation must be engged in such activities
for at least the last 3years and have a good track
record

The organisation should have audited

accounts for the past 3 years.

regular

Events, for which financial support under the
Scheme is sought, must havesignificant
international participation.

Strategy

The scheme supports the following activities:

Deputation of MSME business delegations to other
countries for exploring new areas of technology
infusion/ upgradation, facilitating joint ventures,
improving market of MSMEs products, foreign
collaborations, to visit international
exhibitions/trade fairs etc.

Participation by Indian MSMEs in international
exhibitions, trade fairs and buyerseller meets in
foreign countries.

Participation in International exhibitions/ trade
fairs held in India in which there is international
participation.

Holding international conferences and seminars on
topics and themes of interest to the Indian
MSMEs.

ao

Study in | ndi

Source: Press Information Bureau
AEA OBIOOAUAEAS DOI COAI I A
is to target foreign students by branding India as

an attractive education destination. As per the
existing Government framework, provision of 10
15% supernumerary seats for foreign students is
OEAOA8 O300H0OI EVA)T AEAT (
foreign students to be admitted as per this
provision, which would not have any adverse impact
on the number of seats/ admission of Indian
students.

Objectives:

To improve the soft power of India with the focus on
the neighbouring countries and use it as a tool in
diplomacy.

prold

D1 A

To boost the number of inbound International

students in India.
AT OAT A YT AEAB8O [ AOEAO
exports from less than 1 percent to 2 percent.

4

Increase in contribution of international students in
the form of direct expenses, indirect gpenses,
spillover effects.

Improvement in overall quality of higher education.

Increase in global ranking of India as an educational
destination.

To reduce the exportz Import imbalance in the
number of International students.

'Ol xOE I A global AnBrked Cshare of
International students

Other key features

The programme focuses on attracting International
students from select 30 plus countries across
South-East Asia, Middle East and Africa.

The programme eawvisages participation of select
reputed Indian institutes/universities by way of
offering seats for the International students at
affordable rates, along with fee waivers to
meritorious foreign students ranging from 100%
to 25%.

The programme also envisags setting up of call
centres for support; algorithm for allocation of
seats to the meritorious candidates.

ﬁlsa iﬁ?lHﬁi%s the selection of top 100 partner

institutions on the basis of National Assessment

and Accreditation Council (NAAC) grading and

& ONapppat | Iasiyonql A Ragking gRipmework
(NIRF) ranking;

It also envisages branding activities in the target
countries; and close coordination with Indian
missions abroad and foreign missions in India.

OAOCAO OEA

Fee Walivers

The proposed fee waivers to meritorious forejn

students in this policy will be dedded by the

Institute concerned based on the following criteria:

100% waiver of tuition fees only for the top 25% of
students

50% waiver of tuition fees only for the next 25%
students
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25% waiver of tuition fees only fa the next 25%
students

No waiver of wition fee for the remaining 25% of
students

Significance

With the increase in number of foreign students, the
global ranking of the Indian Higher Educational
institutions will improve.

The domestic students shall beexposed to a more
diverse peer group ad also get greater
International exposure culminating in enhanced
interest of Indian students to study in the
country.

Report of Shekatkar Committee
Source: Press Information Bureau

Background

The Committee of Expers (CoE) constituted by the
Ministry of Defence under the chairmanship of Lt.
Gen (Retd) DB Shekatkar to recommend measures
to enhance combat capability and rebalance defence
expenditure of the armed forces, submitted its
report in December 2016.

The major security objectives upon which the
committee focussed, besides the defence of the
TAOET T80 Al Ophofedifyn its xitheénd
against wars, terrorism, insurgency, nuclear threats
and militant activities, being a net security provider
in the Indian Ocean Region, and developing of
equipment and technologies that enhance defence
preparedness  through indigenous research,
development and production.

The Report was taken up by the Ministry of Defence
to frame key action points and roadmap for
implementation. Measures as recommended by the
Committee and taken up for implementation
include:

Optimization of Signals Establishments to include
Radio Monitoring Companies, Corps Air Support
Signal Regiments, Air Formation Signal
Regiments, Composite Signal Regimentsné
merger of Corps Operating andEngineering
Signal Regiments.

Restructuring of repair echelons in the Army to

include Base Workshops, Advance Base

Workshops and Static / Station Workshops in
the field Army.

Redeployment of Ordnance echelons to include
Vehicle Depots, Ordnance Depots andentral
Ordnance Depots apart from streamlining
inventory control mechanisms.

Better utilization of Supply and Transportation
echelons and Animal Transport units.

Closure of Military Farms and Army Postal
Establishments inpeace locations.

Enhancement in ¢$andards for recruitment of
clerical staff and drivers in the Army.

Improving the efficiency of the National Cadet Corps.

A total of 99 recommendations were forwarded for
implementation to concerned agencies / stake
holders. The recent announcement of Chie f

Defence of Services is one of the

recommendations of the committee. Full details

of the Report and its recommendations are not
being placed in the public domain as the Report
covers operational aspects of the armed foree

disclosure of which is not inthe interest of national

security.

Handlooms and Handicrafts in

Rural areas: Potential employer

Source: Kurukshethra magazine

What are Handlooms and Handicrafts sectors?
Handlooms and Handicrafts may be named among
skills or occupations of nonfarm sector of rural
areas. Passed on from generation to generation as a
legacy, these activities took an economic form and
went on to become an alternative livelihood for the
farmers and rural people in the offseason.

Importance

The importance of handicrafts and handlooms has
grown multifold in rural areas because of our
agricultural system being mainly a rain fed farming
system. Following are the importance of these
sectors;

In  Non-agricultural Season Handicrafts and
Handlooms provide subsidiary employment to

their practitioners.
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As per the annual report of the Ministry of Textiles
the Handloom provides employment to more
than 43 lakh weavers and other associated
people directly and indirectly, out of this
figure77 percent are womenand allied sector.

7 1 1 Alerg&yement in these two sectors prove the
role of handloom and handicrafts as important
OTiT1 6 1T &£ AOEACET ¢ AAT O
in rural areas

By addressing the economic issues, these sectors
also help in getting socialrecognition to the
respective producer community and thereby in
maintaining social stability and harmony in the
rural society. They also help in exhibiting the
glory of their native places.

It helps in preventing migration of artisans |,
weavers and smalmarginal farmers from rural
to urban areas is their contribution in the rural
economy.

Problems faced by the twin sectors

Despite their potential and contribution in the rural
economy, the twin sector has been facing various
threats in the contemporary times. Sore of them
are;

#1 1 OO0 ichyiddpreferences
Challenges from the international market
Availability of low-cost alternatives

Lack of interest in the younger generation to sustain
the traditional craftsmanship

Government interventions

National Handloom [Bevelopment
(NHDP) which consists of
components, i.e,

Programme
two major

1. Overall development of the handloom sector
2. Welfare of the handloom weavers

Weaver Mudra Scheme was launched in the year
2015 as one of the major components of this
umbrella, under this scheme credit at
concessional interest rate of 6% is being
provided to the handloom weavers. It also
provide margin money assistance to a maximum
of Rs. 10,000 per weaver and credit guarantee
for a period of 3 years.

Block Level Clusters (BLCs) are one of the
components of National Handloom Development
Programme (NHDP) /  Comprehensive
Handloom Cluster Development Scheme
(CHCDS). Financial assistance is provided upto
Rs.2.00 crore per cluster for setting up of
Common Facility Centre (CFC).

Mandldoin e aved Mullda BPortalAThis BottaDis in
operation since 2017, in association with Punjab
National Bank to cut down delays in
disbursement of funds for financial assistance.

Participating banks submit the claim for margin
money, interest subvention and credi guarantee
fee on the portal and the margin money is
transferred directly to loan account of the
weaver and interest subvention and credit
guarantee fee is transferred to banks in
electronic mode.

The India Handloom Brand was launched for
branding of high quality handloom products,
authentic designs with zero defect and zero

effect on the environment.

Bunkar Mitra : A toll free helpline was set up to
deal with queries of handloom weavers
concerning a wide range of issues like technical,
supply of raw material, quality control, credit
facility, access to market.,etc,.

Handlooms Promotion through eMarketing : To
promote e-marketing of handloom products, 21
e-commerce entities have been engaged for an
line marketing of handloom products.

Museums under Infrastruc ture and Technology
Support Scheme: To preserve all the antique
handicrafts products of the country, the
Government has established crafts Museum at
Pragati Maidan, New Delhi, which is popularly
known as National Handicrafts and Handloom
Museum. The Govermrment of India has also
established 18 Museums throughout the country
under Infrastructure and Technology Support
schemeto preserve traditional art and craft
products of the country including 35
endangered crafts for which Government
provides financial, technical assistance.
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Power Tex India

PowerTex 1.
India

COMPREHENSIVE SCHEME FOR POWERLOOM SECTOR DEVELOPMENT

Source: Ministry of Textiles

It was launched by the Ministry of textiles.It is a

comprehensive scheme for

powerloom sector

development, simultaneously at over 45 locations in

the country

The comprehensive sheme has the following
components and its objectives:

Scheme-
Components
In situ

Upgradation of
Plain
Powerlooms

Group
Workshed
scheme

Objectives

The prime objective of the
scheme is to upgrade existing

plain looms to semi
automatic/shuttleless looms to
improve guality and

productivity of the fabric being
produced by way of fixing
certain additional
attachments/kits and enable
them to face the competition in

domestic and international
markets, by way of providing
financial assistance to

economically weaker lowend
powerloom units.

The prime objective of the
scheme is to establish Group
Work Sheds for shuttleless
looms in an existing or new
cluster, which will provide
required scale of economy for

Yarn Bank

Scheme

Common
Facility Centre
(CFC) scheme

Solar
scheme
Powerlooms

Energy
for

34

business operations.

To organise powerloom units in
a cluger and to provide
improved working condition in
terms of more space, work
environment, improve the
work efficiency to enhance
their competitiveness in the
global market.

To enable small Powerloom
weavers to purchase the yarn
at wholesde rate and in large
guantities by avoiding middle
i AT 71T AAT OODDI
charges by providing interest
free corpus fund to Special

Purpose Vehicle (SPV) [/
Consortium of Powerloom
weavers.

To establish CommonFacility

Centres (CFC) in various
Powerloom clusters and
provide pre-weaving, post
weaving and other
infrastructure  facilities  to
Powerloom weavers/units,
powerloom industry
associations and other
organizations allied with
Powerloom industry by

providing financial assistance
for the setting up of Common
Facility Centres (CFC).

The prime objective of the
scheme is to alleviate the
problem of power cut /
shortage, being faced by the
decentralized powedoom units
in the country, so as to improve
utilization, efficiency,
productivity etc. to face the
both domestic and
international markets
competitively by providing
financial assistance/capital
subsidy to small powerloom
units for installation of Solar
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Pradhan Mantri

Cred
for

it Scheme
Powerloom

Weavers

Gran

t in Aid and

Modernisation/

Upgr

adation of

Powerloom

Servi

Tex
Fund

ce Centres

Venture

Photo Voltaic (SPV) pant.

To provide adequate and timely
financial assistance to the
powerloom weavers to meet
their credit requirements, for
investment needs (Term Loan)
as well as for working capital,
in a flexible and cat effective
manner.

To enable Powerloom weavers
in various clusters to avail
services of Powerloom Service
Centres.

Textile Research Associations
(TRAs)/State Govt. agencies are
running 32 no. of PSCs located
across the country and
providing various services like
training, sample testing, design
development, consultancy,
conducting seminar/
workshop, etc. to the
powerloom sector on behalf of
the Gol

The Grantin-Aid (GIA)

provided to the PSCs of
TRAs/State Govt. agencies is
mainly for the recurring

expenses for running the PSCs
for providing the services to

powerloom sector.

The Govt. assistance will be
provided for modernization of
the existing infrastructure etc.
Powerloom Sewice Centres and
other facilities required in
cluster for common services.

To assist the Powerloom and
allied units under MSME Sector
for boosting their net-worth,
leverage commercial bank debt,
improve their manufacturing
capacity and sales turnover,
increase competitiveness and
profitability by way  of
investment in the equity shares
and /[ or instruments

convertible into equity of
textile units through Tex
Venture Fund. The fund would
operate under the Seurities
Exchange Board of Indid O
Alternative Investment Fund
2ACOl AGET T O <c¢mp
Regulations 2012).

Facilitation, IT, Facilitation services to
Awareness, powerloom weavers like Help
Market line, Registration services, SMS
Development Alert, Bank services etc

and Publicity for Online Portal for Powerloom
Powerloom Schemes

Schemes

To create awareness about
schemes, disseminate the
information about technology,
products for the benefits of
powerloom weavers/workers.

To provide a platform for
powerloom weavers to market
their products at cluster level,
regional level, national and
international level.

Publicity of powerloom
schemes in Electronic and Print
Media

National Commission for the
Protection of Child Rights

Source:Pressinformation Bureau

Key highlights about NCPCR

'The National Commission for the Protection of Child
Rights (NCPCR)was set up in March 2007
under the Commissions for Protection of Child
Rights (CPCR) Act, 2005, an Act of Parliament.

National Commission for the Protection of Child
Rights (NCPCR) is atatutory body under the
Commissions for Protection of Child Rights
(CPCR) Act, 2005 under the administrative
control of the Ministry of Women & Child
Development ,Government of India.

MEA #1117 EOOET lisétdensurA tthat A&id A

Laws, Policies, Programras, and Administrative

Mechanisms are in consonance with the Child
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Rights perspective as enshrined in the
Constitution of India and also the UN Convention
on the Rights of the Child.

children in distress, marginalzed and
disadvantaged children, children in conflet with
law, juveniles children without family and

Under the NCPCR the Child idefined as a person in chlldren. of prl.soners and  recommend
the 0 to 18 years aggroup. appropriate remedial measures;

The Commission visualizes a rightbased 6. Study treaties  and other .interna'ltional
perspective flowing into National Policies and msfrgments gngl undertake periodical review of
Programmes, along with nuanced responses at eX|§t|.n.g policies, 'progrgmmes and, other
the State, District and Block levels, taking care of activities Or.' child  rights _ and ma.lke
specificity and drengths of each region. recommendations for their effSctive

implementation in the best interest of children;

In order to touch ewery child, it seeks a deeper _ _
penetration to communities and households and £ Uerer-take and promote resgaigh inghe field of
expects that the ground experiences gathered at child rights;
the field are taken into consideration by all the | 8. Spread child rights literacy among various
authorities at the higher level. sections of society and promote awarenessfo

Thus the Commission sees an indispensable rolerfo the safgguards avallable for -the protection _Of
the State, sound institutionbuilding processes, thesg rights\through publlcanons, the media,
respect for decentralization at the local bodies seminarstand gther available means;
and community level and larger societal concern | 9. Inspect or cause to be inspected any juveniles
for children and their well-being. custodial home, or any othe place of residence

Functions of the commissi on or institution meant for children, under the

The Functions of the National Commissionof the canisdl of the Central GovernmenF or gny State

Protection of Child Rights as laid out in the Gove.rnrr?en.t or any other aut.horlty, mgluo!mg

Commissions for Protection of Child Rights (CPCR) any |nst|tgt|on run by "’_‘ social organization;

Act, 2005 are as follows: Where children are detained Qr lodged for-the

purpose of treatment, reformation or protection

1. Examine and review the safeguards provided by and take up with these authorities for remedial
or under any law for the timebeing in force for action, if found necessary;
the protection of child rights and recommend o _

10. Inquire into complaints and take suo motu

measures for their effective implementation;

Present to be central government, annually and
at such other intervals, as the commission may
deem fit, reports upon working of those

safeguards;

Inquire into violation of child rights and
recommend initiation of proceedings in such
cases;

Examine all factors that inhibit the enjoyment of
rights of children affected by terrorism,
communal violence, riots, natural disaster,
domestic violence, HIV/AIDS trafficking,
maltreatment, torture and exploitation,
pornography and prostitution and recommend
appropriate remedial measures;

Look into the matters relating to the children in
need of special care and protection, including

36

notice of matter relating to :
Deprivation and violation of child rights;

Non implementation o laws providing
protection and development ofchildren;

for

Non compliance of policy decisions, guidelines or
instructions aimed at mitigating hardships to
and ensuring the welfare of the children and
provide relief to such children; Or take up the
issues rising out of such matters with
appropriate authorities.

1. Such other functions as it may consider
necessary for the promotion of Child Rights
and any other matter incidental to the above
function. a state commission or any other
commission duly constituted under any law
for the time being in force.
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2. The Commission shall not enquire intoany |0 La Qs hyad progr amme
matter which is pending before a State
Commission or any other Commission duly

constituted under any law for the time being
in force.
3. Analyse existing law, policy and pretice to
assess compliance with the Convention on '
the Rights of the Child, undertake inquiries ‘
and produce reports on any aspects of policy
or practice affecting children and comment
on proposed new legislation related to child

rights.
4. Present to the Cental Government annually

and at such other intervals as the

Commission may deem fit, reports upon the

working of those safeguards. dw

5. Undertake formal investigation where
concern has been expressed either by

children themselves or by concerned person
on their behalf.

O, A1 Oproglathme (Labour Room Quality

Improvement Initiative)

Source: Press Information Bureau

6. Promote, respect and serious consideration
of the views of children in its work and in
that of all Government Departments and
Organisations dealing with Child.

Background
After launch of the National Health MissiofNHM),
there has been a substantial increase in the number
of institutional deliveries. However, this increase in
7. Produce and disseminate information about | the numbers has not resulted in commensurate
child rights. improvements in the key maternal and newborn
health indicators. It is estimated that approximaely
46% maternal deaths, over 40% stillbirths and 40%
9. Promote the incorporation of child rights | hewborn deaths take place on the day of the
into  the school curriculum,  training of | gelivery. A transformational change in the processes
teachers or personnel dealing with children. related to the care during the delivery, which
essentially relates to intrapartum and immediate
postpartum care, is required to achieve tangible
results within a short period of time. Prerequisite of
such an approach would also hinge upon the health
OUOOAI 60 POAPAOAAT AGO &I O E
management of maternal and  newborn
complications.

O, A1 (evgidmdne of the Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare aims at improving the quality of care
in the labour room and maternity Operation Theatre
(OT).

Goal
To reduce preventable maternal and newborn
mortality, morbidity and stillbirths associated with

8. Compile and analyse data onhildren.
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the care around delivery in Labour room and
Maternity OT and ensure respectful maternity care.

Objectives of the programme

To reduce maternal and newborn mortality &
morbidity due to Antepartum haemorrhage
(APH), Postpartum bleeding or postpartum
hemorrhage( PPH), retained placenta, preterm,
preeclampsia & eclampsia, obstructed labour,
puerperal sepsis, newborn asphyxia, and sepsis,
etc.

To improve Quality of care during the delivery

and immediate postpart um care, stabilization
of complications and ensure timey referrals,
and enable an effective tweway follow-up

system.

To enhance satisfaction of beneficiaries visiting the
health facilities and provide Respectful
Maternity Care (RMC) to all pregnant women
attending the public health facility.

Strategies

Reorganizing/aligning Labour room & Maternity
Operation Theatre layout and workflow as per
O, AAT OO 2111 30AT AAOAE
O0- AGAOT Al 0o . AxAiT o1 (A
the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare,
Government of India.

Ensuring that at least all government medical
college hospitals and high caseload district
hospitals have dedicated obstetric HDUs as per
Gol MOHFW Guidelines, for managing
complicated pregnancies that require lifesaving
critical care.

Ensuring strict adherence to clinica protocols for
management and  stabilization of the
complications before referral to higher centres.

Institutional to the
programme

Under the National Health Mission, the Statesave
been supported in creating Institutional framework
for the Quality Assurancez State Quality Assurance
Committee (SQAC), District Quality Assurance

Committee (DQAC), and Quality Team at the facility

arrangement support

level. These committees will also support
implementation of LaQshya interventions. For
specific  technical aciwities and  program

management, special purpose groups have been

suggested, and these groups will be working
towards achievement of specific targets and
program milestones in close coordination with
relevant structure.

Sustainable Alternative Towards
Affor dable Transportation(SATAT)

Source: Press Information Bureau

The SATAT initiative was launched by the Ministry
for Petroleum and Natural Gas. The Sustainable
Alternative Towards Affordable Transportation
initiative was launched with PSU Oil Marketing
Companies (OC, BPCL and HPCL).

Background

Bio-gas is produced naturally through a process of
anaerobic decomposition from waste / biemass
sources like agriculture residue, cattle dung,
sugarcare press mud, municipal solid waste, sewage
treatment plant waste, dc. After purification, it is
compressed and called CBG, which has pure
methane content of over 95%. Compressed BiGas
is exactly similar to the commercially available
HaueFdad in its hipdsiidn Brid Arkefyy pbténtial.
AniitrO Ealorid ValueE E$2000 Bk &ndl othel
properties similar to CNG, Compressed BiGas can
be used as an alternative, renewable automotive
fuel. Given the abundance of biomass in the country,
Compressed BieGas has tk potential to replace
CNG in automotive, industrial and commercialises
in the coming years

Aim

Providing sustainable alternative towards affordable
transportation as a developmental effort that would
benefit both vehicleusers as well as farmers and
entrepreneurs.

Benefits of converting agricultural waste into

Compressed biogas(CBG)

There are multiple benefits from converting
agricultural residue, cattle dung and municipal solid

waste into CBG on a commercial scale:

Responsible waste management, reductio in

carbon emissions and pollution
Additional revenue source forfarmers

Boost to entrepreneurship,
employment

rural economy and

38



MANIFEST IAS

FORTNIGHTLY MANIFESTO-SNIPPETS

AUGUST-2

Support to national commitments in achieving
climate change goals

Reduction in import of natural gas and crude oil
Buffer aganst crude oil/gas price fluctuations

Significance of SATATInitiat ive

This significant move has the potential to boost
availability of more affordable transport fuels,
better use of agricultural residue, cattle dung
and municipal solid waste, as well asat provide
an additional revenue source to farmers.

This initiative holds great promise for efficient
municipal solid waste management and in
tackling the problem of polluted urban air due to
farm stubble-burning and carbon emissions.

Key highlights

Compressed BieGas plants are proposed to be set
up mainly through independent entrepreneurs.
CBG produced at these plants will be
transported through cascades of cylinders to the
fuel station networks of OMCs for marketing as a
green transport fuel alternative.

The entrepreneurs would be able to separately
market the other by-products from these plants,
including bio-manure, carbondioxide, etc to
enhance returns on investment.

It is planned to roll out 5,000 Compressed Bigas
plants across India in a phased maer, with
250 plants by the year 2020, 1,000 plants by
2022 and 5000 plants by 2025

Under this Compressed BigGas networks can be
integrated with city gas distribution (CGD)
networks to boost supplies to domestic and
retail users in existing andupcoming markets.

Besides retaiing from OMC fuel stations,
Compressed BieGas can at a later date be
injected into CGD pipelines too for efficient
distribution and optimised access of a cleaner
and more affordable fuel.

Samaritans Protection

nes

Good
Guideli
Source: Press Information Bureau

Background

(T1T8A1T A 30D O0AHeAaset bf Bav@ lifeE 1
Foundation and another V/S, Union of India and
another in Writ Petition (Civil) directed the Central
Government to issue necessary directions with
regard to the protection of Good Samaritans until

appropriate legislation is made by the Union
Legislature
The guidelines issued by the central
Government
The Central Government hereby issued the

following guidelines to be followed by hospitals,
police and all other aithorities for the protection of
Good Samaritans

A bystander or good Samatan including an
eyewitness of a road accident may take an
injured person to the nearest hospital, and the
bystander or good Samaritan should be allowed
to leave immediately exceptafter furnishing
address by the eyewitness only andho question
shall be a%ed to such bystander or good
Samaritan.

The bystander orgood Samaritan shall be suitably
rewarded or compensated to encourage
other citizens to come forward to hold the
road accicent victims by the authorities in the
manner as may be specified by the S&
Governments.

The bystander of good Samaritan shall not be
liable for any civil and criminal liability.

A bystander or good Samaritan, who makes a
phone call to inform the police or emergency
services for the person lying injured on the road,
shall not be compelled to reveal his name
and personal details on the phone or in person.

The disclosure of personal information , such as
name and contact details of the good Samaritan
shall be made voluntary and optional including
in the Medico Legal Case (MLC) Forprovided
by hospitals.

The disciplinary or departmental action  shall be
initiated by the Government concerned agairts
public officials who coerce or intimidate a
bystander or good Samaritan for revealing his
name or personal details.

In case a bystander b good Samaritan, who has
voluntarily stated that he is also an eyawitness
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to the accident and is required to be exained
for the purposes of investigation by the police or
during the trial, such bystander or good
Samaritan shall be examined on a single
occasion and the State Government shall
develop standard operating procedures to
ensure that bystander or good Samarén is not
harassed or intimidated.

The methods of examination may either be by way
of a commission under section 284, of th€ode
of Crimin al Procedure 1973 or formally on

affidavit as per section 296, of the said Code and

Standard Operating Procedure shél be
developed within a period of thirty days from
the date when this notification is issued.

Video conferencing may be used extensively ding
examination of bystander or good Samaritan
including the eyewitness of a road accident, in
order to prevent harassment and inconvenience
to good Samaritans.

The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare shall
issue guidelines stating that all registered
public and private hospitals are not to detain
bystander or good Samaritan or demand
payment for registration and admi ssion
costs, unless the good Samaritan is a family
member or relative of the injured and the
injured is to be treated immediately in
pusual AA T £ OEA 1T OAAO
Court in Pt. Parmanand Katara Vs Union of India
& Ors [1989]

Lack of respong by a doctor in an emergency
situation pertaining to road accidents, where he
is expected to provide care, shall constitute
Medical Council (Professional Conduct, Etiquette
and Ethics) Regulation, 2002 and dispiinary
action shall be taken against such doctor the said
Regulations.

All hospitals shall publish a charter in Hindi,

English and the ver nacular language of the
State of Union territory at their entrance to the
effect that they shall not detain bystander or
good Samaritan or ask depositing money from

them for the treatment of a victim.

I A M@dE ¥ehiqleb Act ¥088A

to such good Samaritan, confirming that an
injured person was brought to the hospital and
the time and place of such occurrence and the
acknowledgement may be prepared in a
standard format by the State Government rad
disseminated to all hospitals in the State for
incentivizing the bystander or good Samaritan
as deemed fit by theState Government.

All public and private hospitals shall implement
these guidelines immediately and in case of
noncompliance or violation d these guidelines
appropriate action shall be taken by the
concerned authorities.

A letter containing these guidelines shall be issued
by the Central Government and the State
Government to all Hospitals and Institutes under
their respective jurisdiction, enclosing a Gazette
copy of the notification and ensure compliance
and the Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare and Ministry of Road Transport and
Highways shall publish advertisements in all
national and one regional newspaper indulging
electronic mediainforming the general public of
these guidelines.

The above guidelines in relationto protection of
bystanders or good Samaritan are without prejudice
to the liability of the driver of a motor vehicle in the
road accident, as specified under section 134 die
30DOAIT A

Motor vehicles amendment bill, 2019:

The Bill definesa good Samaritan as a person who
renders emergency medical or normedical
assistance to a victim at the scene of an accident.
Such a person will not be liable for any civilor
criminal action for any injury to or death of an
accident victim, caused due taheir negligence in
providing assistance to the victim.

National Common Mobility Card
(NCMC)

Source:Press Information Bureau

Background

The High level Committee on Deepening of
Digital Payments (CDDP) under  the
chairmanship of Shri Nandan Nilekani has,inter-

In case a bystander or good Samaritan so desires,
the hospital shall provide and acknowledgement

alia, recommended that NCMC cards be usable at all
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transit locations. All new metro, and transit
payments should be made interoperable through
NCMC

Vision

The vision behind the introduction of this card is to
haveinteroperability, based on open sta ndards

Key highlights and Benefits of the card
The National Common Mobility Card (NCMC) has
been launched in India with theOAC1 ET A

. AOGET 1T [/ inKarch 20QA &
06 EO )T AEA8O &EOOO )1 AEH
platform

The Indigenous Automatic Fare Collection System
based on One Nation One Card Model i.e
National Common Mobility Card (NCMC) is the
first of its kind in India.

The NCMC card has 2 instruments on it z a regular
debit card which can be used at an ATM, and
local wallet (stored value account), which can
be used for contactless payments, without the
need to go back to the server or additional
authentication. The wallet where money is
stored is referredto as Global/Card wallet.

It is also being mentioned that any refund pertaining
to the transactions done using global/card
wallet will be credited in the replica of the wallet
i AET OAET AA AO AATE®6O A
added to Global/Card Wallet by lhe customer.

As apprised by Ministry of Housing and Urban
Affairs (MoHUA), the Natbnal Common Mobility
Card is anopen loop card, which can be used
for all local travel needs in the country.

This is aimed at low value payments for various
segments e.g. Tansit, Smart cities, Toll, Parking
and other low value merchant payments, in
addition to the normal day to day retail
payments.

)T AEABO &EOOO )T AECAT T O
system for transport consisting of NCMC Card,
SWEEKAR (Swachalit Kiraya: Autontia Fare
Collection System) and SWAGAT (Swachalit
Gate) is based on NCMC Standards. These ar
bank issued cards on Debit/Credit/Prepaid card
product platform

The service area feature of this card supports
operator specific applications, for example,
monthly pases, season tickets, etc

The NCMC Ecosystem offers the value proportion for
customers as they need not to carry multiple
cards for different usage. Further, the super
quick contactless transactions will mprove the
seamless experience. For operators, QMC

i Eecgsyﬁtem brings common standards for

implementation without vendor lock-in.

RINEBYILPe MRTRTEA BHaPIobRT T
- Ol AAEG O OEEAI |

Ol AAE %
Transport (BEST) buses.

=0

BESTwill become the first public transport service
to start this facility in the country.

National Common Mobility Card (NCMC) standards,
the interoperable transport card runs on Rupay
and allows users to pay their bus fare, toll taxes,
and parking charges. Oa can also do shopping
and withdraw cash using the card

Museum Grant Scheme

Source: Ministry of Culture

Objective of the scheme

To provide financial assistance to the State
_Governments, Autonomous bodies, Local Bodies,
|SBcfbtiest drE Trists BGRRE dhiethd dotietids A
Act for setting up of new Museums as weas for
development of existing museums

Components of the scheme

Component A: Establishment and Development of
District and Regional Museums: Under this
component museums have been classified into
two categories

1. Category-lI: Governmentowned State level
Museums and renowned Museums with
exquisite collection and

1 Up. Shdgdhy-il B Bufer Mblids AT O %AT

Component B: Development of Museums in State
Capitals Financial assistance under this
component is provided to existing renowned
museums of the Central or Sate Government
located in the Capital cities. The maximum
financial assistance under this component is

4

limited to Rs. 15 Crore per museum.
1
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Component C: Establishment and Development of
Large Scale Musems in Public Private
Partnership Mode: Under this compnent, it is
proposed to establish large scale museums as
joint ventures with State Governments and the
civil society in Public Private Partnership Mode.
The maximum financial assistance provided
under this component is 40% of the project cost
subject to a maximum of Rs. 20 Crore per
museum

Other key highlights
Ministry of Culture provides financial assistance
under this scheme

In order to seek financial assistance, the proposal is
required to be subnitted to the Ministry in the
prescribed proforma along with all relevant
documents for consideration of the Expert
Committee constituted for this purpose.

The maximum amount of financial assistance
which may be given would be80% of the total
project cost .

In the case of museums iNorth -Eastern region
including Sikkim the financial assistance would
be 90% of the total project cost.

The remaining amount i.e. 20% of the project cost
(in the case of North Eastern region, 10% of the
project cost), will have to be borne by the
organization.

The organization mayarrange the balance amount
either from its own resources or may receive
assistance through  Corporate Social
Responsibility.

National Digital Health Blueprint
(NDHB)

Source: Ministry of Health and Family Welfare

Background

The National Health Policy 2017 had defined the
OEOEIEIAAT BEOGAT A xAl 1 AAET ¢
Continuum of Care is a concept strongly advocated
by the Policy. These lofty ideals are sought to be
achieved by refactoring the existing schemes and
introducing several new schemes inalding some
digital initiatives. Citizencentricity, quality of care,
better access, universal health coverage, and

42

inclusiveness are some of the key principles on
which the Policy is founded. All these aspirations
can be realized principally byleveraging t he power
of digital technologies.

In the above context, the Committee constituted by
the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
recognized the need for creating a framework for
the evolution of a National Digital Health Eco -
system (NDHE). Theresult is the National Digital
Health Blueprint (NDHB), which is more than an
architectural document, as it provides specific
guidance on its implementation as well.

Against the above background, the Committee
constituted by the Health Ministry to create an
implementation framework for the National Health
Stack (NHS) proposed by NITI Aayog, has come up
with the National Digital Health Blueprint, after
surveying the global best practices in adoption of
digital technologies holistically.

Vision

To create a National Digal Health Ecosystem that
supports Universal Health Coverage in an efficient,
accessibé, inclusive, affordable, timely and safe
manner, through provision of a widerange of data,

information and infrastructure services, duly
leveraging open, interoperable standardsbased
digital systems, and ensuring the security,

confidentiality and privacy of healthrelated

personal information

The Vision of NDHM encapsulates the goals of
NHP 2017 and aims to leapfrog to the digital age
by providing a wide range of digi tal health
services.

Objectives of the National Health
Blueprint
The Objectives of NDHB arealigned to the Vision
I £ . (0c¢mpyx ATl rdating EoAthe héalthd O
sector. These include:
Es@EbliéhingahdmanrAdihg thd cbre digRalHedith
data and the infrastructure required for its
seamless exchange

Digital

Promoting the adoption of open stand ards by all
the actors in the National Digital Health Eco
system, for developing several digital health
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systems that span across the sector from
wellness to disease mangement

Creating a system of Personal Health Records,
based on international standards,and easily
accessible to the citizens and to the service
providers, based on citizeaconsent

Following the best principles of cooperative
federalism while working with t he States and
Union Territories for the realization of the
Vision

Promoting Health Data Analytics and Medical
Research

Enhancing the efficiency and effectiveness of
Governance at all levels

Ensuring Quality of Healthcare .

Leveraging the Information Systemslready existing
in the health sector

Recommendation

It recommends to establish National Digital Health
Mission (NDHM as a purely government
organization with complete functional autonomy on

the lines of Unique Identification Authority of India

(UIDAI) and Goods and Services Network GSTN

Layered the

blueprint

approach to conceptualizing
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Building blocks of NDHB

While the Blueprint has identified 23 Building

Blocks, a few of the critical capabilities of NDHE,
addressed by appropriate combinations of the
Building Blocks, are explained briefly along with a
schematic of theBlueprint, such as:

Identification

Unique identification of Persons, Facilities, Diseases
and Devices is a key requirement and challenge
as well in NDHE. The Blueprint handles this
requirement through 2 Building Blocks, namely;

1. Personal Health Identifier(PHI)
2. Health Master Directories & Registries.

The uniqueness in identification of Persons
(citizens) required as an essential attribute of
PHI is sought to be achieved through a
combination of Aadhaar-based Identification/
Authentication for schemes notifed under
Section 7 of the Aadhaar Act, and through other
specified types of identifiers in respect of the
rest.

Citizen to be in Control:

The Blueprint achieves these complex and
mandatory requirements through a combination of a
few Building Blocks, nanely, Consent Manager,
Anonymizer and Privacy Operations Centre.

Service Access/ Delivery:

Omni-channel access/ delivery are an important
capability required in NDHE. This is achieved by
a combination of Web (India Health Portal),
Mobile (MyHealth App) ard Call Centres besides
Social Media Platforms.

The Command, Control and Communication Centre
enable realtime monitoring and real-time
interventions needed in the NDHE.

Given the signiftant spread of smartphones and the
prospects of its further growth, The Blueprint
emphasizes theO- T AET A & E OGS
majority of stakeholder-facing services.

Interoperability:

The most important contribution of the Blueprint is
its advocacy of Ineroperability, which is a
prerequisite for development of integrated
digital health services and continuum of care but
also for the autonomous development of
innovative value-added services by
entrepreneurs.

Two Building Blocks, namely, the Health
Information Exchange and the National Health
Informatics Standards enable and promote the
interoperability of various building blocks.
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e-Services to Citizens

Aims of the Citizen centric e-Services
It aims to digitally empower the society and
transform the ecoromy

They aim to restyle how citizens avail of services
and participate in the economy using less cash,
opting instead for UPI, internet banking, direct
benefit transfer, digital payment platform etc.,
using unique identification techniques, like
Aadhaar, ® as to drive financial inclusion with
minimum lapses anddelays.

Some of the important citizen centric initiatives
of digital India programme are:

Some of the important citizen centric initiatives of
Digital India programme are explained in brief
below

Direct Benefit Transfer

Enables transfer ofgovernment benefits directly to
the bank account of beneficiaries

Led to the integration of 440 schemes and the
disbursal of INR 7,33,981crore, resulting in
savings of INR 1,41,677crore

The number of transactionsfor financial year 2019
20 alone, stands aRl1crore

DigiLocker

Enables paperless governance by providing private
space on public cloud to citizens for storing their
public and private documents

352+crore documents are available at DigiLocker
200+ types d documents are available
2.3crore users ae making use of DigiLocker

124 Issuers and 34 Requestor organizations are
active

UMANG

Provides one mobile app for availing government
services through backend integration with
several government applications andlatabases

362 Services are made available rdm 73
departments and 18 states

It has 1.1+crore downloads and 4.5+ rating (max.5)

e-Hospital

Facilities automation in hospitals through 20+
modules of Hospital Management Information
System, IPD, Pharmacy, Blodahnk etc

322 hospitals are integrated withe-Hospital
9.8crere patients have been registered

e-NAM
Integrated 585 Agricultural Mandis across 16 States
and 2 union territories

1.64 crore farmers and 1.2 lakhs merchants are
onboarded

Digital payment serviceis also enabled and orders
worth INR 70000crore have been transacted

SWAYAM
A massive online open courses (MOOCS) platform, it
offers more than 2000+ programme categories

Allows credits to students on the completion of
courses. The credit is registered byniversities

National Scholarship portal

Provides facility of multiple scholarship schemes
through a single online portal and includes
application submission  from students,
verification by School Administration approval
by Authorities and disbursal throuch DBT

20 Scholarship shemes stand integrated
1.08crore students have been benefited in 201-89

PMGDISHA

Pradhan Mantri Gramin Digital Saksharata Abhiyan
has been started with aim to make at least one
person per family digitally literate

Target is to train 6¢rore persons in rurd areas

2.2crore persons have been trained and 1.3crore
trained persons have taken certification

India BPOScheme

A unique initiative to incentivize BPO employment
in smaller towns (Tier 2/3 towns) that covers 108
cities and approved276 units

51,279 seats allocated and 26,331 seats became
operational

Created around 30,000 direct employment

GeM
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An ecommerce platform for public procurement of
common use goods and services

9.5 lakh products are placed for sale on the platform

2.3 lakh =llers and service providers are active on
the platform

For the first time, many sellers from small towns are
participating in public procurement due to end
to-end automation

Digital Payment

Many innovative digital payment tools, namely
BHIM-UPI, BHIMAadhaar, BHARAT QR code,
National Electronic Toll Collections etc., have
been implemented

Digital payments transactions on UPI including
BHIM-UPI has grown 8000 times from October
2016 to March 219

JeevanPramaan
Facilities pensioners to submit their life certficate
digitally from anywhere, anytime basis

2.58crore pensioners have submitted their life
certificate using Jeevan Pramaan

eCourts Mission Mode Project

Promotes automation In Courts including Supreme
Court, High Courts, District Court and District
Court Complexes

Several services like case status, cause list, court
order, caveat search etc

National Judicial Data Grid is also implemented,
which analyses the data gathered from all
integrated courts and shows all India figures
through dashboard

MyGov

Facilities participatory governance in the country by
proving a common digital platform, where
citizens can share their views on government
programmes and schemes

80 lakh active users are contributing through MyGov

39 lakh comments are received in 800 discussip
threads

About Digital India Programme

The Digital India programme is a flagship
programme of the Government of India with a vision
to transform India into a digitally empowered

society and knowledge economy. It s

transformational in nature and would ensire that
Government services are available to citizens
electronically.

Vision Areas of Digital India
The Digital India programme is centred on three key
vision areas:

Digital infrastructure as a core utility to every
citizen

Governance and services onaiand
Digital empowerment of citizens

Present status and achievements of Digital India

Programme

Cashless & paperless governance: Digital India in
the last five years was implemented with a
dedicated focus on making use of digital tools
and techniques for the delivery of Paperless,
Presence less and Cadlss governance in the
country.

Aadhaar enabled eSign: It provides ease of
authentication for digital transactions and
thereby, eliminates the need for physical
presence. Aadhaar is the largest deduplication
mechanism for government schemes in the
country.

Common service centres: Digital delivery of
services has been strengthened with the help of
3.47 lakh Common Services Centers (CSCs),
spread across 2.3 lakh Gram Panchayats in
the country that provides digital access to over
350 services especially in rural areas at an
affordable cost. The CSCs have also led to
empowerment of marginalized sections of the
society by creating jobs for over 12 lakh people
and by promoting rural entrepreneurs including
women. They have also undertaken Stree
Swabhinan initiative to create awareness
about menstrual health and have set up over
204 sanitary pad units.

Electronic Transaction Aggregation and Analysis
Layer: As per the data from eTAAL, the portfolio
of electronic services has grown to 3,102 and an
average number of electronic transactions on a
daily basis till April, 2019 is around 9.5 crores
which can be attributed to both i.e growing
number of transactions as well as increase in the
consumption of eServices
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IndEA: It aims to offer One Government
experience to citizens and businesses by
establishing the bestin-class architectural
governance processes and practices with
optimal utilization of ICT infrastructure and
applications.

Digital Service Standard (3S); It lays down the
desirable quality of digital services for an
enhanced citizen experience that needs to be
achieved by all government entities.

A National Software Products Mission is planned
to implement National Policy on Software
Products z 2019 that inter-alia includes
nurturing 10,000 technology startups in
software product industry and up skilling of
1,000,000 IT professionals.

Artificial Intelligence along with other emerging
technologies is envisaged to provide solutions
for the benefit of citizens in all social sectors /
domains.

National Program on Al: It has been designed with
priority mission areas, namely Healthcare,
Agriculture, Education, Smart Cities,
Transportation, Cyber Security, Energy, Finance
and Indian Languages. It will bemp lemented
in a hub and spoke model, wherein the
proposed National Centre on Artificial
Intelligence will act as the hub and Centers of
Excellence (CoEs) along with Startups will act as
spokes. The CoEs will facilitate startups /
industry to work on th e development and
deployment of Al based solutions and will also
aid Research and Academic Institutions inhie
applied research.

)TAEA8O OAOT T AT AA O1 xAO!

now moved from the corridors of the empowered

society and providing substanive benefits to the
common masses, thus demonstrating the power of
technology.

Smal | Far mer so A

Consortium (SFAC)

Source: SFAC Website

Vision

Promoting  Agri -Business by  encouraging

linkages to ensire the empowerment of all farmers
in the country.

Mission

To link small farmers to technology as well as tthe
markets in association with private, corporate or
cooperative sector and if necessary, by providing
backward and forward linkages.

About SFAC

Small Farmers Agribusiness Consortium (SFAC) is
an Autonomous Society promoted by the
Ministry of Agriculture, Cooperation and
&AOT AOOG8 7A1 £ZAOAR ' 1 OAOT I
registered under Societies Registration Act XXI
of 1860 on 18th January, 1994

The Saiety is governed by a Board of Management
which is chaired, exi £AAEAET h AU
Minister for Agriculture and Farmers Welfare as
the President and the Secretary, Department of
Agriculture, Cooperation and Farmers Welfare,
Government of India, is lhe exofficio Vice
President.

(i

Society is a pioneer in organising small and marginal
farmers as Farmers Inteest Groups, Farmers
Producers Organisation and Farmers Producers
Company for endowing them with bargaining
power and economies of scale.

It provides a platform for increased accessibility and
cheaper availability of agricultural inputs to
small and margiral farmers and in establishing
forward and backward linkages in supply chain
management.

This initiative has triggered mobilization of farmers
for aggregation across the country with ultimate

. aim . of  sustainable bpusipess, .model and . . .
A O a@gﬁm&écﬁn@dmesp'&AEl I'TTCEAO EAO

SFAC is an exclusive Society focused on increasing
incomes of small and marginal farmers through
aggregation and development of agribusiness.

SFAC has pioeered the formation and growth of

g rFarneru S ArodluddrS SOrganizations/Farmer
Producer Companies, wwich is now being
implemented across the length and breadth of
the country. SFAC is progressing towards
establishing an eco system for FPOs/FPCs to
make them susténable and viable in the long

institutional and private sector investments and
4

run.
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SFAC offers Schemes like Equity Grant and Credit
Guarantee Fund Scheme to FPCs to improve
availability of working capital and development
of business activities.

SFAC promotes development of small agribusiness
through its VCA Scheme for value added
processing and marketing linkages.

SFAC is also implementing thé&lational Agriculture
Market Electronic Trading (eNam) platform.
The purpose is to provide for a single unified
market for agricultural products with much
higher price discovery for farmers.

Objectives
1. To catalyze agreindustrial growth in the
country based on the principles of:

(a) Ecological sustainability
(b) Economic efficiency
(c) Social equity

2. To undertake or assist in undertaking
programs for employment geneation,
growth and diversification of agriculture &
agro-based industries to increase food
production and export of agriculture
products, in both primary and processed
forms.

3. To identify and promote postharvest
processing/manufactures units in the public
, private and cooperative sector.

4. To promote organization of marketing chain
both for domesticand export marketing.

5. To influence Government policies for
agriculture, there by increasing the flow of
resources and augmenting the rate of capital
formation in agriculture sector.

6. To pave the way for establishment of
ET OACOAOAA pOi AOCADO
forward and backward linkages.

7. To prepare, print and publish papers,
periodicals, monographs in furtherance of
the objectives of the society.

Work Scope
SFACIin addition to the endeavors complying with
its core objectives, also takes up implementatiomf

schemes and programs of various Government of

India (Gol), Ministries and Departments and other
Financial Institutions and Banks on a service charge
basis. The SFAC society is currently
implementing the following schemes and
programs viz.

The Schematic Pattern of Assistance from SFAC, out
of Gol grantsin-aid for the promotion of value
addition in the hands of farmers, through setting
up part-processing, semiprocessing and ful
processing facilities through the setting up of
AgriBusiness ventures all over the country
mostly in collaboration with the private sector
and active cooperation of commercial banks

SFAC provides to agribusiness projects involving
value adition in the hands of farmers. Most of
these projects involve agripartner and post
harvest management, marketing etc.

SFAC is endowed with the task amplementation
of National Agriculture Market by setting up

of an appropriate common e -market
platform through private partnership  that
would be deployable in selected regulated

wholesale markets in State/wholesale markets
in States/Union Territories (UT) desirous of
joining the e-platform.

SFAC has been identified as a central procurement
agency by Gofor price stabilization of onion
and pulses under Price Stabilization Fund.

Nation al Bamboo Mission

Source: PIB & Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare

The restructured National Bamboo Mission
(NBM) has been launched in 2018l9 to focus on
the development of complete value chain of bamboo
sector and link growers with markets.

gMajor @bieckiesahtRadissiqn gre:

Toincrease the area under bamboo plantation in
non forest Government and private lands to
supplement farm income and contribute
towards resilience to climate change as well as
the availability of quality raw material for
industries.

To improve post -harvest management through
establishment of innovative primary processing

units near the source of production, primary
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treatment and seasoning plans, preservation
technologies and market infrastructure.

To promote product development keeping in view
market demand, by  assisting R&D,
entrepreneurship & business models at micro,

small and medium levels and feed bigger
industry.
To rejuvenate the underde veloped bamboo

industry in India.

To promote skill develop ment, capacity building,
awareness generation for development of
bamboo sector from production to market
demand.

To re-align efforts so as to reduce dependency
on import of bamboo and bamboo producs by
way of improved productivity and suitability of
domedic raw material for industry, so as to
enhance the income of the primary producers.

Other key Highlights
National Bamboo Mission (NBM) is a centrally
sponsored scheme

The Mission envisages promahng holistic growth of
bamboo sector by adopting aredasd,
regionally differentiated strategy and to increase
the area under bamboo cultivation and
marketing.

Under the Mission, steps have been taken to
increase the availability of quality planting
material by supporting the setting up of new
nurseries and strengthening of existing ones.

To address forward integration, the Mission is
taking steps to strengthen marketing of bamboo
products, especially those of handicraft items.

The activities under NBM & approved as per the
Annual Action Plans received from he State
Governments.

The operational guidelines of NBM provide inter alia

assistance for treatment, establishment of
markets, incubation centres, value added
product development and processing,

development of tools & equipments, research &
development, oth in the Government and
Private Sector which would include start ups
also.

Scheme of Fund for Regeneration of Traditional
Industries (SFURTI) is implemented by the M/o
Micro Small & Medium Enterpises (MSME).

SFURTI envisages providingheed-based assistance
for replacement of production equipment,
setting up of common facility centres (CFC),
product development, quality improvement,
improved marketing, training and capacity
building. Under the shieme, 12 bamboo related
clusters have bea approved in 8 States.

The Mission also envisages establishment of
primary processing units close to the production
area to reduce transportation costs and
complete utilization of bamboo to move towards
zero wastage so as to improve economies of
entrepreneurs and lower costs to consumers.

States covered under the mission

The Mission will focus on development of bamboo in
limited States where it has social, commercial and
economical advantage, particularly in the Ndh
Eastern region and States including Mihya
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh, Odisha,
Karnataka, Uttarakhand, Bihar, Jharkhand, Andhra
Pradesh, Telangana, Gujarat, Tamil Nadu and Kerala.

The Mission is expected to establish about 4000
treatment/ product development units and bring
more than 100000 ha area under plantation during
the period 2018-19 & 2019-20.

NPCDCS

National Programme for Prevention and Control of
Cancer, Diabetes, Cardiovascular Diseases and
Stroke(NPCDCS)

Source:National Health Portal& Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare

Background

The country is experiencing a rapid health transition
with a rising burden of Non-Communicable Diseases
(NCDs) which are emerging as the leading cause of
death in India accounting for over 42% of all deths
with considerable loss in potentially productive
years (aged 3564 years) of life. According to a WHO
report (2002), cardiovascular diseases (CVDs) will
be the largest cause of death and disability in India
by 2020.

About NPCDCS
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Considering the risingburden of NCDs and common
risk factors to major Chronic Non 7
Communicable Diseases, Government of India
initiated an integrated National Programme for
Prevention and Control of Cancer, Diabetes,
Cardiovascular Diseases and Stroke (NPCDCS
under the Nationd Health Mission.

The focus of the Progrenme is on health promotion
and prevention, strengthening of infrastructure
including human resources, early diagnosis and
management and integration with the primary
health care system through NCD cells at
different levels for optimal operational
synergies

The NPCDCS program has two components viz.
(i) Cancer (ii) Diabetes, CVDs and Stroke.
These two components have been integrated at
different levels as far as possible for optimal
utilization of the resources. The activities at
State, Districts, CHC an&ub Centre level have
been planned under the programme and will be
closely monitored through NCD cell at different
levels.

During the period 2010z 2012, the programme was
implemented in 100 districts across 21 Stas.
The programme at present covers the mire
country.

Objectives of NPCDCS

Health promotion through behavior change with
involvement of community, civil society,
community based organizations, media etc.

Outreach Camps for opportunistic screening at all
levels in the healthcare delivery systemfrom
sub-centre and above for early detection of
diabetes, hypertension and common cancers.

Management of chronic NorCommunicable
diseases, especially Cancer, Diabetes, CVDs an
Stroke through early diagnosis, tratment and
follow up through setting up o NCD clinics.

Build capacity at various levels of health care for
prevention, early diagnosis, treatment, IEC/BCC,
operational research and rehabilitation.

Provide support for diagnosis and cost effective
treatment at primary, secondary and tertiary
levels of health care.

Provide support for development of database of
NCDs through a robust Surveillance System and
to monitor NCD morbidity, mortality and risk
factors.

Vikas

Pradhan Mantri Kaushal

Yojana
Source: Pressinformation Bureau

Background

India is one of the youngest nations in the world
with more than 62% of its population in the working
age group (15z 59 years), and around 54%, below
25 years of age. To take advantage of this
demographic dividend, Irdia needs to equip its
workforce with employable skills and knowledge so
that they can contribute to the economic growth of
the country.

MSDE has developed anmbrella framework for
all skilling activities and aligned them to common
standards. MSDE has s$aip institutions and
agencies to focus on different areas and activitie.
currently operates through three agencies :

1. National Skill Development Authority
(NSDA): NSDA is tasked with the
Implementation of the National Skills

Qualification Framework (NSQF)

Strengthening State Skill Development Missions
(SSDMs)

2. National Skill Development Corporation
(NSDC): NSDC is tasked with the

Implementation of the MSDE skill development
programs like Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas
Yojana (PMKVY 20168020), Pradhan Mautri
Kaushal Vikas Kendra (PMKK)

Funding private sector skilling companies to
establish Skill Development Centres (SDCs)
on soft loan terms and conditions

Establishment and Monitoring of Sector SkKill
Councils (SSCs), which are industry enabled
bodies driving skill development in their
respective sectors

Directorate General of Training (DGT):
DGT is tasked with the establishment and
monitoring of long term vocational training
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Industrial
and

institutions  called
Institutes (IT1s)
apprenticeships.

About PMKVY

Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY) is
the flagship outcomebased skill training scheme
of the Ministry of Skill Development &
Entrepreneurship (MSDE).

Training
promoting

The objective of this skill certification and reward
scheme is to enable andnhobilize a large number
of Indian youth to take up outcome based skill
training and become employable and earn their
livelihood.

The scheme will cover 10 million youth during the
period 2016 -2020.

Under this Scheme, Training and Assessment feeg
are compktely paid by the Government.

Skill training would be done based on the National
Skill Qualification Framework (NSQF) and
industry led standards.

Key components of PMKVY
Short Term Training

The Short Term Training imparted at PMKVY
Training Centres (TCs) is expded to benefit
candidates of Indian nationality who are either
school/college dropouts or unemployed. Apart from
providing training according to the National Skills
Qualification Framework (NSQF), TCs shall also
impart training in Soft Skills, Entrepreneur ship,
Financial and Digital Literacy. Upon successful
completion of their assessment, candidates shall be
provided placement assistance by Training
Partners (TPs) . Payouts shall be provided to the
TPs in alignment with the Common Norms.
Trainings imparted under the Short Term Training
component of the Scheme shall be NSQF Level 5 an
below.

Recognition of Prior Learning

Individuals with prior learning experience or skills
shall be assessed and certified under the
Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL) componenof
the Scheme. RPL aims to align the competencies o
the unregulated workforce of the country to the
NSQF. Project Implementing Agencies (PIAs), such

o

f

as SectorSkill Councils (SSCs) or any other agencies

designated by MSDE/NSDC, shall be incentivized to
implement RPL projects in any of the three Project
Types (RPL Camps, RPL at Employers Premises and
RPL centres). To address knowledge gaps, PIAs may
offer Bridge Courses to RPL candidates.

Special Projects : The Special Projects component
of PMKVY envisage the creation of a platform
that will facilitate trainings in special areas
and/or premises of Government bodies,
Corporates or Industry bodies, and trainings in
special job roles not defined under the available
Qualification Packs (QPs)/National Occupatinal
Standards (NOSs). Special Projects are projects
that require some deviation from the terms and
conditions of Short Term Training under PMKVY
for any stakehobder. A proposing stakeholder
can be either Government Institutions of Central
and State Goverment(s)/Autonomous Body/
Statutory Body or any other equivalent body or
corporates who desire to provide training to
candidates.

Kaushal and Rozgar Mela Social amd community
mobilisation is extremely critical for the success
of PMKVY. Active participatiorof the community
ensures transparency and accountability, and
helps in leveraging the cumulative knowledge of
the community for better functioning. In line
with this, PMKVY assigns special importance to
the involvement of the target beneficiaries
through a defined mobilisation process. TPs
shall conduct Kaushal and Rozgar Melas
every six months with press/media coverage;
they are also required to participate activédy in
National Career Service Melas and eground
activities.

Placement Guidelines: PMKVY envages to link
the aptitude, aspiration, and knowledge of the
skilled workforce it creates with employment
opportunities and demands in the market. Every
effort thereby needs to be made by the PMKVY
TCs to provide placement opportunities to
candidates, traned and certified under the
Scheme. TPs shall also provide support to
entrepreneurship development.

Monitoring Guidelines: To ensure that high
standards of quality are maintained by PMKVY
TCs, NSDC and empaneled Inspection Agencies
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shall use various methoalogies, such as self
audit reporting, call validations, surprise visits,
and monitoring through the Skills Development
Management System (SDMS). These
methodologies shall be enhanced with the
engagement of latest technologies.

Implementation
The scheme wuld be implemented through
National Skill Development Corporation (NSDC).

In addition, Central / State Government affiliated
training providers would also be usa& for
training under the scheme.

All training providers will have to register on the

SMART potal before being eligible for
participating under this scheme.
Training would include soft skills, personal

grooming, behavioral change for cleanliness,
good work ethics.

Sector Skill Councils and the State Governments
would closely monitor skill training that will
happen under PMKVY.

Mahila Samridhi Yojana

Source: National Backward Classes Finance and
Development Corporation (NBCFDC)

Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment
Department of Government of India has introduced
Mahila Samridhi Yojana for prowviing loans to
women entrepreneurs.

Objective of the scheme

To provide Microfinance to women entrepreneurs

belonging to the target group.

Eligibility

Women belonging to the Backward Classes as
notified by Central / State Govt. from time to
time and living below double the poverty line.

The annual family income of the women is fixed as
Rs.3.00 Lakh

In a SHG 60% of members can be from Backward
Classes and remiaing 40% members may be
from other weaker section like
SC/Handicapped/ Minorities etc.

Salient feature

The beneficiary women is not required to invest any
amount of her own on the projects upto cost of
Rs.2,00,000¢.

The rate of interest on the amount ofoan is less as
compared to the general loan scheme of the
Corporation.

Loan

1. Maximum loan limit per SHG: Rs.15.00 Lakh

2. Maximum loan Ilimit per beneficiary
Rs.1,00,000+
3. Maximum number of women in one SHG:
20
Repayment

Loan is to be repaid in quartely instalments within
4 Years (including the moratorium period of six
months on the recovery of pmcipal).

Implementation

The scheme is to be implemented by Channel
Partners in rural and urban areas by way of
financing the womenbeneficiaries either directly or
through SelfHelp Groups (SHGS).
Scheme  for

New Swarnima

Women

Source: National Backward Chsses Finance and
Development Corporation (NBCFDC)

The Swarnima Scheme was introduced by the
National Backward Classes Finance and
Development Corporation (NBCFDC) for the welfare
of Women. The implementation of the scheme is
performed by the State Channéing Agency (SCA)
which act as the nodal agency.

Objective

To inculcate the spirit of selfdependence among the
eligible Women ofBackward Classes under the term
loan

The Benefits of the Swarnima Scheme for
Women are :

This scheme
livelihood.

is focused on providing better

To provide social and financial security to the
women in the state.
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To make beneficiary to live

independent life

a financially

Eligibility criteria
Women entrepreneur belonging to backward classes
is only eligible to apply for this scleme.

Age of the woman should be between 18 to 55 years.

The annual income of the women should be less
than Rs.3 Lakhger annum.

Quantum of Assistance

Under the Swarnima Scheme, all the eligible women
will get a subsidy amount of Rs. 1 Lakh for self
employment and the remaining amount has to be
self-owned by the beneficiary.

About National Backward Classes Finance and
Development Corporation

National Backward Classes Finance & Development
Corporation (NBCFDC) is a@overnment of India
Undertaking under the a egis of Ministry of Social
Justice and Empowerment. NBCFDC was
incorporated under the Companies Act 1956 in
January 192 (now section 8 of the Companies Act
2013) as a Company not for profit with an objective
to promote economic and developmental activitis
for the benefit of Other Backward Classes (OBCs)
and to assist the poorer section of these classes in
skill development and seltemployment ventures.
NBCFDC provides financial assistance through
State Channelizing Agencies (SCAs) nominated
by the State Governments/UTs and Banks (RRBs

& PSB9. NBCFDC also provides Micro Financing
through SCAs/ Self Help Groups (SHGS).

The Corporation can assist a wide range of income
generating activities to assist the poorer section of
these classes imself-employment ve ntures under
following broad sectors:

Agriculture and Allied Activities
Small Business/Artisan and Traditional Occupabn
Transport and Service Sector etc.

Technical, Vocational and Professional Trades/

Courses
Vision
The Corporation has been establishedvith a vision

to play a leading role in upliftment of economic
status of the target group of Backward Classes.

Mission

To provide concessional financial assistance to the
eligible members of the Backward Classes for Self
employment ventures and Skill Devepment
Training.

Objectives of NBCFDC
To Promote economic & development activities for
the benefit of Backward Classe

To assist, subject to such income and/or economic
criteria as may be prescribed by the government
from time to time, individuals or groups of
individuals belonging to Backward Classes by
way of loans and advances for economically and
financially viable schemes and projects.

To promote selfemployment and other ventures for
the benefit of Backward Classes.

To grant concessional financen selected cases for
poor persons belonging to Backward Classes as
per an annual income criteria defined from time

to time (presently Rs. 3.00 lakh).

To extend loans to the Backward Classes for
pursuing
general/professional/vocational/technical
education or training at graduate and higher

level.

To assist in the upgradation of technical and
entrepreneurial skills of Backward Classes for

proper and efficient management of production

units.
India and Italy set up Fast dTrack
Mechanism to Facilitate

investo rs and Companies
R —

INDIA-ITALY FAST TRACK
MECHANISM

DEPARTMENT FOR PROMOTION OF
INVESTMENT & INTERNAL TRADE

&
l l EMBASSY OF ITALY, NEW DELH!I

Source:Press Information Bureau

@!1st o
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In order to facilitate Italian companies and investors
in India and Indian companies and investors in Italy,
it has been decided to establish fasrack system for

companies and investors of both the counies.

Fast-track system in India

The key objectives of the fast z track system in
India will be to pave the way for and identify
and solve problems faced by Italian companies
and investors with their operations in India.

The system will also serve as aplatform for
discussing general suggestions from the
point of view of Italian companies and
investors with regard to ease of doing business
in India.

Department for Promotion of Industry and
Internal Trade (DPIIT) in close cooperation
with Invest India will represent the India
side in this system in India.

DPIT will facilitate the participation of other
relevant Ministries and authorities on a case by
case basis.

Invest India will be the responsible agency to
pursue and monitor individual cases. They will
be constantly reviewed by DPIIT.

The ltalian Embassy in India in close cooperation
with the Italian Trade Agency and relevant
Ministries in Italy will represent the Italian side
of this system in India.

A continuous updated list of relevant concerns of
Italian companies and investors in India will be
prepared by Italian Embassy and form the basis
of the fastz track system in India.

The fast-track system will be reviewed twice a
year at the level of Secretary, DPIIT and Italian
Ambassador in India. The Ithan Embassy and
DPIT will meet on the working level at shorter
intervals as and when required to review the
progress achieved.

Fast-track system for

investors in Italy

Key objectives of the fast z track system in Italy
will be to pave the way for and identify and
solve problems faced by Indian companies and
investors with their operations in Italy.

Indian Companies and

The fasttrack system will also serve as a platform
for discussing general suggestions from the
point of view of Indian companies and inestors
with regard to ease of doing business in Italy.

Ministry of Economic Development, ltaly, in close
coopeaation with the Italian Trade Agency will
represent the Italian side in this system in Italy.
Ministry of Economic Development, Italy will
facilitate the participation of other relevant
Ministries and authorities on a case by case
basis.

Italian Trade Agency will be the responsible agency
to pursue and monitor individual cases.

The Indian Embassy in Italy in close cooperation
with DPIIT and the rekevant Ministries in India
will represent the Indian side of this system in
Italy.

Index for
UTs

Broadband Readiness
Indian states and
(2019 -2022)

Source:Press Information Bureau

Background

The National Digital Communication Policy
(NDCP) 2018 acknowledged the need for building a
robust digital communications infrastructure
leveraging existing &sets of the broadcasting and
power sectors including collaborative models
involving state, local bodies and the private sector.
Accordingly, the policy recommendd that a BRI for
States and UTs be developed to attract investments
and address Right of WayRoW) challenges across
India.

Key highlights

The Department of Telecom (DoT) and the Indian
Council for Research on International Economic
Relations (ICRIER) sigad a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) to develop a Broadband
Readiness Index (BRI) for India States and
Union Territories (UT).

It is being mentioned that the first estimate will be
made in 2019 and subsequently every year until
2022.
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The development of BRI will be a collaborative
exercise with stakeholders including State
governments and industy associations like the
Tower and Infrastructure Providers Association
(TAIPA), the Internet Service Providers
Association of India (ISPAI) and the Cellular
Operaors Association of India (COAI). This will
be a first of its kind exercise that will
comprehensively measure the development of
telecom infrastructure at the sub national level.

The BRI consists of two parts;

1. Part | wil focus on infrastructure
developmert based on the measurement of
nine parameters.

Part Il consists of demand side parameters
which will be captured through primary

surveys. It will include indicators such as
percentage of households using computers/
laptops with internet connection, the

percentage of households with fixed
broadband connection, internet users as a
percentage of thepopulation, smart phones
density, percentage of households with at
least one digitally literate member, etc.

National Policy for the Promotion
of Farmer Producer  Organisations

Source: Press Information Bureau

Collectivization of producers, especially small and
marginal farmers, into producer organisations has
emerged as one of the most effective pathways to
address the many challenges of agriculture but most
importantly, improved access to investments,
technology and inputs and markets. Department of
Agriculture  and  Cooperation,  Ministry  of
Agriculture, Govt. of India has identified farmer
producer organisation registered under the special
provisions of the Companes Act, 1956 as the most
appropriate institution al form around which to
mobilize farmers and build their capacity to
collectively leverage their production and marketing
strength.

Vision

To build a prosperous and sustainable
agriculture sector by promoting and supporting
member-owned Producer Organisabns, that enable

54

farmers to enhance productivity through efficient,
cost-effective and sustainable resource use and
realize higher returns for their produce, through
collective action supported by the goverment, and
fruitful collaboration with academia, research
agencies, civil society and the private sector.

Mission

To promote economically viable, democratic, and
self governing Farmer Producer Organisations
(FPOs)

To provide support for the promotion of sich FPOs
by qualified and experienced Resource
Institutions

To provide the required assistance and resources
policy action, inputs, technical knowledge,
financial resources, and infrastructure 7 to
strengthen these FPOs.

To remove hurdles in enabling famers access the
markets through their FPOs, both as buyers and

sellers

To create an enabling policy environment for
investments in FPOs to leverage their collective

production and marketing power

Scopeand Coverage

The provisions of this Policy will apply equally to
FPOs already registered elter under the
Companies Act and under various central and
state cooperative society laws and those FPOs
which will be registered subsequent to the issue
of this policy

The main qualifying criterion for an FPO to attrat
benefits under various schemes and
programmes of the Central and State
Governments is that it must be a body registered
and administered by farmers and the
organisation must be focused on activities in the
agriculture and allied sectors.

Role of Central and State Government

Institutions in Supporting FPOs

Department of Agriculture and Cooperation (DAC),
Ministry of Agriculture, Govt. of India will act as
the nodal agency for the development and
growth of FPOs

3i A1l &AOI AOOGS
Society under DAC, will be the deghated
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agency of DAC to act as a singlendow for
technical support, training needs, research and
knowledge management and to create linkages
to investments, technology and markets. SFAC
will provide all -round support to State
governments, FPOs and othezntities engaged in
promotion and development of FPOs.

The mandate of National Cooperative Development
Corporation (NCDC) will be expanded to include
FPOs in the list of eligible institutions which
receive support under the various programmes
of the Corporation

DAC will work with Food Corporation of India (FCI)
and State Governments to encourage them to
include FPOs as procurement agencies under the
Minimum Support Price (MSP) procurement
operations for various crops

Cyber Crime Prevention against
Women a nd Children (CCPWC)

Source: Press Information Bureau

Objective
To have an effective mechanism to handle cyber
crimes against women and children in the country.

Main components of the scheme are:

1. Online Cyber crime reporting Unit
A4EA O/AVEABAOCEI A 2ADPI 0O
central citizen portal of the CCTNS project.

Using this portal, anonline cyber -crime complain t
can be made by the victims of cybecrime.

It will provide a central repository for all such
crim es, which will be used for publishing an
annual analytical report regarding cybercrimes,
their trends and remedial measures etc.

Also, this unit will provide a central repository for
reference to law enforcement and regulatory
agencies at the national, sate and local level for
cyber-crime related information.

This unit will be responsible for the development
of an online cyber -crime reporting platform,
publishing periodic analytical reports
covering trends of cybercrime, defining process
flows for handling online complaints field Ly
citizens and also responsible for assigning such
complaints to the appropriate law enforcement

agencies based on jurisdiction in the states/ UTs
or to any central agency having jurisdiction for
criminal investigation.

This unit will work closely with for ensic unit for all
digital investigations at centre as well as at
designated state forensic laboratories.

2. Forensic Unit

Proper collection and preservation of evidence
related to cyber -crime and its analysis in line
with the provisions of the IT Actand evidence
Act is of utmost importance.

A national cyber forensic laboratory will operate
24*7*365 basis. It would have all the latest
forensic tool setup, which would be accessible to
all central /state/ UTs as well as central/ Sate
forensic laboratories as and when needed.

This unit will have a team of cyber security
professionals to carry out vivid types of
electronics forensic analysis and assist the law
enforcement agencies in electronic forensic
analysis across the country.

This laboratory would cary all deep and advanced
level forensic analysis.

3. Capacity Building Unit

This unit will support capacity building of Central

and State Police Forces, Prosecutors, Judicial
ffice(ss.l. agdéall& ?théer CQEc%rneo! ,stakeholdgr for
I required capabilities like detection,

investigations, forensic etc.

=

This unit will also assist the state/ UTs officials in
taking up long term courses to enhance the
expertise in this area.

4. Research & development Unit

In order to develop effective tools todetect obscene
and objectionable content in the cyber space, a
continuous refining is needed. Hence, there is a
need to take up research and development
activities in partnership with research and
academic institutions of national importance.

These initiatives will help in improving the
technology readiness and would be prepared to
face any type of cybercrimes. As part of
research and development activities multiple
Centres of Excellence (COE) will be developed in
the country.
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5. Awareness Creation Unit

There is a need for a wéldefined citizen awareness
program by the government of India aimed at
delivering cyberrAOET A AT O AT A
proactive mitigation initiative.

Awareness about cybercrime and cyber hygiene will
be introduced in schools in the edy stages of
educationas a component of school curriculum.

These awareness communications will be delivered
via a web portal and mobile apps. Through this
medium individual will be informed about the
various types of cybercrimes and information
on how to securely use technolog to protect
themselves.

Awareness campaigns like one day workshop,
essay and elocution competition etc. will be
conducted at schools, college level across the
country and as a part of such programs
brochures related to cyber etiqu© OAOh A
AT 1 6 dmizedvould be distributed.

Atal Bimit Vyakti Kalyan Yojana

Source: Press Information Bureau
The ESI Corporation has launched a scheme namedg
0! OAl "EIEO 6UAEOQE + Al UA
case the Insured Person (IP) is rengled
unemployed, provides relief to the extent of 25% of
the average per day earning during the previous
four contribution periods. The Scheme has been
made effective from 2018. The scheme s
implemented on pilot basis for a period of two
years initially.

The eligibility conditio ns and other features of

the scheme are asunder:

The Insured Person should have been rendered
unemployed during the period the relief
is claimed.

The Insured Person should have been in insurable
employment for a minimum period of two years.

The Insured Person should have contributed not less
than 78 days during each of the preceding four
contribution periods.

The contribution in respect of him should have been
paid or payable by the employer.

T &vdilibghHisAedef. ! " 6 +9 Q

The contingency of unemployment shold not have
been & a result of any punishment for
misconduct or superannuation or voluntary

Atetiréner®. AO A

Aadhar and Bank Account of the Insured Person
should be linked with insured person database.

In case the Insured Person(IP) is working for more
than one employer and iscovered under the ESI
scheme he will be considered unemployed only
in case he is rendered unemployed with all
employers.

As specified in Section 65 of the ESI Act, an IP shall
not be entitled to any other cash compensation
and the Reliefunder ABVKY simulaineously for
the same period. However, periodical payments
of Permanent Disability Benefit (PDB) under ESI
Act and Regulations shall continue.

As specified under Section 61 of the ESI Act, an IP
0 %ho"é Iin’Ar‘eceipt of Relief under ABVKY shianot
be entitled to receive any similar benefit
admissible under the provisions of any other
enactment.

The 1P will be eligible for Medical benefits as
provided under the Act for the period he is

The claim for Relief under ABVKY malge submitted
by the claimant any time after rendering
unemployed, but not later than one year from
the date of unemployment to the appropriate
Branch Office in form of affidavit in the
prescribed Form. No prospective claim i.e. claim
for relief under ABVKY for any future period will
be allowed.

Benefits of the scheme: Relief to the extent of 25% of
the average per day earning (total earnings
during the four contribution period/730) during
the previous four contribution periods to be paid
up to a maximum of90 days of unempbyment
once in lifetime of the IP on submission of claim
in the form of an Affidavit

The IP will submit his claim online through the ESIC
Portal.

The Relief under ABVKY shall be paid/ payable by
Branch Office to IPs directly in their bank
account only.
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Ind ian Cyber Crime Coordination
Centre (14C)

Source:PIB & Ministry of Home Affairs

Ministry of Home Affairs( MHA) has rolled out a
OAEAIT A O)1 AEAT #UAAO #0O
j ) tferdh@ period 2018 -2020, to combat cyber
crime in the oountry, in a coordinated and effective
manner.

Objectives
To act as anodal point
cybercrime

in the fight against

To Identify the research problems/needs of Law
Enforcement Agencies (LEAs) and take uR&D
activities in developing new technologies and
forensic tool

To prevent misuse of cyberspace for furthering
the cause of extremist and terrorist groups

To suggest amendments, if required, in cyber laws
to keep pace with fast changing technologies and
International cooperation

coordinate  all  activities related to
implementation of Mutual Legal Assistance
Treaties ( MLAT) with other countries related
to cybercrimes in consultaion with the
concerned nodal authority in MHA

To

Components
The scheme has followingeven components:

1. National Cybercrime Threat Analytics Unit:

It shall provide a platform for law enforcement
personnel, persons from the private sector,
academia andresearch organizations to work
collaboratively in order to analyse all pieces of
puzzles of cybercrimes.

Threat Analytics Unit shall al® produce cybercrime
threat intelligence reports and organize periodic
interaction on specific cybercrime centric
discussions.

Create multistakeholder environment for bringing
together law enforcement specialists and
industry experts.

2. National Cybercri me Reporting:
This unit will work in tandem with already
established investigation units at state and

central levels aswell as experts from different
spheres to create expert investigation teams.

It Will have the capability to respond in real time to
rapidly changing cybercrime threat.

gt VAl bg japley Ip eopliabgrpte with partpegs S

investigate cyber and cyberenabled crime.

3. Platform for Joint Cybercrime Investigation

Team:

Its objective is to drive intelligenceled, coordinated
action against key cybecrime threats and
targets.

This will facilitate the joint identification,
prioritization, preparation and initiation of
multi -jurisdictional against cybercrimes.

4. National

Ecosystem:

Forensic analysis and investigation ofybercrime as
a result of new digital technology and
techniques.

Cybercrime Forensic Laboratory

Develop a centre to support investigation process.
NCFL and associated Central Forensic Science
Laboratory to be wellequipped and wellstaffed
in order to engage in analysis and investigation
activities to keepup with new technical
developments, using which a completely new
kind of cybercrime might have beercommitted.

5. National Cybercrime Training Centre(NCTC):
NCTC will be setup to focus on standardization of
course curriculum focused on cybercrimes,

impact containment and  investigations,
imparting practical cybercrime detection,
containment and reporting trainings on

simulated cyber environments.

Development of Massive Open Online Course to be
delivered on a cloud based training platform.

It will also focus on establishing Cyber Range for
advanced simulation and training on cyber
attack and investigation d such cybercrimes.

6. Cybercrime Ecosystem Management Unit:

Develop ecosystems that bring together academia,
industry and government to operate, investigate
a cybercrime basis established standard
operating procedures, contain the impact of
cybercrimes ard respond to cybercrimes.
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Provide incubation support for development of all

components  of  cybercrime  combatting
ecosystem.
7. National Cyber Research and Innovation
Centre:

It tracks emerging technological developments,
proactively predict potential vulnerabilities,
which can be exploited by cybercriminals.

To leverage the strength and expertise of all
stakeholders, be it in academia, theprivate
sector or inter-governmental organizations.

It creates strategic partnerships with all such
entities in the area of research and innovation
focused on cybercrimes, cybercrime impact
containment and investigations.

National
(NPE)

Source: Ministry of electronic & Information
Technology

Policy on Electronics

The Government has recently introduced Natioal
Policy on Electronics 2019 (NPE 2019. The Policy
envisions positioning India as a global hub for
Electronics System Design and Manufacturing z
(ESDM) by encouraging and driving capabilities in
the country for developing core components,
including chipsets, and creating an enabling
environment for the industry to compete globally.

Background

The implementation of the Schemes/ Programmes
under the aegisof the National Policy on Electronics
2012 (NPE 2012) has successfully consolidated the
foundations for a competitive Indian ESDM value
chain. NPE 2019 proposes to build on that
foundation to propel the growth of ESDM industry in
the country. The NationalPolicy of Electronics 2019

To create a globally competitive electronics design
AT A 1T AT OEZAAOOGOET
needs and serve the international market

Salient Features of NPE2019

Create ecesystem for globally competitive ESDM
sector and to achiee a turnover of about USD
400billion by 2020: Promoting domestic
manufacturing and export in the entire value
chain of ESDM.

Provide incentives and support for manuécturing of
core electronic components.

Provide special package of incentives for mega
projects which are extremely hightech and
entail huge investments, such as semiconductor
facilities display fabrication, etc.

Formulate suitable schemes and incentive
mechanisms to encourage new units and
expansion of existing units.

Promote Industry-led R&D and innovation in all sub
sectors of electronics, including grass root level
innovations and early stage Starups in
emerging technology areas such as 5G, loT/

Sensors, Artificial Intelligence (Al), Machine
Learning, Virtual Reality (VR),
Drones, Robotics, Additive Manufacturing,

Photonics, Nanebased devices, etc.

Provide incentives and support for
significantly  enhancing availability of skilled
manpower, including re-skilling. Special thrust
on Fabless Chip Design Industry, Medical
Electronic  Devices Industry, Automotive
Electronics Industry andPower Electronics for
Mobility and Strategic Electronics Industry.

Create Sovereign Patent Fund (SPF) to prate the
development and acquisition of IPs in ESDM
sector.

(NPE 2019) replaces the National Policy Of | promote trusted electronics vdue chain initiatives
Electronics 2012 (NPE 2012) to improve national cyber security profile.
Vision

Focus area Provisions

Development of an ece
system for ESDM

Fiscal and tax incentives to promote aw and existing manufacturing units.
Leveragedefence offsets for developing component manufacturing.
Extend Phased Manufacturing Programme (PMP) beyond mobiles.

Promote electronic goods falling under the ITA (I) category.
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Electronic Manufacturing Clsters (EMC) scheme to be modified to support
both greenfield and brownfield projects.

Import duty to be exempted for capital equipment (not available in India).
However, promotion of the domestic capital goods industry in the long
run.

Supply electronic units/ systems for national critical infrastructure from
domestic industry with indigenous technology.

Promotion of electronics
component manufacturing
ecosystem

Incentives and manufacturing support for core electronic components
(including bare PCBs, ltip components, optical fibre, etc.) andcomponents
for the clean energy industry, such as lithium ion cells, fuel cells, solar cells
etc.

Industry led R&D and

innovation

Promote R&D in emerging areas, such as 5G, Internet of Things, Artificia
Intelligence, augmented reality and machine leamng.

Promote design and IPs, and create a sovereign patent fund.

Create and subsidise facilities for testing and prototyping innovations.

Preferential market access

State Governments to be encouraged to adophe Public Procurement Order,
2017 for the procurement of electronic products

Export promotion

Attractive package of incentives envisaged to promote the export of
electronics manufacturing.

Trusted electronics value
chain and cyber security

Promote trusted electronic value chain initiatives b improve national cyber
security profile across national defence and critical national
infrastructure.

Promote the use of secure chips, secure IT products and develop facilities fo
testing.

Development  of  core
competencies in subsectors

The policy provides for support in terms of infrastructure, CoEs, export
incentives, skill development and R&D to the following sub sectors:

Fabless chip design industry.
Medical electronics devices.
Automotive electronics.
Power electronics for mobility .

Strategic electronics industries such as defence, atomic energy, space
railways, etc.

Electronic
Services

Promotion of
Manufacturing
(EMS) Industry

Promote the following EMS activities to create a requisite component
manufacturing ecosystem.

Engineaing and design of PCBs.
PCB assemblyFunctional testing.
Maintenance services, such as warranty and repair services.

Product and component design

Ease of doing business

Invest India to be strengthened as a onstop show to handle investor
gueries and handhold until final setup
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Focus on quality standards 1 Standards to be developed based on global benchmarks. Arn
institutional mechanism within MeitY to be setup to ensure
compliance with such standards.
71 Increase in labinfrastructure for te sting, including cybersecurity
Mega projects 1 Incentivise mega projects, such as semiconductor facilities, photonics,
AEOPI AU EAAOEAAOEIT T h AOA8h ATA
units.
1 Promote investments in setting up megdacilities abroad.

Implementation strategy and targets
Implementation strategy: The Policy will lead to
the formulation of several schemes, initiatives,
projects and measures for the development of ESDM
sector in the country as per the roadmap envisaged
therein.

Targets: Promote domestic manufacturing and
export in the entire valuechain of ESDM for
economic development to achieve a turnover of USD
400 billion (approximately INR 26,00,000 crore) by
2025. This will include targeted production of 1.0
billion (100 crore) mobile handsets by 2025, valued
at USD 190 billion (approximately NR 13,00,000
crore), including 600 million (60 crore) mobile
handsets valued at USD 110 billion (approximately
INR 7,00,000 crore) for export.

Major Impact

The NPE 2019 whenimplemented will lead to
formulation of several schemes, initiatives, projects,
etc., in consultation with the concerned Ministries/
Departments, for the development of ESDM sector in
the country. It will enable flow of investment and
technology, leading b higher value addition in the
domestically manufactured electronic products,
increased electronics hardware manufacturing in
the country and their export, while generating
substantial employment opportunities.

Inter -Institutional Agreement
between India a nd USA for
cooperation in the field of
medicine

Source: Press Information Bureau

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister
has given expost facto approval to the Inter
Institutional Agreement between India and the USA
in the areas of regenerative mdicine and 3D

bioprinting, new technologies, exchange of scientific
ideas/informat ion and technologies, and joint use of
scientific infrastructure

Background

Yyl TETA xEOE '1008
long-term cooperation between the Governmen of
India and the United States of America for mutual
benefit in the areas of Sence and Technology, Sree
Chitra Tirunal Institute for Medical Sciences and
Technology (SCTIMST), Trivandrum, an Institute of
National Importance under the Department of
Science and Technology (DST), Government of India,
has entered into an Agreement on Asdemic
Cooperation with the Wake Forest University Health
Sciences on behalf of its Institute for Regenerative
Medicine (WFIRM), North Carolina, USA.

Salient features

The objective of the Agreement is to contribute
towards the development of research and
education of both the Institutions through
academic collaboration.

The general areas of common interest where
collaboration and exchange of knowledge are
intended for both include:

1. Exchange of faculty members and students
for training, study and research specially in
the areas of 3D Bioprinting;

2. Execution of joint research projects; and

3. Exchange of information and academic

publications.

Benefits:

The joint research projects,training programmes,
conferences, seminars etc. under this Agreement
will be open to all qualified scientists and
technologists, and will be supported on the basis
of scientific merit and excellence.
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Scientific research and technology development in
the areas of regenerative medicine and 3D bio
printing will have potential for generation of
new Intellectual Property, processes, prototypes
or products.
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Both institutes anticipate the general academic
exchange contemplated under the Agreement
will lead to the development of specific projects,
each of which may have academiglinical and
commercial implications.



