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Key highlights of CoP14

1 The UNCCDCOP14 endedon 13 September2019,
after ten days of meetings. The conference was
hosted by India.

1 With this CoP14 India will take over the CoP
presidencyfrom Chinafor the next two years until
the next CoPto be hostedin 2021.

1 The Conference(196 members+European Union)
adopted the Delhi Declaration in which parties
expressedcommitment for a range of issues,

Source: UNCCD website & live mint

UNCCD including gender and health, ecosystem
§Q814 restoration, taking action on climate change,
private  sector engagement, Peace Forest
Initiative andrecovery of five million hectares

of degraded land in India.
” I The participating countries also agreed that land
taip future degradation is a major economic, social and
environmental problem, and welcomed the
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strengthening of the adoption of voluntary O1 A
degradation T A O O O fatg&isdthhd include the
restoration of degradedland by 2030.
UNCCDCOP14agreedon 36 decisionsto ramp up
and elaborate further action on the ground to
ensurethatthe # 1 T OAT go&dfdr 8008-2030
are achieved.
1 Four takeaway messagesof the conference;

1. Land restoration is the cheapestsolution to

climate changeand biodiversity loss

2. Land restoration makes business sense if
regulations and incentives to reward
investment are in place

3. Drought preparedness and response are
critical in the faceof climate change

4. Toput peoplefirst is to ensuregenderbalance,

engageyouth, secureland rights

The new UNCCD2018-2030 Strategic Framework
The new UNCCD2018-2030 Strategic Framework is
the most comprehensive global commitment to
achieve Land Degradation Neutrality (LDN) in order
to restore the productivity of the vast expanses of
degraded land, improve the livelihoods of more than
1.3 billion people, and reduce the impacts of drought
on vulnerable population to build afuture that avoids,
minimizes, and reverses desertification, land
degradation and mitigates the effectsof drought in the
affected areas at all levels to achieve a land
degradation-neutral world, consistent with the 2030
Agendafor SustainableDevelopment.

United Nations Convention
Desertification (UNCCD)

It was adopted in Paris on 17 June1994 and ratified

by 196 countries & EuropeanUnion. India ratified the
UNCCD Convention on 17th December 1996. This
convention can be calledas O- | OERDOATD
the other two Rio Conventions that emerged as a
major outcome of the 1992 Rio Earth Summit viz.
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC)and the Convention on Biological
Diversity (CBD).

to Combat

ET Lo

1A%

Source:PIB & India Today

The Indian Air Forceinducted 8 Apachehelicopters at
the Pathankot airbase. The eight freshUS
made Apache AH-64E attack helicopters will give a
major boostto the Air & I O Admbadpowers.

Interesting
helicopter
f The AH-64E Apacheis one of the x T O1 noétO
advanced multi-role combat helicopters and
is flown by the USArmy.

Apacheattack helicopters are being purchased to
replace the Mi-35 fleet.

India is the 14th nation in the world to be
operating the Apacheattack helicopters.

The helicopter is capableof delivering a variety of
weapons which include air to ground Hellfire
missiles, 70 mm Hydra rockets and air to air
Stinger missiles . Apachealso carries one 30 mm
chain gun with 1200 rounds as part of the area
weaponsubsystem.

Thesehelicopters have afirin g range between 8 to
12 kilometers. And they are capable of flying at
290kmph.

To add to the lethality of the helicopter, it
carriesfire control radar, which has a 360°
coverage and nose-mounted sensor suite for
target acquisition and night vision systems.
These tandem seating helicopters are
day/night, all-weather capable and have high
agility and survivability againstbattle damage.
These are easily maintainable even in field
conditions and arecapable of prolonged
operations in tropical and desert regions.
Alongside the capability to shoot fire and forget
anti-tank guided missiles, air to air missiles,
rockets and other ammunitions, it also
hasmodern Electronic Warfare(EW)
capabilities to provide versatility to helicopter
in network -centric aerial warf are.

facts about AH-64E Apache attack
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1 The IAF has signed acontract with Boeing
company and the US Government for the
deliverance of 22 Apachecopters, out of which 8
were inducted in September2019. The remaining
14 AH-64Es are said to be delivered by March
2020.

These helicopters will
Western regions of India.

be deployed in the

Significance

The addition of the Apache Attack Helicopter is a
significant step towards the modernization of the
Indian Air Force helicopter fleet. This procurement
will  enhance the capabilty of IAF in
providin gintegrated combat aviation cover to the
army strike corps.

HOW IT WORKS

The Global Fund raises and invests more than
US$4 billion a year to support programs run

by lacal experts in more than 100 countries.

The money comes 93% from donor governments
and 7% from the private sector and foundations.

N

OVERSIGHT IN ACTION
Local Fund Agents in each
country monitor implementation
of grants. The Global Fund's
Office of the Inspector

General conducts audits

and investigations.

A Country Coordinating
Mechanism made up of
representatives of people
whose lives are affected by
the three diseases, medical
experts, government and civil
society meets and develops a
plan to fight the diseases in
their community.

LOCAL EXPERTS IMPLEMENT o

Local experts and partners use
grant money to deliver programs.
Impact is continuously monitored
and evaluated.

Anindependent panel of experts
reviews the plan to determine if it will
achieve results. The panel may request
changes to the plan. Once finalized, it
goes to the Global Fund’s Board far
approval.

Source:PIB & GFTAM website
Recently India has announced 22mn USDto GFTAM
for the 6th replenishment cycle (2020-22).

About GFTAM

1 The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and
Malaria was created in 2002 to raise, manageand
invest the x I O moBe@to respond to three of
the deadliest infectious diseasesthe world has
ever known.

The mission of the Global Fund is to invest the
x T OlnmoBePto defeat these three diseasesThe
Global Fund is a partnership designed to
accelerate the end of AIDS, tuberculosis, and
malaria asepidemics,

As an international organization, the Global Fund
mobilizes and invests more than US$4 billion a

1

4

year to support programs run by local experts in
more than 100 countries.

An innovative partnership

The Global Fund partnership model is designed to
promote innovative solutions to global health
challenges. Countries take the lead in determining
where and how to best fight AIDS, TB, and malaria.
Collectively, the Global Fund harnesses the best
possible experience, insights, and innovation in the
public and private sectorsto respond to diseasesand
build resilient and sustainablesystemsfor health.

Source:Press Information Bureau

As part of the ongoingIndo-USdefencecooperation, a
joint military training, Exercise Yudh Abhyasz 2019
is being conducted at Joint Base Lewis Mc Chord,
Washington,the USAfrom 05-18 September2019.

About the Exercise

1 Exercise Yudh Abhyas is one of the largest joint
running military training and defencecorporation
endeavorsbetween India and the USA.

It will be the 15th edition of the joint exercise
hosted alternately betweenthe two countries.
ExerciseYudh Abhyaswill provide an opportunity
to the armed forces of both countries to train in an
integrated manner at the Battalion level with joint
planning at the Brigadelevel.

Multiple scenarios will be rehearsed during the
joint exercise with a view to understand each
I OE A oOr§a@izational structure and battle
procedures which would result in a higher degree
of joint manship that would further facilitate
interoperability betweenthe armed forces of both
countries to meet any unforeseen contingency
acrossthe globe.

The exerciseis alsoanideal platform to learn from
eachl O E &Xpé&rtide and experiencesof planning
and execution of operations.

Both armies will jointly train, plan and executea
series of well-developed operations for
neutralization of threats of varied nature.

Experts from both sideswill hold expert academic

and military discussions to share eachT OEA O «

experienceson varied topics for mutual benefit.
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1 In the end, a joint exercisewill be undertaken by Election Authorities (AAEA) as an Associate
both countries in an operational setting under a Member.
UNmandate. 1 The General Assembly also ratified the
appointment of the new Vice Chairman of A-WEB
Z Mr. Glen Vuma Mashinini, Chairperson of
Election Commissionof South Africa
Source:Pl B & AWEBOGs website

Recently the Chief Election Commissioner, Shri Sunil
Arora assumedChairmanship of Association of World
Election Bodies (A-WEB) for the term 2019-21 as
India takes over the Chair from Romania. India was
unanimously nominated to be the Vice-Chair of
A-WEBat the last GeneralAssemblyheld at Bucharest
in 2017.

About the Association of World Election Bodies
(A-WEB)

It was establishedin the year 2013 in SouthKorea. A-
WEB is the largest association of Election
ManagementBodies (EMBs)worldwide.

Vision

To foster efficiency and effectivenessin conducting
free, fair, transparent and participative elections
worldwide .

Mission

1 To identify trends, challengesand developments
in democratic electoral managementand electoral
processes

1 To facilitate the approximate exchange of
experience and expertise among members with
the objective of strengthening electoral democracy

Composition

Presently it comprises of 115 members from 109
countries and 21 International Organisations as
AssociateMembers

The 4th General Assembly of A-WEB

i The 4th General Assembly of A-WEB held at
Bengaluru welcomed the Election Management
Bodies(EMBs)from Somalia,Democratic Republic
of Congo, Dominican Republic, Bosnia, and
Herzegovina,to the ExecutiveBoard.

1 EMBsfrom Burkina Faso, Mauritius and Samoa
have been admitted to the Oversight and Audit
Committee.

1 EMBs from Ukraine, Cambodia, Afghanistan,

Political Parties Registration Commissionof Sierra
Leone,Indonesia and Mauritius joined the A-WEB
family as Members and the Association of Asian

5

Source:Ministry of Food Processing Industries

Background

In the budget speechof Union Budget 2018-19, a new
SchemeO/ B A O A GEAIAlwad announced on the
line of O/ B A O AD H 11Withd dn outlay of Rs.500
crore to promote Farmer Producers Organizations

(FPO9), agri-logistics, processing facilities, and
professional management. Accordingly, the Ministry

has formulated a scheme for the integrated
development of Tomato, Onion, and Potato (TOP)
value chain.

Objectives

1 Enhancing value realization of TOP farmers by
targeted interventions to strengthen TOP
production clusters and their FPOs, and
linking/connecting them with the market.

Price stabilization for producers and consumers
by proper production planning in the TOPclusters
and introd uction of dual-usevarieties.

Reduction in post-harvest losses by creation of
farm gate infrastructure, development of suitable
agro-logistics, creation of appropriate storage
capacitylinking consumption centers.

Increase in food processing capacities and value
addition in the TOPvalue chain with firm linkages
with production clusters.

Setting up of a market intelligence network to
collect and collate real time data on demand and
supply and price of TOPcrops.

Strategies

The scheme will have atwo-pronged strategy of
Price stabilization measures (for short term) and
Integrated value chain development projects (for long
term).

1. Short term Price Stabilisation Measures
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1 National Agricultural Cooperative Marketing
Federation of India Ltd(NAFED)will be the Nodal
Agencyto implement price stabilization measures.
MoFPI will provide 50% of the subsidy on
the following two components:

9 Transportation of Tomato Onion Potato(TOP)
Cropsfrom production to storage

1 Thehiring of appropriate storagefacilities for TOP
Crops

2. Long Term Integrated value chain development
projects

1 CapacityBuilding of FPOs& their consortium
Quality production

Postharvest processingfacilities

Agri-Logistics

Marketing / ConsumptionPoints

Creation and Management of e-platform for
demandand supply managementof TOPCrops.

=A =4 =4 =4 A

Source: PIB & Ministry of Food Processin
Industries

The Schemefor Integrated Cold Chain,Value Addition
and Preservation Infrastructure was launched during
2008.

Objective

The objective of the schemeis to provide integrated
cold chain, preservation and value addition
infrastructure facilities without any break, from the
farm gate to the consumerin order to reduce post-
harvest losses of horticultur e and non-horticulture
agri-produce.

Eligible organizations/ entities

Integrated cold chain and value addition
infrastructure projects can be set up by Partnership/
Proprietorship  Firms, Companies, Corporations,
Cooperatives, Self Help Groups (SHGs), Farmer
Producer Organizations (FPOs), NGOs,Central/State
PSUs, etc. with business interest in cold chain
solutions and also by those who managesupply chain.

Components of the scheme
The schemeallows flexibility in project planning with
special emphasis on the creation of cold chain

infrastructure at farm level. The schemewill havethe

following project components:

1. Farm Level Infrastructure , which may include
processingcenter, situated in the catchmentarea
of the targeted produce.

2. Distribution hub: This shall have a modern
multi -product, multi -temperature cold storage.

1 Refrigerated vans/ refrigerated trucks/ insulated

vans/mobile insulated tankers.

1 [Irradiation facility.

To avail financial assistanceunder this scheme,the
applicantwill haveto setup Farm Levellnfrastructure
as mentioned at (1) above and any one or both of the
components from (2) and (3) above.Considering the
functional nature of the facility, the irradiation
componentwill be treated as a standalonefacility for
the purpose of availing grant under the scheme.

r Cold Supply Chain

Cold Logistics & IT

Processin, r .\h‘:l_, I’ﬂll.l"_\' &

R & D Institutions Fisheries
Fruits, Vegetables,
Flowers & Spices

& = - .| Quality Control J
Dalry

Plant Equipments & | _
Packaging

Suppliers

\_ | Other Perishables

axation Companies | ©
Government Policies Domestic Distribution
I
nts in

Imports-
Perishables/
Equipments

Projects and their Significance

1 The Ministry of Food Processing Industries
had announced sanction of 30 Cold Chain
Projectsin 2015.

1 Inthe Ministry announcessanctionof 101 new
integrated Cold Chain Projects spread across
the country. These projects are for fruits and
vegetables,dairy, fish, meat, marine, poultry,
ready to eat/ready to cook sectors.

1 Theselntegrated Cold Chain projects will not
only provide a big boost to the growth of food
processing infrastructure in the concerned
states but also help in providing better prices
to farmers and is a step towards doubling of
A Ol iBconied

1 Theinfrastructure will alsoreduce wastage of
perishables, add value to the agricultural
produce and create huge employment
opportunities, especiallyin rural areas.

Source:African Union
What is it?
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Agenda 2063(The Africa We Want)is! EFOE
blueprint and master plan for transforming Africa into
the global powerhouse of the future.

It isthe AT T O E btrAteg@ fratnework that aims to
deliver on its goal for inclusive and sustainable
development and is a concrete manifestation of the
pan-African drive for unity, self-determination,
freedom, progress and collective prosperity pursued
under Pan-Africanism and African Renaissance

The genesis

1 Thegenesisof Agenda2063 was the realization by
African leaders that there was a need to refocus
and reprioritize | /O Eafehdafiom the struggle
against apartheid and the attainment of political
independence for the continent which had been
the focus of The Organisation of African Unity
(OAU), the precursor of the African Union.

As an affirmation of their commitment to support
| £OE dei péth for attaining inclusive and
sustainable economic growth and development
African heads of state and government signed
the 50th Anniversary Solemn Declaration

during the Golden Jubilee celebrations of the
formation of the OAU/ AUin May 2013.

The declaration marked the re-dedication of Africa
towards the attainment of the Pan African Vision
of An integrated, prosperous and peaceful Africa,
driven by its own citizens, representing a dynamic
force in the international arena and Agenda2063
is the concrete manifestation of how the continent
intends to achieve this vision within a 50 year
period from 2013 to 2063.

Aspirations for the Agenda 2063 (The Africa We

Want)

1. A Prosperous Africa, based on Inclusive Growth
and SustainableDevdopment.

2. An Integrated Continent Politically united and
based on the ideals of Pan Africanism and the
vision of African Renaissance

3. An Africa of Good Governance, Democracy,
Respectfor Human Rights, Justiceand the Rule of
Law.

4. APeacefuland SecureAfrica.

5. Africa with a Strong Cultural Identity Common
Heritage, Valuesand Ethics.

6. An Africa Whose Development is people-driven,

relying on the potential offered by African People,
especially its Women and Youth, and caring for
Children.

A A BnOAfrica as A Strong, United, Resilient and
Influential GlobalPlayer,and Partner.

Source:Press Information Bureau

About the forum

1 It was held in New Delhi in the year 2008 which
was the first such meeting between the heads of
state and government of India and 14 countries of
Africa chosenby the African Union.
It isthe official platform for
relations.

Agenda: Rising oil and food prices were the top
concernsfor the African and Indian leadersduring
the summit. India has pledged to support at the
level of health and education-related projects in
Africa

Three editions have been held so far? in 2008,
2011, 20157 and with the next edition (IAFSIV)
slatedto be held in 2020.

Therecent (2015) summit was held in New Delhi

Indian-African

1

18 new Indian Missions in Africa

1 Recently the Union Cabinet has approved the
opening of Missions in Africa to implement
commitments  to India-  Africa  Forum
Summit(IAFSIIIN)

The 18 new Indian Missions in Africa will be
opened in Burkina Faso,Cameroon,Cape Verde,
Chad,Republic of the Congo,Djibouti, Equatorial
Guinea, Eritrea, Guinea, Guinea Bissau, Liberia,
Mauritania, Rwanda, Sao Tome& Principe, Sierra
Leone, Somalia, Swaziland and Togo over a four
year period from 2018-2021 thereby increasing
the number of Resident Indian Missions in Africa
from 29 to 47.

The decision will enhance ) T A Edipidraatic
outreach in the African continent and allow India
to engage with Indian diaspora in African
countries.

The opening of new Missions is also a step
towards implementing the vision of enhancedco-
operation and engagementwith Africa.

Source:Press Information Bureau
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Recently the Union Environment Minister released a
report on Status of Tiger Habitats in high altitude
ecosystems.The Governmentof India will take inputs
from this study to have ahigh altitude tiger master
plan.

About the report

9 This study, led by the Global Tiger Forum (GTF),
with range country governments ofBhutan,
India, and Nepal, along with conservation
partners (World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF)
and country-specific collaborators)

1 RangeCountry GovernmentPartners are;

Nature Conservation Division Department of Forests

& Park Services Governmentof Bhutan

1. National Tiger Conservation

Governmentof India

Department of National Parks and Wildlife

Conservation,Governmentof Nepal

It has been supported by the Integrated Tiger

Habitat Conservation Programme (ITHPC) of the

IUCN& KfW aGerman bank

Authority,

Key findings

1 It reveals that even ecology at high altitude is
compatible for the tiger growth

It reveals that even ecology at high altitude is
compatible for the tiger growth and we will take
inputs from this study to have a high altitude tiger
master plan.

The instant situation analysis study provides the
rationale for stepping up high altitude
conservation of the tiger, while identifying
possible viable habitats, corridor linkages,
anthropogenic pressures,and induced landscape
level changesfor evolving an in-situ conservation
roadmap.

This provides the action strategy for a high
altitude tiger master plan, with gainful portfolio
for local communities and ensuring the centrality
of tiger conservation in development, trough an
effective coordination mechanism, involving
stakeholders and line departments operating
within the landscape.

Integrated Tiger Habitat Conservation Programme

(ITHPC)

1 Initiated in 2014, the Integrated Tiger Habitat
Conservation Programme (ITHCP) or 04 E
0 Ol COA isiaAdbant-making initiative that
contributes to the Global Tiger Recovery

Programme (GTRP), a global effort to double
tiger numbers in the wild by 2022.

1 The programme consists of a portfolio of 12
large -scale projects in key Tiger Conservation
Landscapes across Bangladesh, Bhutan, India,
Indonesia, Nepal and Myanmar.

1 Global Tiger Forum(GTF)

 The only international, intergovernmental
organization of its kind owned and manned by
Tiger Range Countries (TRCs).

1 The said forum, headquartered at New Delhi

(India) , has an overarching mandate of

handholding TRCs for strengthening wild tiger

conservation natural range.
It is also animplementing arm of the Global Tiger
Initiative  Council (GTIC),for coordinating the
Global Tiger Recovery Program (GTRP)launched
earlier by the GlobalTiger Initiative (GTI).' 4 &dbd
is to highlight the rationale for tiger preservation and
provide leadership and a common approach
throughout the world in order to safeguard the
survival of the tiger, its prey and its habitat.

Source: Monthly Policy Review of PRS

Recentlythe Ministry of Information and Broadcasting
has issued Accessibility Standards for television
programmes for persons with hearing impairment
(whether broadcast through traditional hardware or
through Internet platforms. This is in accordance
with the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act,
2016.

The key highlights of accessibility standards

Modes for access

1 Serviceproviders are required to provide any one
or more of the following options to access
specifiedtelevision programmes: (a) sub-titles, (b)
openor closedcaptioning,or (c) sign language.

i The sub-titles or open captioning or closed

captioning is to be provided in the languageof the
channel or any other suitable languagebased on
various factors including the target audience and
the target region.

CﬂA # sign languageinterpretation is provided, service
providers should ensure that the hands aswell as

facial expressionsof the signer are visible

8
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9 Foreign language television programmesshould
have closed captions in English or any other
Indian language.

The service providers will have to ensure the
availability of customer service for persons with
hearing impairment. Further, the government as
well as service providers will be required to take
stepsto raise awareness about the accessibility of
television programmes.

Exemptions

1 TV channels, whose audience share across all
householdsis lessthan 1% in ayear, are exempted
from theserequirements.

The Standards exempt certain formats of content
from the accessibilty requirements. These
include:

Live and deferred live content or eventsincluding
sports broadcast

Live news or events including award shows and
live reality shows,and

3. Advertisementsor teleshoppingcontent.

These Standards will be implemented in a phased
manner. By 2025, the Standardsaim to ensure that at
least 50% of the content from a general entertainment
channel,movie-basedchanneland news channelswill

provide access service. These Standards will be
reviewed every two years.

Source:Monthly Policy Review of PRS

Key highlights

i The National Commission for Scheduled
Tribes(NCST) has recommended the inclusion of
Ladakh under the Sixth Schedule of the Indian
Constitution.

The Sixth  Schedule provides for the
administration of tribal areasin specific states,all
in the North-East.

The Commission noted that the newly created
Union Territory of Ladakh is predominantly a
tribal region, with a total tribal population of
approximately 97%.

Further, it was observedthat prior to the creation
of the Union Territory, people in Ladakh had
certain agrarian rights including land rights, which

9

restricted the purchase of land in Ladakh by
peoplefrom the rest of the country.

Additionally, the Commission stated that Ladakh
has severaldistinct cultural heritages,which need
to be preserved and promoted.

Present states under the 6th Schedule

At present four states Assam,Meghalaya,Tripura, and
Mizoram are under the 6th Schedule.As per article
244 theseareasare called Tribal areas

Effects of inclusion

1 In this context, the Commissionrecommendedthe
inclusion of Ladakh under the Sixth Schedule,
which will allow;

U Democratic devolution of powers

U Preservation and promotion of culture

U Protection of agrarian and land rights, and

U Enhanced transfer of funds for the

development of Ladakh

Source: Monthly Policy Review of PRS

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has made it
mandatory for banks to link all new (a) floating rate
personal or retail loans (including housing and auto
loans), and (b) floating rate loans to MSMEs,to an
external benchmarkfrom October1,2019.

Background

The RBI had constituted an Internal Study Group to
review the working of the marginal cost of funds
basedlending rate in 2017.4 In its report, the Group
had observed that internal benchmarks such as the
base rate and marginal cost of funds-based lending
rate have not delivered effective transmission of
monetary policy. The Group recommended switching
to an external benchmarkin atime-bound manner.

What are the rate loans?
Floating rate loans are loans with variable interest
rates.

Key highlights
1 Currently, the A AT HBe@dihg rates are based on
either the baserate or the marginal cost of funds



MANIFEST IAS

FORTNIGHTLY MANIFESTENIPPETS

ISSUE3

basedlending rate. The banks canchoosefrom the
following external benchmarks:

U RBIlrepo rate (the rate at which RBI lends to
commercial banks)

3- month or 6-month treasury bill yield, or any
other benchmark market interest rate
published by the Financial Benchmarks India
Private Limited. Banksare not allowed to lend
below the benchmarkrate.

Banks are required to adopt a uniform external
benchmark within aloan category. However, they
are free to decide the spread over the external
benchmark. The spread is a range of interest rate
above the benchmark rate, as per the risk
premium.

M Further, banks are free to offer such external
benchmark linked loans to other types of
borrowers aswell.

1 Thebankshaveto resetthe interest rate under the

external benchmarkat leastoncein three months.
Borrowers with existing floating rate loans, who
are eligible to prepay without pre-payment
charges, will be eligible to switch to external
benchmark without any charge or fees (except
reasonable administrative/legal costs). The rate
chargedto theseborrowers after switching will be
the sameasthe rate chargedfor a new loan with
the samespecifics(category,tenor, amount) at the
time of origination of the loan.

Source: Monthly Policy Review of PRS

The Steering Committee (Chair: Subhash Chandra
Garg)on Fintech Related Issues submitted its report

to the Finance Minister in September 2019.

The Committee was constituted with the objective of

making Fintech related regulations more flexible and

enhance entrepreneurship. Fintech (financial

technology) refers to technology-based businesses
that compete against,enable and collaborate with the

financial institution

Key observations and recommendations of the

Committee include:

1 Expansion of Fintech services: The Committee
observedthat India has made significant progress
in the growth of Fintech products and services,
particularly in areas such as payments, lending
and investment, and advisory services.
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The Committeeobserved that there is a lack of a
level playing field amongst banking and non-
banking entities with respectto digital payments.
For instance, accessto payment infrastructure
such as the Aadhaarenabled payment systemsis
restricted to banking entities. The Committee
recommended that these discriminatory
regulatory  barriers in digital payments
infrastructure need to be removed.To further
expand the scope of Fintech, the Committee
recommended:

Use of Fintech to bolster cybersecurity , fraud

control and money laundering

Examining the suitability of allowing virtual

bankingin India, and

Dematerialising  of financial instruments

(converting physical certificates into electronic

form).
Policy actions for the promotion of Fintech:
The Committee held that the government,
financial regulators and public sector firms can
take severalactions for adoption and promotion of
Fintech. The Department of Financial Services
(DFS) and public sector banks should explore the
use of artificial intelligence for automating back-
end processes. Further, the Ministry of MSME
should collaborate with DFSand RBIto implement
blockchain solutions in trade finance for MSMEs.
The Committee recommended that the
government should take up modernization and
standardization of land records in the country,
with acompletion timeline of three years
With respectto regulations, the Committee noted
that many countries across the world (including
UK, Singapore, Canada, Thailand) set up a
regulatory sandbox for enabling financial sector
innovations. The sandbox provides an
environment that allows market participants to
test new products, services or business models
with customersin a controlled environment. The
Committee recommended that regulators should
introduce suchmechanismsto spur innovation.
Financial Inclusion: The Committee noted the
potential of Fintech in promoting financial
inclusion. It recommendedthat Fintech be utilized
for: (i) creating a credit registry for farmers with
artificial intelligence and machine learning-based
credit scoring mechanism to reduce risks of
lending, (ii) claims management and premium
payments in agriculture crop insurance schemes,
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and (iii) creatingacommon digital platform for all
small savings products,all micro-pension, and
government pension schemes, through which

pension subscribers can subscribe to schemes

through various modesof digital payments.

i Administrative measures:The Committee

recommended that since Fintech is an evolving
area, the government should collaborate with
other countries for a shared understanding of
risks and benefits.Anadvisory council on

Fintech should be set up by every financial sector

regulator to bring together industry experts. For
developinginter regulatory coordination, aninter -
regulatory technical group should be set up.

Further, aninterministerial groupon Fintech

technologies should be set up for exploring

potential applications of technologiesthat enable

Fintech services.
1 The Committee observed that the emergence of
the Fintechindustry brings additional privacy and

data security challenges. Further, the proposed
draft Data Protection Bill, 2018 may have
implications for the growth of the Fintech sector.

In this regard, it recommended setting up atask
force in the Ministry of Finance on data
protection in the financial sector.

Source: Monthly Policy Review of PRS

The Taxation Laws (Amendment) Ordinance, 2019
was promulgated in September2019. The Ordinance
amends the Income Tax Act, 1961, and the Finance

Act, 2019. The Ordinance provides domestic
companieswith an option to opt for lower tax rates,
provided they do not claim certain deductions. It also

amends certain provisions regarding the levy of
surchargeon income from capital gains

11

Key features of the Ordinance

1

Income tax rate for domestic companies:
Currently, domestic companies with an annual
turnover of up to Rs400 crore pay income tax at
the rate of 25%. For other domestic companies,
the tax rate is 30%. The Ordinance provides
domestic companieswith an option to pay income
tax at the rate of 22%, provided they do not claim
certain deductions under the Income Tax Act.
Theseinclude deductions provided for:

Newly establishedSpecialEconomicZoneunits
Expenditure on skill development, agriculture
extension,and scientific researchprojects
Investment in new plant or machinery in notified
backward areas

Depreciation of new plant or machinery (in
certain cases)and

Various provisions in the Income Tax Act (under
Chapter VI-A, except the deductions provided for
the employment of new employees).

The tax rate for new domestic manufacturing
companies: The Ordinance provides new
domestic manufacturing companies with an
option to pay income tax at the rate of 15%,
provided they do not claim certain deductions
under the Act (as specified above). New
manufacturing companiesinclude companiesthat
will be set up and registered after September 30,
2019, and will start manufacturing before April 1,
2023.

Applicability of new tax rates: Companies can
chooseto opt for the new tax rate (15% or 22%,
whichever is applicable) starting the financial year
2019-20 (i.e.the assessmentyear 2020-21).
Surcharge on tax payable at new
rates: Currently, domestic companieswith income
between one crore rupees and Rs 10 crore are
required to pay a 7% surchargeon tax. Thosewith
an income of more than Rs 10 crore are required
to pay a 12% surcharge on tax. The Ordinance
provides that companies opting for the new tax
rates (15% or 22%, whichever is applicable) are
required to pay a 10% surcharge on the tax
payableby them under the respective provisions.
Minimum Alternate Tax (MAT): The Ordinance
reduces the MAT rate from 18.5% to 15%
with effect from the financial year 2019-20. MAT
rate is the minimum percentage of profit that a
company is required to pay as tax, in caseits tax
liability falls below this threshold after claiming
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deductions under the Act. The Ordinance specifies
that MAT will not apply to the domestic
companiesopting to pay tax at the new rates.

1 Surcharge on capital gains: Tax and surcharge
arelevied on capital gains arising from the
transfer of securities in certain cases. These
include: (i) capital gains to foreign institutional
investors from securities (other than the units
purchased in foreign currency), and (i) capital
gains to individuals, body of individuals, and
association of persons from certain short-term
and longterm securities liable to securities
transaction tax (i.e., equity sharesin companies
and units of equity-oriented funds and business
trusts). The Ordinance allows the deduction of
capital gainsfrom the total income when the total
income exceedstwo crore rupees.Further, in such
cases,after deducting capital gains, if the revised
total income is less than or equal to two crore
rupees,the surchargewill be levied at aflat rate of
15% of tax.

i Tax on buy-back of shares: Buy-back of shares
refers to a company purchasing its own shares.
When such purchase generates income for the
company (becauseof an increased share price in
comparison to the original issue price), the
company is required to pay 20% tax on the
income so generated.The Ordinance exempts
certain listed companies  from this
requirement. These are companies that made a
public announcement regarding the buy-back of
sharesbefore July5, 2019 (as per the provisions of
the Securities and ExchangeBoard of India (Buy-
back of Securities) Regulations,2018).

Source:Monthly Policy Review of PRS

The Ministry of Home Affairs notified amendmentsto
the Rules under theForeign  Contribution
(Regulation) Act, 2017

The Act regulates the acceptaice of foreign
contribution or foreign hospitality by certain
individuals and organisations

Key amendments to the rules

1 Under the Act, eligible entities (i.e. with a definite
cultural, economic,educational, religious or social
programme) seeking foreign contribution are
required to apply for a Certificate of Registration.
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If sucha certificate is not obtained, eligible entities
may apply for prior permission from the central
government for receiving foreign contribution
from a specificsourceand for a specific purpose.

1 The Rules specify the forms to apply for a
certificate of registration or to apply for prior
permission. The Amendmentsadditionally require
every office-bearer and key functionary of suchan
entity to submit an affidavit confirming that they
have fulfiled all the conditions for grant of
Certificate under the Act. Theseconditions include
that they have not been prosecuted or convicted
for religious conversion,or for creating communal
tension and disharmony.

1 Under the Rules,personal gifts of a market value

of up to Rs 25,000, are not consideredasO £i OA E C

increasethe threshold from Rs 25,000 to one lakh
rupees.

1 The Act prohibits acceptanceof hospitality from a
foreign source (e.g. foreign governments or
corporations) for certain categories of persons
(including legislators,judges,and government and
PSUemployees), unless the person obtains prior
permission from the central government.

1 However, prior permission for receiving foreign
hospitality is not required if an individual
contracts a sudden illness abroad. In such a case,
the Rules require the individual to notify the
government within 60 days of receiving
hospitality. The Amendmentsreduce the reporting
time from 60 daysto one month. (Act contained a
reporting timeline of 30 days from receiving the
hospitality.)

Source: Monthly Policy Review of PRS

The Ministry of  Skill Development
Entrepreneurship released amendments to
Apprenticeship Rules,1992.

and
the

What are these rules?

These rules were notified under the Apprenticeship
Act, 1961. The Act provides for the regulation and
control of training of apprentices

The key changesin the amendments
i Trainee: The amendments state that every
apprentice  undergoing  training in an
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establishment will be a trainee and not a worker.
Hence, provisions of any labour laws will not
apply to apprentices.

1 Size of establishments:Under the 1992 Rules,
employers having six or more workers were
eligible to employ apprentices. The amendments
reduce the size-limit of an establishmentwanting
to engageapprenticesfrom six to four workers.

91 Further, establishmentswith lessthan 40 workers
did not have a mandatory obligation to engage
apprentices. The amendments make it mandatory
for establishments with 30 or more workers to
engageapprentices.

1 Strength of apprentices in establishments:
Underthe 1992 Rules,within afinancial year,each
establishment has to employ apprentices in a
range of 2.5%-10% of the total strength of the
establishment (including contractual staff). The
amendments state that each establishment will
have to employ apprentices in the range of 2.5%-
15% of their total strength. Of this, 5% will be
reserved for fresher apprentices and skill
certificate holder apprentices.

1 Payment of stipend to apprentices: The 1992
Rulesprovide for various rates of stipend payable
to apprentices on the basis of the notified
minimum wages and period of training already
undergone. The amendments provide different
ratesasper the qualifications of the apprentices

Source:EEF & India Today
The Prime Minister of India has participated in
Plenary Sessionof the 5th Eastern Economic Forum
(EEF)in Vladivostok, Russia

About EEF

i The Eastern Economic Forum was established by
decree of the President of the RussianFederation
Vladimir Putin in 2015 to support the economic
development of RusO E Adr Gast and to expand
international cooperation in the AsiaPacific
region.

1 Goal: To make the Russian Far East more
accessibleto investors and comfortable for the
people that live there, providing them with the
confidencethat their dreamswill become a reality
in the nearestfuture.

13

1

Among the participants in the 2019 Summit are
India, Malaysia,Japan Australia, and SouthKorea

) T A RakiGip@ation

This was the first instance of an Indian prime
minister attending the EastEconomicForum.
During the 2019 summit the Prime Minister of
India has announced $1 billion line of credit for
RussianFar East.Seenfrom geostrategiclens, this
gives India another vantage point to counter
Chinesegame of encircling India through what is
called the String of Pearls policy.

During his visit, India and Russiaagreedfor a sea
link between Vladivostok, the capital of Russian
Far East and Chennai. This will reduce the
transport time from existing 40 days to 24 days.
An understanding for Vladivostok-Chennai sea
link was reached last year when late Sushma
Swarajvisited Russiaasforeign minister.

Realising geostrategic significance of Far East
Russia,India opened a consulatein Vladivostok in
1992. India was the first country to have a
resident consulatein Vladivostok.

About the Far Eastregion of Russia

It is aregion extending between Lake Baikal 7 the
x 1 Ol ldxgesdfreshwater lake and deepest lake,
and the PacificOcean.

This is a region situated in the cold Siberian
climate but more significantly, it shares borders
with China, Mongolia, North Korea and Japan
(maritime).

On its own, it could be the eight largest z just
behind India z in terms of area, and fourth least
denselypopulated country.

Russian Far East is a resource rich region in a
hostile climate. It is rich in oil, natural gas,timber,
gold and diamonds among other resources.India
requires all of them.

Achievements of EEFin last 5 years

)l

In the last five years, as many as 17 different
countries haveinvestedin the Far East

These include regional and global heavyweights
like China, Japan, South Korea, Australia, New
Zealand, and Vietnam. As a result, 20 advanced
special economic zones and five free ports have
beenput in place

Source:Press Information Bureau
Key highlights about Exercise TSENTR
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1 ExerciseTSENTR2019 is part of the annual series

of large scale exercises that form part of the
RussianArmed & | O Adn@afiraining cycle.

The series rotates through the four main Russian
operational strategic commands. Russia holds a
major military exercise every year at one of
E Gdumilitary Commandsi.e

1. Vostok (East)

2. Zapad(West)

3. TSENTRCentre) and

4. Kavkas(South).

These annual exerciseshave slowly begantaking
an international character, with Belarus
participating in ZAPAD2017 and China and
Mongolia participating in VOSTOK2018. This
year, invitations for participation have been
extendedto nine other countries.

Exercise TSENTR2019

U This UA A (Eieftise TSENTR 2019 was
conducted by the Central Military Commission
of Russia.

U This year the exercise was planned between
09 Septemberto 23 September19 at Donguz
training ranges, Orenburg, Russia.

i Participants: Apart from host Russia, military

contingents from China, India, Kazakhstan,

Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Pakistan and

Uzbekistan took part in this megaevent.

0 Aims:

U The exerciseaims at evolving drills of the
participating armies and practicing them in
the fight against the scourge of international
terrorism thereby ensuring military security
in the strategic central Asianregion.

U The TSENTR2019 strategic measures will
focus onevaluating the level of troop
preparedness, the acquisition of the
required skills and raising the level of inter-
operability and demonstrate the readiness of
the participating armies.

Two models: The execise TSENTR 2019

comprisestwo modules;

1. The first module will include counter - terror
operations, repelling air strikes,
reconnaissance operations and defensive
measures

2. While the second will
operations .

focus oroffensive

Source: Monthly Policy Review of PRS
It aimed to review the existing state of mortgage
backedsecuritization in India.

Key highlights of the report

The challenges identified by the committee

1

1

The Committee noted that housing finance
companies (HFCs) play a major role in providing
credit for home loans to economically weaker
sections. However,home loans suffer from a
structural asset-liability management
challenge for the lenders due to mismatch in the
maturity - period of home loans (typically, long
term maturity) and funding sources for HFCs
(typically, short term maturity).

To overcomethis, HFCsraise funds by pooling the
home loans to issue securities backed by these
loans. This is known assecuritization.

Current securitization process

Currently, securitization is done through:

14

1. Thedirect assignment(DA) method, or
2. Thepassthrough certificates (PTC) method.
Both involve the pooling of loans and selling
them to athird party, thereby transferring the
credit risk. However, in the case of
securitization through PTC,the pooled loans
are sold through an intermediary, set up asa
specialpurpose vehicle.
The Committee observed that the growth in the
securitization market has been dominated by
DA transactions (PTC transactions were just a
quarter of total transactionsin 2019).
The Committee noted that securitization done
through the DA route involves customized,
bilateral transactions which keepsthe details of
transaction (such as valuation, pool performance,
prepayment) in private domain.This inhibits
other participants (such as mutual funds,
insurance, and pension funds) from participating.
Further, these transactions have very little
standardization.
Another major challenge associated with
securitization is the added transaction cost
which arises from legal and regulatory
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requirements , uncertainty in taxation, and

accountingstandards.

Recommendations of the committee

In view of these challenges (mentioned above), the

Committee madetheserecommendations:

1 Government -sponsored intermediary: The
committee recommends that an intermediary
should be set up through the National Housing
Bank to promote housing finance securitization. It
will be responsible for market-making and
standard-setting.

i Standardization: To improve standardization,
specific standards should be set up for loan
origination, loan servicing, loan documentation,
and loan eligibility for securitization. Further,
standard formats should be established for data
collection and aggregation for housing loan
related data.

1 The regulatory treatment for DA and PTC
should be distinct from separate guidelines .
Guidelines on securitization should only apply to
PTCtransactions. DA transactions should not be
treated as securitization asit doesnot involve the
issuance of securities. Further, PTCs issued in
mortgage-based  securitization ~ should  be
mandatorily listed if the securitization pool is over
Rs500 crore.

1 Regulatory treatment should be different for

mortgage -backed securitization and asset-
backed securitization. Further, the central
government can exempt mortgage-based

transactions from stamp duty. Mortgage loans can
also be exempted from registration since they are
essentially movable assets,unlike the underlying
assets.

1 Bankrup tcy remoteness:
securitization  transactions are bankruptcy
remote, which means that in the event the
originator of loans becomes insolvent and
undergoes bankruptcy, the securitized pool of
assetsis excludedfrom the assetsof the originator
during the liquidation process. The Committee
recommended that any law for resolving
bankruptcy of financial firms should ensure that
assetsunderlying a securitization transaction are
bankruptcy remote, to ensure that investors are
not discouraged from participating in
securitization transactions

Currently,

Source: UNCCD website

Who defined it?

Land Degradation Neutrality (LDN) has been defined
by the Partiesto the Convention(UNCCDgs:

A state whereby the amount and quality of land
resources, necessaryto support ecosystemfunctions
and services and enhance food security, remains
stable or increases within specified temporal and
spatial scalesand ecosystems.

The LDN Target Setting Programme

1 Through the Land Degradation Neutrality (LDN)
Target Setting Programme, the Global Mechanism
(GM) and the secretariat of the UNCCD,in
collaboration with multiple international partners,
are supporting interested countries with their
national LDN target setting process, including
setting national baselines, targets and associated
measuresto achieveLDN.

1 To date, 122 countries have committed to setting
LDNtargets.

I Countries setting LDN targets

LDNtargets and synergies with the SDGs

I Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) target
15.3states:O" R030, combat desertification,
restore degraded land and soil, including land
affected by desertification, drought, and floods,
and strive to achieve a land degradation-neutral
x1 Ol A8o

1 Agreementto endorse the vision of LDN:At the
twelfth sessionof the Conferenceof Parties of the
UNCCDheld in October 2015 in Ankara, Turkey,
country Parties reached a breakthrough
agreementto endorse the vision of LDN and link
the implementation of the Conventionto the SDGs
in general,andtarget 15.3in particular.

i Target 15.3 has, therefore, become a strong
vehicle for driving UNCCDimplementation, while
at the sametime contributing to the achievement

15
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of multiple SDGs, including those related to
climate change mitigation and adaptation,
biodiversity  conservation, food and water
security, disaster risk reduction, and poverty
reduction.

1 The LDN targets address SDGtarget 15.3 and
many other SDGsin a synergistic and cost-
effective manner, andin accordance with
AT O1 O Ospekifzd national contexts and
development priorities. These targets also
strengthen the implementation of the AT O1 O
UNCCDNational Action Programmes.

Significance

1 LDN represents aparadigm shift in land
managementpoliciesand practices.

9 It is a unigue approach that counterbalancesthe
expectedloss of productive land with the recovery
of degradedareas.

9 It strategically placesthe measuresto conserve,
sustainably manage and restore land in the
context of land useplanning.

Source: ISRO

Chandrayaan2 mission is a highly complex mission,
which represents a significant technological leap
compared to the previous missions of ISRO,which
brought together an Orbiter, Lander, and Rover with
the goal of exploring south pole of the Moon.

Rover-Pragyan

1 Chandrayaang dRover was a 6-wheeled robotic
vehicle named as Pragyan, which translates to
O x E O hk sdnskrit

16

1 Its weight is 27kg
9 Electric Power GenerationCapability-50W

Lader- Vikram

1 The Lander of Chandrayaan2 was named Vikram
after Dr. Vikram A Sarabhai, the Father of the
Indian SpaceProgramme.

1 It was designed to function for one lunar day,

which is equivalent to about 14 Earth days.

Ot

1 Weight-1,471kg
i Electric Power GenerationCapability-650W

Orbiter

 Chandrayaan 2 Orbiter is capable of
communicating with Indian Deep SpaceNetwork
(IDSN) at Byalalu,Bangaloreaswell asthe Vikram
Lander.

1 The precise launch and mission managementhas
ensured a missionlife of almost seven
years instead of the planned one year.

1 Weight- 2379kg

9 Electric Power GenerationCapability-1000 W
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Source: Ministry of Food Processing Industries

Aims

T

Providing a mechanism to link agricultural
production to the market by bringing together
farmers, processors,and retailers so asto ensure
maximizing value addition, minimizing wastage,
increasing  farmers incomeand  creating
employment opportunities particularly in the
rural sector.

It also aims to facilitate the establishment of a
strong food processing industry backed by an
efficient supply chain,which would include
collection centers, primary processing centers,
and cold chaininfrastructure .

Key features
9 Cluster approach: The MegaFoodPark Schemeis

based on the O# 1 O G@poarb and envisages
thecreation of state of art support
infrastructure in a well-defined Agri /
horticultural zone for setting up of modern food
processingunits in the industrial plots provided in
the park with the well-establishedsupply chain.
Chain infrastructure: Mega food park scheme
typically consists of supply chain infrastructure
including collection centers, primary processing
centers,central processingcenters,cold chain and
around 25-30 fully developed plots for
entrepreneurs to setup food processingunits.

The scheme will bedemand-driven and will
facilitate food processing units to meet
environmental and safety standards.
Implementation: The Mega Food Park project is
implemented by a Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV)
which is a Body Corporate registered under the
CompaniesAct.

Some of the operation al Mega Food Parks

1
1

= =4 —a -

Srini MegaFood Park, Chittoor, Andhra Pradesh.
GodavariMegaAqua Park, West Godavari,Andhra
Pradesh.

North EastMegaFood Park, Nalbari, Assam.
GujaratAgro MegaFood Park, Surat,Gujarat.
CremicamegaFood park, Una,Himachal Pradesh
Integrated MegaFood Park, Tumkur, Karnataka.

Source: Press Information Bureau
National Nutrition Strategy (NNS) was launched by
NITI Aayogin 2017.

The salient features
Vision 2022: O+ ODP 1 ™MEKAT E A O Aed f&dm
malnutrition, acrossthe life cycle.

1

The National Nutrition Strategy is committed
to ensuring that every child, adolescent girl,
and woman attains optimal nutritional statusz
especially those from the most vulnerable
communities.

The focus is onpreventing and reducing
undernutrition across the life cycle- as early as
possible,especiallyin the first three yearsof life.
This commitment also builds on the recognition
that the first few years of life are forever z the
foundation for ensuring optimum physical growth,
development, cognition and cumulative lifelong
learning.

Objectives and targets:

1

3 point percentage/year reduction in underweight
prevalence in children (0-3 years) by 2022 from
NFHS4 levels

1/3rd  reduction in anaemia in children,
adolescent& Women of Reproductive Age (WRA)

Key strategic areas of action

= =4 -8 -8 A

= =4 -4 A
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Governancereform

Leadingby example

Convergence

Prioritize action

Intensification of Counsellingto reach the critical
agegroup

Continuum of care

Innovative servicedelivery models
Community-basedmonitoring

Enablingactions
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Nutrition specific interventions

Infant and YoungChildcareand Nutrition

Infant and YoungChild Health

Maternal Care,Nutrition and Health

Adolescentcare,nutrition, and Health

Addressing micronutrient deficiencies including

anemia

1 Community nutrition (Interventions addressing
community)

=A =4 =4 =4 =

Funding (leveraging):

National Health Mission

National Nutrition Mission

Integrated Child DevelopmentScheme
SwachhBharat Mission

Increased provision of 25% flexi funds for States
in Centrally sponsoredschemes

=A =4 =4 =4 A

POSHAN
Abhiyaan @

PM’s Overarching
Scheme for Holistic

Mourishment e

Source:PIB & DD News
The entire month of Septemberis celebrated as the
Rashtriya Poshan Maah. This U A Atein® is
Complimentary feeding.

Purpose

The purpose of celebrating the Poshan month is to
take the message of nutrition to every nook and
corner of the country (especially grass root
level) andto focuson complimentary food, treatment,
and prevention from infections in children.

Poshan ke Paanch sutra
This event also intends to spread awareness on
Poshan ke Paanch Sutra (5 critical components of
POSHAN}hey are;

1. First 1000 daysof the child

2. Anaemia
3. Diarrhoea
4. HandWash& Sanitation

1 Poshtik Ahaar (Wholesome meals with diet
diversity)

About POSHANAbhiyan

1 POSHAN Abhiyaan is amulti -ministerial
convergencemission with the vision to ensure the
attainment of malnutrition free India by 2022.

1 Theprogramme strives to reduce the level of
stunting, under-nutrition, low birth weight in
children and anaemiain adolescentgirls, pregnant
women, lactating mothers aswell aschildren.

f Its aim to ensureholistic development and
adequatenutrition for pregnant women, mothers,
and children.

1 TheMinistry of Women and Child Development
(MWCD)is implementing POSHANAbhiyaan

9 Pillars of the mission are:

1. Inter-sectoral convergence for better service
delivery.

2. Use of technology (ICT) for reatime growth
monitoring and tracking of women and
children

3. Intensified health and nutrition services for
the first 1000 days

4. Jan Andolan

Source: Kurukshetra Magazine

Key highlights

1 The Agriculture Grand challenge is a unique
opportunity for Agri-tech start-ups to solve some
key challengeswhich are being faced by in the
Agriculture sectorin India.

1 The Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare,
with Invest India, has identified 12 key problem
statements which range from providing a fair
price to the farmer to the creation of vyield
estimation modelsthat canbe usedby farmers.

I Two solutions, at the idea stageand ready-market
stage, for each problem statement will be
shortlisted under the program.

1 The idea stage start-ups will get incubation
support to go from idea to prototype while the
ready market solutions will get to be part of a
market accessprogram, aimed at easyadoption of
their innovation.

18
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The key problem statements are:

1. Development of a simplified, sensorbased quick
testing method to test nutrients and
micronutrients in soil.

Reattime assayingand quick solution for eNAMto
effectively handle huge lots of agricultural
commodities.

Development of e-Marketplaces to connect food
processors with agripreneur/farmers to bridge
the value gap-Farmto Fork model.

Price forecast system for Pulses/ Oilseeds/
Potato/ Onion/ Tomato at the time of sowing.
Dissemination of information to the last mile-
Agriculture  Extension, Scheme information,
processes,handholding support for benefit under
different Governmentschemes

Yield estimation modeling at the village or farm
level.

Useof technology in sorting/ grading/ increasing
the shelf life of agricultural produce(fruits,
vegetablesflowers).

Use of technology to test adulteration of fresh
produce.

Availability of small agricultural implements/
micronutrients/ certified quality seeds through
online/ call center interface- Custom Hiring
Centers

Technologyto substitute the use of pesticidesand
insecticidesto prevent pre-harvestlosses

11. EnhancingAgricultural productivity in India.

12. Alternate usageof Paddy Straw

10.

Scheme of Fund for Upgradation and Regeneration
Source: Kurukshetra MagazineMinistry of Micro,
Small & Medum Enterprises

Key features

1 Ministry of Micro Small and Medium Enterprises
(MSME), Govt. of India has launched this scheme
in the year 2005 with a view to promote Cluster
development.

As per the revised guidelines, the following
schemesare being mergedinto SFURTI:

0 The Schemefor Enhancing Productivity and
Competitiveness of Khadi Industry and
Artisans.

The Schemefor Product Development, Design
Intervention, and Packaging(PRODIP)

|l

i The Scheme for Rural Industries Service
Center(RISC)and
i Other small interventions like Ready Warp
Units, Readyto Wear Mission, etc.
Objectives

1 Toorganizethe traditional industries and artisans
into clusters to make them competitive and
provide support for their long term sustainability
and economyof scale

To provide sustained employment for traditional
industry artisans and rural entrepreneurs.

To enhancethe marketability of products of such
clusters by providing support for new products,
designintervention, and improved packagingand
alsothe improvement of marketing infrastructure .
To equip traditional artisans of the associated
clusters with the improved skills and capabilities
through training and exposurevisits.

To make provision for common facilities and
improved tools and equipment for artisans to
promote optimum utilization of infrastructure
facilities.

To strengthen the cluster governance systems
with the active participation of the stakeholders
To build up innovated and traditional skills,
improved technologies, advanced processes,
market intelligence and new models of public-
private partnerships.

To look for setting up of multi-product cluster
with an integrated value chain and a strong
market-driven approach for viability and long
term sustainability of the cluster.

To ensure convergencefrom the design stagewith
each activity of the cluster formation and
operations thereof.

To tap the E-Commerce as a major marketing
channel given the outreach and the growing
market penetration of E:=Commerce

To make a substantial investment in the area of
product designand quality improvement.

Df

Who can apply?

1 Non-GovernmentOrganizations(NGOs)

1 Institutions of the Central and State Governments
and semi-Governmentinstitutions

 Field functionaries of Stateand Central Govt.

1 PanchayatiRajinstitutions (PRIS)

9 Private sector by forming cluster-specific SPVs
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9 Corporates and Corporate Responsibility (CSR)
foundations with the expertise to undertake
cluster development

Nodal Agencies

The following agencies shall be designated as the

Nodal Agenciesfor the Scheme:

1 Khadi and Village Industries Commission z for
Khadiand Village Industry clusters

9 CoirBoard z Coir basedclusters

Source: Kurukshetra Magazine
National Livestock Mission is an initiative of the
Ministry of Agriculture and & A O AN@itade. The
mission, which commenced from 2014-15, has the
objective of sustainable development of the livestock
sector.

Key features

Coverage:

The Mission is designed to cover all the activities
required to ensure quantitative and qualitative
improvement in livestock production systems and
capacity building of all stakeholders.The Mission will
cover everything germane to improvement of
livestock productivity and support projects and
initiatives required for that purpose subject.

Objective & applicability:

This Mission is formulated with the objective of
sustainable development of the livestock sector,
focusing on improving the availability of quality feed

and fodder. NLMis implemented in all Statesincluding
Sikkim.

Submission under NLM

1. The Sub-Mission on Fodder and Feed
Development: It will address the problems of
scarcity of animal feed resources,in order to give
a push to the livestock sector making it a
competitive enterprise for India, and also to
harnessits export potential. The major objective
is to reduce the deficit to nil.

2. Sub-Mission on Livestock Development: Under
this, there are provisions for productivity
enhancement,entrepreneurship development and
employment generation (bankable projects),
strengthening of infrastructure of state farms with
respect to modernization, automation and
biosecurity, conservation of threatened breeds,
minor livestock development, rural slaughter
houses fallen animals and livestock insurance.

3. Sub-Mission on Pig Development in North -
Eastern Region: For the first time, under NLM a
Sub-Mission on Pig Developmentin North-Eastern
Regionis provided wherein Government of India
would support the State Piggery Farms, and
importation of germplasm so that eventually the
massesget the benefit asit is linked to livelihood
and contributes in providing protein-rich food in 8
Statesof the NER.

4. SubMission on Skill Development, Technology
Transfer and Exension: The extension machinery
at field level for livestock activities is very weak.
As a result, farmers are not able to adopt the
technologies developed by research institutions.
The emergenceof new technologiesand practices
require linkages between stakeholders and this
sub-mission will enable a wider outreach to the
farmers. All the States,including the NER States
may avail the benefits of the multiple components
and the flexibility of choosingthem under NLM for
asustainablelivestock development

Regional fodder stations (RFS)

RFSChennai

RFSHisar

RFSHyderabad

RFSJammu

RFSKalyani, WestBengal

CentralFodder SeedProduction Farm,Bangalore

= =4 -4 —a A -
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Source: Kurukshetra Magazine

The primary aim of the National Health Policy, 2017,
is to inform, clarify, strengthen and prioritize the role
of the Governmentin shaping health systemsin all its
dimensions

Goal

The policy envisagesas its goal the attainment of the
highest possiblelevel of health and wellbeing for all at
all ages, through a preventive and promotive health
care orientation in all developmental policies, and
universal accessto good quality health care services
without anyone having to face financial hardship as a
consequence. This would be achieved through
increasing accessjmproving quality and lowering the
cost of healthcaredelivery.

Objectives

Improve health status through concerted policy action
in all sectors and expand preventive, promotive,
curative, palliative and rehabilitative services
provided through the public health sector with the
focuson quality.

Key Policy Principles

1. Professionalism, Integrity, and Ethics: The
health policy commits itself to the highest
professional standards, integrity and ethics to be
maintained in the entire system of health care
delivery in the country, supported by a credible,

transparent and responsible  regulatory
environment.
2. Equity: Reducing  inequity would mean

affirmative action to reach the poorest. It would
mean minimizing disparity on account of gender,
poverty, caste, disability, other forms of social
exclusion and geographical barriers. It would
imply greater investments and financial
protection for the poor who suffer the largest
burden of disease.

3. Affordability: As costs of care increases,
affordability, as distinct from equity, requires
emphasis. Catastrophic household health care
expenditures defined as health expenditure
exceeding10% of its total monthly consumption
expenditure or 40% of its monthly non-food
consumption expenditure, are unacceptabk.

4. Universality: Prevention of exclusions on social,
economicor on grounds of current health status.

21

In this backdrop, systems and services are
envisagedto be designed to cater to the entire
population- including specialgroups.

5. Patient-Centered & Quality of Care: Gender
sensitive, effective, safe, and convenient
healthcare services to be provided with dignity
and confidentiality. There is a needto evolve and
disseminate standards and guidelinesfor all levels
of facilities and a systemto ensurethat the quality
of healthcareis not compromised.

6. Accountability: Financial —and  performance
accountability, transparency in decision making,
and elimination of corruption in health care
systems,both in public and private.

7. Inclusive  Partnerships: A multistakeholder
approach with partnership & patrticipation of all
non-health ministries and communities. This
approach would include partnerships with
academicinstitutions, not for profit agencies,and
the health careindustry aswell.

8. Pluralism: Patients who so choose and when
appropriate, would have accessto AYUSHcare
providers based on documented and validated
local, home and community-based practices.
These systems, inter alia, would also have
Government support in research and supervision
to develop and enrich their contribution to
meeting the national health goals and objectives
through integrative practices.

9. Decentralization: Decentralisation of decision

making to a level as is consistent with practical

considerations and institutional capacity.

Community participation in health planning

processes}o be promoted side by side.

Dynamism and Adaptiveness: constantly

improving the dynamic organization of health care

based on new knowledge and evidence with
learning from the communities and from national
and international knowledge partners is designed

10.

Policy thrust

1 Ensuring Adequate Investment: The policy
proposes a potentially achievabletarget of raising
public health expenditure to 2.5% of the GDPin a
time-bound manner. It envisagesthat the resource
allocation to States will be linked with State
development indicators, absorptive capacity and
financial indicators.

1 Preventive and Promotive Health: The policy
articulates to institutionalize inter-sectoral
coordination at national and sub-national levelsto
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optimize  health outcomes, through the
constitution of bodies that have representation
from relevant non-health ministries. This is in line
with the emergent international O ( A Aih OE
approach as a complement to Health for All. The
policy prerequisite is for anempowered public
health cadre to address social determinants of
health effectively, by enforcing regulatory
provisions.
1 The policy identifies coordinated action on seven
priority areas for improving the environment for
health
U The SwachhBharat Abhiyan
U Balancedhealthy diets and regular exercises.
U Addressing tobacco, alcohol and substance
abuse

U Yatri Surakshaz preventing deaths due to rail
and road traffic accidents

U Nirbhaya Nari zaction againstgenderviolence

U Reduced stress and improved safety in the
workplace

i Reducingindoor and outdoor air pollution

Specific Quantitative Goalsand Objectives

The indicative, quantitative goals and objectives are
outlined under three broad componentsviz. (a) health
status and programme impact, (b) health systems
performance and (c) health system strengthening.
These goals and objectives are aligned to achieve
sustainable development in health sector in keeping
with the policy thrust.

A) Health Status and Programme Impact

Life Expectancy and healthy life

1 IncreaselLife Expectancyat birth from 67.5to 70
by 2025.

9 Establish regular tracking of Disability Adjusted
Life Years(DALY)Index asa measureof burden of
disease and its trends by major categories by
2022.

1 Reduction of TFRto 2.1 at the national and sub-
national level by 2025.

Mortality by Ageand/ or cause

1 ReduceUnder Five Mortality to 23 by 2025 and
MMRfrom current levelsto 100 by 2020.

1 Reduceinfant mortality rate to 28 by 2019.

1 Reduceneonatal mortality to 16 and stillbirth rate
to O O E A E Qs Z025.
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Reduction of disease prevalence/ incidence

9 Achieveglobal target of 2020 which is alsotermed
asthe target of 90:90:90, for HIV/AIDS . e 90%

0 of all peopleliving with HIV know their HIV status,
Z 90% of all people diagnosedwith HIV infection
receive sustained antiretroviral therapy and 90%
of all people receiving antiretroviral therapy will
haveviral suppression.

T Achieve and maintain the elimination status of
Leprosy by 2018, KalaAzar by 2017 and
Lymphatic Filariasisin endemicpocketsby 2017.

1 To achieve and maintain a cure rate of >85% in
new sputum positive patients for TB and reduce
the incidence of new cases,to reach elimination
status by 2025.

9 To reduce the prevalence of blindness to 0.25/
1000 by 2025 and disease burden by one third
from current levels.

1 To reduce premature  mortality from
cardiovascular diseases, cancer, diabetes or
chronic respiratory diseasesby 25% by 2025.

B) Health Systems Performance

Coverage of Health Services

T Increase utilization of public health facilities by
50% from current levels by 2025.

1 Antenatal care coverage to be sustained above
90% and skilled attendanceat birth above90% by
2025.

T More than 90% of the newborn are fully
immunized by one year of ageby 2025.

1 Meet the need for family planning above 90% at
the national and sub-national level by 2025.5

T 80% of known hypertensive and diabetic
individuals at the household level maintain
@ontrolled diseasestatusdby 2025.

Cross-Sectoral goals related to health

1 Therelative reduction in the prevalenceof current
tobaccouseby 15% by 2020 and 30% by 2025.

1 Reduction of 40% in the prevalence of stunting of
under-five children by 2025.

1 Accessto safewater and sanitation to all by 2020
(SwachhBharat Mission).

1 Reduction of occupational injury by half from
current levels of 334 per lakh agricultural workers
by 2020.

1 National/ State level tracking of selected health
behaviour.
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C) Health Systems strengthening

Health finance

1 Increase health expenditure by Governmentas a
percentage of GDPfrom the existing 1.15% to 2.5
% by 2025.

1 Increase state sector health spending to > 8% of
their budgetby 2020.

9 Decrease in proportion of households facing
catastrophic health expenditure from the current
levels by 25%, by 2025.

Health Infrastructure and Human Resource

1 Ensure availability of paramedics and doctors as
per the Indian Public Health Standard (IPHS)
norm in high priority districts by 2020.

1 Increase community health volunteers to
population ratio asper IPHSnorm, in high priority
districts by 2025.

1 Establish primary and secondary care facility as
per norms in high priority districts (population as
well astime to reachnorms) by 2025.

Health Management Information

1 Ensure the district-level electronic database of
information on health system components by
2020.

1 Strengthen the health surveillance system and
establish registries for diseasesof public health
importance by 2020.

i Establish federated integrated health information
architecture, Health Information Exchangesand
National Health Information Network by 2025.

Source: The Hindu

Recently the government has abrogated Article 370
which gavespecialstatus to Jammu& Kashmir, Article
371, which has special provisions for other States,
mostly from the Northeast, has invited some
attention.

About Article 371 and its sub parts

Most of the States that have been accorded special
provisions under Article 371 are in the northeast and
the specialstatus aimsto preservetheir tribal culture.

Article 371(A)

1 It statesthat no act of Parliament shall apply to
the State of Nagaland in respect of the religious
or social practices of the Nagas,its customary
law and procedure, administration of civil and

criminal justice involving decisions according to
Nagacustomary law and ownership and transfer
of land and its resources.

1 It shall apply to Nagaland only after the State
Assemblypassesaresolution to do so,it says.

Article 371B

I It deals with special provision with respect to
the State of Assam.

1 The main objective of inserting Article 371B was

to facilitate thecreation of the sub-State
5- ACEAI AUAS 8
Article 371C

It deals with special provisions with
to Manipur which becamea Statein 1972.
Articles 371F talk about special provisions with
respectto the Statesof Skkim

Article 371-H

1 It provides special powers to the Governor of
Arunachal Pradesh, on the directions from the
President with regard to the law and order in the
state.

I Though the Governor will consult the Council of
Ministers, the CT O A O Wdcigiah @ill be final.
Only when the President directs, the special
powers of the Governorcancease.

Article 371-G

1 It deals with special provisions with
to Mizoram hassimilar nature.

i It states that an act of Parliament relating to
religious and social practices of Mizo customary
law and procedure, administration of civil or
criminal justice involving decisions according to
Mizo customary law, ownership and transfer of
land and its resourceswill not apply to Mizoram
unlessStateassemblydecidesto do so.

respect

respect

Powers of President of India and the Governors

under it

1 Article 371 gives the power to the President of
India(Governor on the direction of the President)
to establish separate development boards
for Vidarbha, Marathwada regions of Maharashtra
and the rest of the Stateand Saurashtra,Kutch and
rest of Gujarat.

Special provisions to other states

Special provisions with respect to Andhra Pradesh,
Karnataka, Goaare dealt in Articles 371D and 371E,
371J,371l respectively.
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Article 371-D: Special Provisions for Andhra | Ensuring effective use of resources through the
Pradesh convergenceof various GovernmentSchemeswith
Under this article the President can provide equal GramPanchayatsasthe basicunit of planning.
opportunities for the local populace in public | T Work with a focused micro plan for sustainable
education and employment. The President can ask the livelihood for every deprived households.
state to create an administrative tribunal to solve all | § Conduct an annual survey on measurable
the disputes with regard to appointments and outcomes at the Gram Panchayat level to
promotions to civil postsin the state. Via Article 371- monitor the progressin the development process
E, a Central University was established in Andhra acrossrural areas.
Pradesh. 1  Supporting the process of participatory planning
Article 371-1 for. Gram Pa}nchayat Devglopmeqt Plan (GPDP),
It provides special provision for Goa. As per this M_"Ch W_'” improve service gelivegy, .enhance
article, the State Legislative Assembly of Goa will C't'Z?nSh"P' (?[ea}te a pace for an allliance of
consistof not lessthan 30 members. DAT Dlindifutdns and groups and improve
governanceat the locallevel.
Article 371-J:Special provisions for Karnataka 9 Encourages partnerships with a network of

It provides some special provisions to
the Hyderabad -Karnataka region. The President
gives special responsibilities to the Governor of
Karnataka to create a separate board to develop the
Hyderabad-Karnataka regions. Every year, a report
regarding the working of this board will be presented
before the StateLegislative Assembly.Equitable funds
must be allotted for developing these regions. There
will be reservation of seats for the education and
vocational training of the students from this region
besides reservation in the jobs with the state
governmentfor personshailing from this region.

Mission Antyodaya

Ministry of Rural Development

Government of India

48D

Source: Yojana Magazine

Vision

Mission Antyodaya strives to realize the vision of
Poverty-free India by 2022.

What is it?

Mission Antyodaya is a convergence and
accountability framework aiming to bring optimum
use and management of resources allocated by 27
Ministries/ Department of the Government of India
under various programmes for the development of
rural areas.

Objectives

professionals, institutions, and enterprises to
further accelerate the transformation of rural
livelihoods.

Key highlights

1
1

It was adoptedin Union Budget2017-18

It is envisagedas a state-led initiative with Gram
Panchayatsasfocal points of convergenceefforts.
An annual survey in Gram Panchayats across
the country is animportant aspect of the
Mission Antyodaya framework . It is carried out
coterminous with the 0 AT D IPI&rd @mpaign
(PPC) of Ministry of Panchayat Raj and E OO 6
purpose is to lend support to the process of
participatory planning for Gram Panchayat
DevelopmentPlan (GPDP).

The convergence of Resources and Information

1

24

There is a need to bring in synergies between
different government programmesand schemesin
terms of planning, processesand implementation
to achievethe goalsunder SDG.

Planning should consider the household and the
villages as the basic unit of planning that
facilitates household level micro-plan and Gram
PanchayatDevelopment Plan (GPDP).
Harmonizing selection criteria, implementation
processesand guidelines, and availability of funds
at the same time is thus critical for
implementation. This would need the pooling of
financial and human resources in different
schemes of the government and their
rationalization in implementing the plans at the
HH level and GPDP.
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T O- EOORIOIUIT AeAddubages addressing all
identified deprivations in a time-bound manner
through intensifying coverage of government
schemes to address individual, household and
community-level deprivations in saturation mode.

1 Provisions of public services and improving
accessare necessarybut not sufficient to address
multiple deprivations. In this endeavour, over 25
Departments/Ministries of the Government are
expected to provide resourcesto the Antyodaya
GPs/Clusters on a priority basis through their
programmeswith athrust on pooling of resources
and delivery in saturation mode.

I Mission Antyodaya is an accountability and
convergence framework for transforming lives
and livelihoods on measurableoutcomes.

Source: PIB & JVMP website

Key highlights

1 It was approved in 2017 for
augmentation of navigation
Waterways-I.

T JVMPis being implemented with the financial
and technical support of the World Bank.

1 TheProjectis expectedto be completed by March
2023.

1 The project entails the development of fairway
with 3 meters depth between Varanasi and
Haldia (Phase-1) covering adistanceof 1380 km

1 The following sub-projects of this Project have
commenced:

1. Construction of Phasez | (A) of the multimodal
terminal at Varanasi

2. Construction of Phase z | of the multimodal
terminal at Sahibgan;

3. Construction of new navigation lock at Farakka

the capacity
on National

1 Othercomponentsare;
1. Fairway Development
2. Construction of the multi-modal terminal at

Haldia.

3. Construction of aninter-modal terminal at
Kalughat.

4. Corstruction of aninter-modal terminal at
Ghazipur.

Provision of navigational aids.

Construction of five pairs of Roll on-Roll off (Ro-

Ro) terminals.

7. Construction of Integrated Ship Repairand
MaintenanceComplexes.

8. Provision of River Information System(RIS) and
VesselTraffic ManagementSystem(VTMS)

9. BankProtection works

ou

Source: PIB and National Policy for Management of
Crop Residue

Burning of crop residue in the states like Punjab,
Haryana, Uttar Pradesh and Rajasthan also
contributes in increasing environmental pollution
levels. National Green Tribunal in 2017 directed the
Delhi government and these four northern states to
take strict measuresto deal with this serious biennial
threat.

Key initiatives

1 Agriculture Ministry issued an advisory to the
state governmentsto create awarenessamongthe
farmers about the harmful effect of straw
burning.

1 Facilitate farmers residue managementmachines
and equipment such as Zero Till SeedDrill, Happy
Seeder, Straw Baler, Rotavator, Paddy Sraw
Chopper/ Mulcher, Gyro Rake, Straw Reaper,
Shredder, etc., to through Custom Hiring Centres
or village level Farm Machinery Banks.
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1 The State Governments have also been directed
that Rs. 4000/ Hectare shall be used from the
funds available for demonstration of machines
under Sub-Mission on Agricultural Mechanization
for demonstration of straw management
machinery at A O | ffel@sO 6

9 For crop residue management,under Sub-Mission
on Agriculture Mechanization,the Department of
Agriculture Cooperation and Farmers Welfare
haveallocatedfunds to the four states.

Adverse effects of Crop residue burning

91 Lossof nutrients: It is estimated that the burning
of one tonne of rice straw accountsfor the loss of
5.5 kg Nitrogen, 2.3 kg phosphorus, 25 kg
potassium and 1.2 kg sulphur besides, organic
carbon. Generally,crop residues of different crops
contain 80% of Nitrogen (N), 25% of Phosphorus
(P), 50% of Sulphur (S) and 20% of Potassium(K).

1 Impact on soil properties: Heat from burning
residues elevates soil temperature causing the
death of beneficial soil organisms. Frequent
residue burning leads to complete loss of
microbial population.

1 Emission of greenhouse and other gases:Crop
residues burning is a potential source of Green
House Gases(GHGs) and other chemically and
radiative important trace gasesand aerosolssuch
asCH,;, CON>O,NOX,and other hydrocarbons.

National Policy for Management of Crop Residue

Objectives

9 Control of burning of crop residue to prevent
environmental degradation and loss of soll
nutrients and minerals by promotion of in-situ
management (incorporation in soil, mulching,
baling/binding for useasdomestic/industrial fuel,
fodder) of crop residue

9 Diversified use of crop residue for various
purposes like charcoal gasification, power
gereration, as industrial raw material for the
production of bio-ethanol, packing material,
paper/board/panel industry, composting and
mushroom cultivation, etc.

1 Capacity building and awarenessabout ill -effects
of crop residue burning and its effective utili zation
and management;and

i Formulation and implementation of suitable law
and legislative/policy measures to curb the
burning of crop residue.

Strategy

1 Promotion of technologiesfor optimum utilization
and in-situ management of crop residue to
prevent loss of invaluable soil nutrients, minerals
and improvement of generalsoil health

1 Promotion of diversified uses of crop residue for
various purposes Vviz. power generation, as
industrial raw material for the production of
bioethanol, packing material for fruits &
vegetables and glassware, utilization for paper/
board/panel industry, biogas
generation/composting and mushroom cultivation
in Public-Private Partnership (PPP)mode

1 Capacity building of various stakeholders
including farmers and extension functionaries
under crop development programmes and
organization of field level demonstrations on the

management of crop residues in all
programmes/schemes
1 Promotion of adaptive research for the

managementof crop residue and development of
machineries for effective utilization of such
residues;and

9 Formulation and implementation of necessary
policy measures for control of crop residue
burning through suitable laws/ legislation/
executiveorders etc.

Source: Kurukshetra Magazine

It was launched by the Ministry of Agriculture and
Farmers Welfare in 2010 to curb the spread of the
prevalent diseasesin livestock and poultry.

Components under the scheme

Assistance to Statesfor Control of Animal Diseases
(ASCAD)

Under this component, assistance is provided to
State/Union Territory Governments for control of
economically important and zoonotic diseases of
livestock and poultry by immunization, strengthening
of the existing State Veterinary Biological Production
Units and of the existing Disease Diagnostic
Laboratories as well as for providing in-service
training to veterinarians and para-veterinarians.
Fundsare provided alsofor vaccination againstcanine
rabies and for control of endo-parasitesin cattle and
buffaloes
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National Project on Rinderpest Surveillance and
monitoring (NPRSM)

Under this component, assistance is given to
strengthen surveillance to maintain the AT OT @
freedom from Rinderpest & Contagious Bovine
Pleuro-Pneumonia (CBPP)infections, securedin May
2006 and May 2007, respectively.

Professional Efficiency Development (PED)

Under this component, assistanceis given to the State
Veterinary Councils and the Veterinary Council of
India (VCI) to carry out their statutory functions
under the Indian Veterinary Cauncil Act, 1984 aswell
as to carry out Continuous Veterinary Education
(CVE)for in-service veterinarians

Foot and Mouth Disease Control
(FMD-CP)

Foot and mouth diseaseis an infectious (viral) disease
that affects animals, including domestic and wild
bovids and results in reduced milk production.
Symptomsinclude fever, blisters inside the mouth and
on the feet that may rupture and cause lameness,
excessive salivation (smacking jaw movements in
cattle), nec-natal mortality, etc. To prevent econamic
losses due to this disease, the programme is
implemented nationally, where central financial
assistance is provided for biennial (six-monthly)
vaccination and surveillance.

Programme

National  Animal
(NADRS)

NADRS is an on-line system of animal disease
reporting linking each Block, District and State
Headquarters to the Central Disease Reporting and

Monitoring Unit in New Delhi

Disease Reporting System

Peste des Petits Ruminants Control Programme
(PPR-CP)

Peste des Petits Ruminants(PPR) or sheep /goat
plague is a viral diseasecharacterized by high fever,
inflammation of the gastrointestinal tract leading to
necrosis and ulceration of the mucous membrane and
diarrhoea. PPR infection causeslosses in the rural
economy, both in terms of morbidity and mortality.
The programme is presently implemented throughout
the country by vaccinating all susceptible sheep &
goats for which central financial assistance is
provided for vaccination and surveillance

Establishment & Strengthening of Existing
Veterinary Hospitals and Dispensaries (ESVHD)

In order to help States establish new veterinary
hospitals and dispensaries as well as strengthen/
equip the existing ones as well as run mobile
@etedn@ry ambulances, the Department of Animal
Husbandry & Dairying provides financial assistance
under this component

Brucellosis Control Programme (Brucellosis -CP)
Brucellosis, an economically important zoonotic
disease has become endemic in most parts of the
country. It causesearly abortions in animals. This
component was implemented since 2010 and central
assistance is provided for mass vaccination of all
eligible female calvesbetween ages6-8 months in the
areaswhere the incidence of the diseaseis high

Classical Swine Fever Control
(CSFCP)

This diseaseis a major constraint to the development
of pig farming in the North-East part of the country
where pig farming is a major source of livelihood for
most households.In order to control the CSFdisease
in pigs, central assistanceis provided for vaccination
against ClassicalSvine Fever under the component z

O#1 A &vrteRederControl0 O1 C O ACIFAR)

Programme

Changesin funding pattern
1 During the Union Budget of 2015-16, the LH&DC
schemehas been categorized under State Plan as
Qveterinary  Services and Animal ( A A1 vtk 6
the changein the funding pattern.
1 Initially, it was implemented on a 50:50 basis
between Centreand Stateduring 2015-16.
However, basedon the recommendationsof Subgroup
of Chief Ministers on rationalization of Centrally
Sponsored Schemes,the scheme has been clubbed
under umbrella scheme O2 A OE ORaghulA
Vikas 9 | E Ads®& A O A OFA AdEAAUDdng
pattern has been changedto 60:40 between Centre
and State (90:10 for the 8 North Eastern and 3
Himalayan States.For Union Territories, the schemeis
funded 100% by the Central Government.

Source: Kurukshetra Magazine

Background
The National Health Policy, 2017 recommended
strengthening the delivery of primary health care,
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through the establishment of O ( AbAdnd Wellness
# A1 O&Ané dlatform to deliver comprehensive
primary health care and called for a commitment of
two-thirds of the health budget to primary health
care.

In orderto expand access to Comprehensive
Primary Health Care (CPHC) under Ayushman
Bharat z Health and Wellness Centres (HWCs), Sub
Health Centres (SHCs)and Primary Health Centres
(PHCs)are being strengthened asHealth and Wellness
Centres(HWCs).

Defining HWCs

To ensure delivery of ComprehensivePrimary Health
Care (CPHC)services, existing Sub Centrescovering a
population of 3000-5000 would be converted to

Health and Wellness Centres,with the principle being
O O Etd AAA Qddb@ no more than 30 minutes. Primary

Health Centresin rural and urban areaswould also be
converted to HWC.Suchcare could also be provided/

complemented through outreach services, Mobile
Medical Units, camps, home and community-based
care, but the principle should be a seamless
continuum of care that ensures the principles of
equity, universality and no financial hardship.

Key features

1 The HWCsare to provide preventive, promotive,
rehabilitative and curative care for an expanded
range of services encompassingreproductive and
child health services,communicablediseasesnon-
communicablediseasespalliative care and elderly
care, oral health, ENT care, and basic emergency
care.

1 The servicesin HWCswill be provided through a
Mid-level Health Care Provider (MLHP)/
Community Health Officer (CHO) placed at an
HWGSHC and Medical Officer at PHC
(Rural/Urban) . The MLHP/CHO will undergo a
Certificate in Community Health through IGNOU
or public university.

The expanded services

The HWC would deliver an expanded range of
services. These services would be delivered at both
SHCsand in the PHCs,which are transformed as
HWCs. The level of complexity of care of services
delivered at the PHCwould be higher than at the sub-
health center level and this would be indicated in the
care pathways and standard treatment guidelines that
will beissuedperiodically.

Expanded range of services

1. Carein pregnancyand child-birth.

2. Neonataland infant health care services

3. Childhoodand adolescenthealth care services.

4. Family planning, Contraceptiveservicesand other
Reproductive Health Careservices

5. Managementof Communicablediseasesincluding
National Health Programmes

6. Managementof CommonCommunicableDiseases
and Outpatient care for acute simple illnessesand
minor ailments.

7. ScreeningPrevention, Control and Managementof
Non-Communicablediseases

8. Carefor CommonOphthalmicand ENTproblems

9. BasicOral health care

10. Elderly and Palliative health care services

11. EmergencyMedical Services

12. Screeningand Basicmanagementof Mental health
ailments

Key elements

Continuum
of Care-
Telehealth/

for Referral
Knowledge
&
Implementation t

Partnership Expanded

Service
Delivery

Expanding
HR - MLHP
RobustIT
System

=

&
Multiskilling

Medicines &
Expanding
Diagnostics - point of
re & new

technologies
Community o

Mobilisation
Infrastructure and
Health
Promotion

Financing/

Provider ‘ ‘

Payment
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Source: Yojana Magazine

Salient features of National Water Policy
1 Water Framework Law: Emphasis on the need

for a national water framework law,
comprehensive  legislation  for optimum
development of inter-State rivers and river

valleys, amendment of Irrigation Acts, Indian
EasementsAct, 1882, etc.

1 Uses of Water: Water, after meeting the pre-
emptive needs for safe drinking water and
sanitation, achieving food security, supporting
poor people dependent on agriculture for their
livelihood and high priority allocation for
minimum eco-system needs, be treated as
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economic good so as to promote its conservation
and efficient use.

The ecological needs of the river should be
determined to recognize that river flows are
characterized by low or no flows, small floods
(freshets), large floods and flow variability and
should accommodate development needs. A
portion of river flows should be kept asideto meet
ecological needs ensuring that the proportional
low and high flow releases correspond in time
closelyto the natural flow regime.

Adaptation to Climate Change:Adaptation
strategiesin view of climate changefor designing
and management of water resources structures
and review of acceptability criteria has been
emphasized.

Management of Flood & Drought: While every
effort should be made to avert water-related
disasters like floods and droughts, through
structural and non-structural measures,emphasis
should be on preparednessfor flood/drought with
coping mechanisms as an option. Greater
emphasisshould be placed on rehabilitation of the
natural drainage system.

Demand Management &  Water use
efficiency: A system to evolve benchmarks for
water uses for different purposes, i.e., water
footprints, and water auditing be developed to
ensure efficient use of water. Project financing has
been suggestedas a tool to incentivize efficient &
economicuse of water.

Setting up of Water Regulatory Authority has
been recommended. Incentivization of recycling
andre-usehasbeenrecommended.
Trans-boundary rivers: Evenwhile acceptingthe
principle of the basin asa unit of development,on
the basis of practicability and easy
implementability, efforts should be madeto enter
into international agreementswith neighbouring
countries on a bilateral basis for the exchangeof
hydrological data of international rivers on near
real-time basis. Negotiations about sharing and
management of water of international rivers
should be done on a bilateral basisin consultative
associaton with riparian  States keeping
paramount the national interest

Water Users Associations should be given
statutory powers to collect and retain a portion
of water charges,managethe volumetric quantum
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of water allotted to them and maintain the
distributi on systemin their jurisdiction.

Removal of large disparity in stipulations for
water supply in urban areasand in rural areashas
beenrecommended.

Water resources projects and services should be
managed  with community participation.
Wherever the State Governments or local
governing bodies so decide, the private sector can
be encouraged to become a service provider in
public-private partnership model to meet agreed
terms of service delivery, including penalties for
failure.

Adequate grants to the States to update
technology, design practices, planning and
management practices, preparation of annual
water balancesand accountsfor the site and basin,
preparation of hydrologic balances for water
systems, and benchmarking and performance
evaluation.

Implemen tation of National water
policy: National Water Board should prepare a
plan of action basedon the National Water Policy,
as approved by the National Water Resources
Council, and to regularly monitor its
implementation. The State Water Policies may
needto be drafted/revised in accordancewith this
policy keeping in mind the basic concerns and
principles asalsoa unified national perspective.

Source: Press Information Bureau

Joint Military Exercise Maitree-2019 between India
and Thailand was held at Foreign Training Node,
Umroi (Meghalaya) from 16-29 Sep2019.

Key highlights

1

Indian andRoyal  Thailand Army (RTA)
comprising 50 soldiers participated in the exercise
with anaim to share experience gained during
various operations in their respective countries.

It is the third consecutive military engagement
between the two AT O1 Gotresdvithin a month
demonstrating) 1 A wakrd t@@s with Thailand
ExerciseMaitree is an annual training eventwhich
is being conducted alternatively in Thailand and
India since 2006.

Notably, in the series of military training exercises
undertaken by India with various countries,
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Exercise MAITREEwith Thailand is significant in
terms of the security challengesfaced by both the
nations in the backdrop of changing facets of
global terrorism.

1 The scope of this exercise covers company level
joint training on counter-terrorism operations in
the jungle and urban scenario.

Significance:

The joint military exercise will enhancethe level of
defence co-operation between the Indian Army (IA)
and the Royal Thailand Army (RTA) which in turn will
further foster defence cooperation and bilateral
relations betweenthe two nations.

Source: Ministry of Tribal Affairs

About EMRS

1 EMRS started in the year 1997-98 to impart
quality educationto STchildren in remote areasin
order to enable them to avail of opportunities in
high and professional educational coursesand get
employmentin various sectors.

9 The focus of EMRS:The schook focus not only on
academic education but on the all-round
developmentof the students.

1 Obijective: The objective of EMRSis to provide
guality middle and high-level

9 education to Scheduled Tribe (ST) students in
remote areas,not only to enable them to avail of
reservation in high and professional educational
coursesand asjobs in government and public and
private sectors but alsoto have accessto the best
opportunities in education at par with the non-ST
population. This would be achievedby:

1 Comprehersive physical, mental and socially
relevant development of all students enrolled in
each and every EMRS. Students will be
empowered to be change agents, beginning in
their school, in their homes,in their village and
finally in alarger context.

9 Focusdifferentially on the educational support to
be madeavailableto those in StandardsXI and XIl,
and those in standards VI to X, so that their
distinctive needscanbe met.

1 Support the annual running expensesin a manner
that offers reasonable remuneration to the staff
and upkeep of the facilities.

I Support the construction of infrastructure that
provides education, physical, environmental and
cultural needsof student life.

1 Each school has a capacity of 480 students,
catering to studentsfrom ClassVI to XII.

i Grants: Grants were given for construction of
schools and recurring expenses to the State
Governments under Grants under Article 275
(1) of the Constitution.

Recent developments

1 In order to give further impetus to EMRS,it has
been decided that by the year 2022, every block
with more than 50% ST population and at least
20,000 tribal persons, will have an EMRS(it was
approved by the Cabinet Committee on Economic
Affairs).

1 Eklavya schools will be on par with Navodaya
Vidyalaya and will have special facilities for
preserving local art and culture besidesproviding
training in sports and skill development.

9 Across the country, as per census 2011 figures,
there are 564 suchsub-districts out of which there
is an EMRSIin 102 sub-districts. Thus, 462 new
schoolshaveto be openedby the year 2022.

Eklavya Model Day Boarding Schools (EMDBS)
Wherever density of ST population is higher in
identified  Sub-Districts (90% or more), it is
proposed to set up Eklavya Model Day Boarding
School (EMDBS)on an experimental basisfor
providing additional scopefor ST Studentsseekingto
avail school educationwithout the residential
facility.

Centre of Excellence for Sports (CoEfor Sports)
Dedicated infrastructure for setting up Centre of
Excellencefor sports with all related infrastructure
(buildings, equipments, etc.) is supported. It will
havespecialized state-of-the-art facilities for one
identified individual sport and one group sport in
each State. These CoEfor Sports will have the State-
of-the-Art facilities, equipment, and scientific back
up along with specialized training, boarding and
lodging facilities, sports kit, sports equipment,
competition exposure, insurance, medical expenses,
etc.as per norms of Sports Authority of India.
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Source: Ministry of Defence

About iDEX

1 Innovations for Defence Excellence (iDEX)
launched by the Government in  April
2018, primarily = aims at creation of an

ecosystem to foster innovation and technology
development in Defence and Aerospace by
engaging Industries including MSMEs, start-ups,
individual innovators, R&D institutes & academia,
and provide them grants/funding and other
support to carry out R&D which has good
potential for future adoption for Indian defence
and aerospaceneeds.

§ iDEXwill isfunded and managed by a0 $ A AE/-{
Innovation Organization (DIO)G6which has been
formed asa O1 oD O AEpady under the
CompaniesAct 2013 for this purpose, by the two
founder members i.e. Defence Public Sector
Undertakings (DPSUsk HAL & BEL.

M1 IDEXwill function as the executive arm of DIO,
carrying out all the required activities while DIO
will provide high-level policy guidanceto iDEX.

Objectives of Defence Innovation Fund are to:

1 Facilitate rapid development of new,
indigenized, and innovative technologies for
the Indian defenceand aerospacesector, to meet
the needsfor thesesectorsin shorter timelines.

1 Create a culture of engagement with
innovative startups, to encourageco-creation for
defenceand aerospacesectors.

1 Empower a culture of technology co-creation
and co-innovation within the defence and
aerospacesectors.

Functions of iDEX
1 Colnnovation/co -creation
1 Piloting of candidate technologies in important

platforms.
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9 Indigenization of various defence and aerospace
related platforms being manufactured in the
country basedon ToT

The IiDEX structure will need to perform all these

three functions, in partnership with other competent

stakeholders.iDEXwill function asthe executive arm
of DIO,carrying out all the required activities.

Source: PIB & PMMMNMTT portal

The Schemeof Pandit Madan Mohan Malviya National
Mission on Teachersand Teachingis the culmination
of the Government of ) T A EeffofisOn launching a
comprehensive umbrella schemeaimed at improving
the quality of educationat all levels by infusing quality
and excellencein our teachersand teaching.

Key features

Goals

1 To ensure acoordinated approach so as to

i AhRIistically address the various shortcomings
relating to teachers and teaching across the
educational spectrumranging from  school
education to higher education including technical
education; using the best international practices
for excellence.

1 To create and strengthen the institutional
mechanisms(Schools of Education, Institutes of
Academicleadership and Education Management,
Subjectbased  networks, Teachinglearning
Centres, etc.) at the Centre & in the States, for
augmenting training and discipline-wise capacity
building of faculty and their periodic assessment
for excellence.

1 To empower teachersand faculty during training,
re-training, refresher and orientation programmes
in generic skills, pedagogic skills, discipline-
specific content upgradation, ICT and technology-
enabled training and other appropriate
interventions.

Mission

The Mission goalsare soughtto be achievedthrough a

combination of:

1 Programmatic
interventions:

and scheme based
pre-service & in-service training
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through existing and new institutional structures,
new academic programmes &  COUrses,
strengthening  post-graduate and doctoral
programmes, pre-scheduling year-long training
calendars,online training;

Project-based activities: ICT based training,
training of Mathematics, Science, Language
teachers for schools, Core sdence & engineering
coursesin technical education, general coursesin
social scienceshumanities and vocational courses.

Mission Components

M1 Schoolsof Educationin Central, Stateand Deemed
Universities (SoE)

1 Centres of Excellence for Curriculum and
Pedagogy:.

1. Centresof Excellencein Scienceand Mathematics
Education (CESME)

2. TeachingLearning Centres(TLC)

3. Faculty DevelopmentCentres(FDC)

91 Inter-University Centre for Teachers Education
(IUCTE)

1 National Resource Centre for Education (NRCE)
(ARPIT)

i Centres of Academic Leadership and Education
Management(CALEM)

1 Innovations, Awards, and Teaching Resource
Grant,including workshops and seminars (IATRG)

9 Subject Networks for Curricular Renewal and
Reforms(SBN)

1 Leadership Developmentfor senior functionaries
in higher educationinstitutions

1 Induction training of newly recruited faculty

1 National ResourceCenter

1 Leadershipfor AcademiciansProgramme (LEAP)

Leadership for Academicians Programme (LEAP)

To build higher managerial capabilities of existing
higher education leaders and administrators and to
draw fresh talent into the management of higher
education systems, a National Initiative O, A A A A
for AcademiciansProgrammej , %! Wa§ @unched
to design and deliver a structured scheme of
leadership development for HEIs. LEAP is a three
weeks leadership development training
programme (2 weeksdomestic and one-week foreign
training) for second level academic functionaries

in public -funded higher education institutions .The
main objective is to prepare the second tier
academic heads that are potentially likely to
assume leadership roles in the future . LEAP is

beingimplemented through the 15 institutions

ARPIT

Ministry of Human Resource Development launched
the Annual RefresherProgrammeln Teaching(ARPIT)
in November 2018. ARPIT is amajor and unique
initiative  of online professional development of
1.5 million higher education faculty using the
MOOCsplatform SWAYAM For implementing ARPIT,
discipline-specific National Resource Centers (NRCs)
are identified which are tasked to prepare online
training material with a focus on latest developments
in the discipline, new & emerging trends, pedagogical
improvements and methodologies for transacting
revised curriculum.

Other features

1 The Mission addressescomprehensively all issues
related to teachers,teaching,teacher preparation,
professional development, curriculum design,
designing and developing assessment &
evaluation methodology, research in pedagogy
and developing effective pedagogy.

The Mission addresses, on the one hand, current
and urgent issuessuch as the supply of qualified
teachers, attracting talent into the teaching
profession and raising the quality of teaching in
schoolsand colleges.

On the other hand, the Mission pursues the long

term goals of building a strong professional

cadre of teachers by setting performance
standards and creating top class institutional

facilities for innovative teaching and professional
developmentof teachers.

The Mission focuseson these goals in a holistic
manner dealing with thewhole sector of
education without fragmenting the
programmes based on levels and sectors as
school,higher, technical, etc.

OOEED
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Source: PIB & PRS India
The Bill amends the Public Premises (Eviction of
Unauthorised Occupants)Act, 1971. The Act provides
for the eviction of unauthorized occupantsfrom public
premisesin certain cases.

Key features of the bill

1 Residential accommodation occupation: The
Billl defines OOA OE A Adcddrndotiation
I AAODA Q£ Tthedccupation  of  public
premises by a person on the grant of a
license for such an occupation. The license must
be given for afixed tenure, or for the period the
person holds office

Procedure for eviction: The Bill adds a provision
laying down the procedure for eviction from
residential accommodation. It requires an estate
officer (an officer of the central government) to
issue awritten notice to a personif he is in
unauthorized occupation of a residential
accommodation. The notice will require the
personto show the causeof why an eviction order
should not be made against him, within three
working days. The bill mentions that the written
notice must be fixed to a conspicuouspart of the
accommodation,in a prescribed manner.

Order of eviction by estate officer: After
considering the cause shown, and making any
other inquiries, the estate officer will make an
order for eviction. If the person fails to comply
with the order, the estate officer may evict such
person from the residential accommodation,and
take possessionof it. For this purpose, the estate
officer may alsousesuchforce asnecessary.
Payment of damages by the person in
unauthorized occupation:If the person in
unauthorised occupation of the residential
accommodation challenges the eviction order
passed by the estate officer in court, he will be
required to pay damagesfor every month of such
occupation.

Impact:

1 The amendments will facilitate smooth and
speedy eviction of unauthorized ocaupants from
Government residences, and those vacant
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residences will be available for allotment to
eligible persons on the maturity of their turn in
the waiting list.

1 Thiswill decreasethe waiting time for availing the
facility of residential accommodation
9 This Bill result in speedyeviction of unauthorized

occupants from Government residences and
increased availability of residential
accommodationsfor eligible persons.

Source: Press Information Bureau

On World OzoneDay,) T A Edobn®Action Plan got
UN applauds.The India Cooling Action Plan (ICAP)
lists out actions that can help reduce the cooling
demand, which will also help in reducing both direct
and indirect emissions.|ICAP recommends synergies
with ongoing government programmes and schemes
such as Housing for All, the Smart Cities Mission,
Doubling Farmers Income and Skill India Mission, in
order to maximize socio-economicco-benefits.

About ICAP

Goal

To provide sustainable cooling and thermal comfort
for all while securing environmental and socio-
economicbenefits for the society

Targets & Actions
The India CoolingAction seeksto;

T Reducecooling demand acrosssectors by 20% to
25% by 2037-38

1 Reducerefrigerant demand by 25% to 30% by
2037-38

1 Reduce cooling energy requirements by 25% to
40% by 2037-38

f RecognizeOA | T ané&relgted A O A As@ bhrust
area of research under the national S&T
Programme

I Training and certification of 100,000 servicing

sector technicians by 2022-23, synergizing with
Skill India Mission. These actions will have
significant climate benefits.

Broad objectives of ICAP

1 Assessment of cooling requirements across
sectors in the next 20 years and the associated
refrigerant demandand energy use

1 Mapthe technologiesavailableto caterthe cooling

requirement including passive interventions,






